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FOREWORD

Samuel (Sam) Neaman'’s life story begins in theyeE®R0's at a
time when Tel Aviv evolved from a sleepy township the
outskirts of Jaffa into a bustling town. Neamansgraordinary
life story was played out over more than 80 yeiargycations as
widespread as Israel, France, Syria, the fromesliof the Second
World War, England, the United States, Canada, dMexsouth
America and more. This journey, at times almostelielable, is
told in Mr. Neaman’s own words as they were relageche.

Samuel Neaman was born in Rosh Pina in 1913, yet
while most of his life was lived outside of thisurdry, he
dedicated many years of service defending and pingdhe
State of Israel. His candid account of his life ea¢ a deep
loyalty to, and love for Israel, with Neaman alsony its fiercest
critic. In the academic world he became well-knoas the
founder of the “Samuel Neaman Institute for Advah&tudies in
Science and Technology”, located at the Technicaeldnstitute
of Technology in Haifa, in the 1970'’s, and for tiigless work on
behalf of the Technion Fellowship in the Unitedt&sa

This book focuses on Mr. Neaman’s activities on the
Jewish and Zionist front on behalf of the Statelwhel. His
notable successes in the business world in Mexidatlae United
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States (presented briefly in Chapters 13 and 1#@cteonly a
small portion of his many diverse interests.

Rafael Bashan and Dov Goldstein spent many hours
recording Mr. Neaman as he recounted the eventshisf
extraordinary life. After that, it was my job toagat and edit this
vast collection of material and transform it intb@ok. In order to
complete the task, | was fortunate to be able tetrivlr. Neaman
while he was living in the United States. With rekadle vitality
and an excellent memory, Mr. Neaman revisited fg&adt past,
recalling times that were often difficult yet alvgfull of hope.

| would like to extend my gratitude to the Samuel
Neaman Institute for providing me with the oppoityrio meet
its founder in person, and to take part in recaounthis
exceptional life story. Every reader of this boel agree that
Mr. Neaman holds a rightful place among the illiosts pioneers,
builders, and contributors to the settlement of $tete of Israel
and beyond.

You are invited to turn the pages of this book goid Sam
Neaman at the beginning of his story in the pradainc
surroundings of pre-state Israel.

Dr. Mordechai Naor



TEL AVIV 1926

Starting over. Again. Getting used to new kids, neachers, and
beatings during the breaks. Beatings because Ineasand the
new ones always get beat up. | was about Bar Blitage at the
time. My father had just returned from Poland dnel teacher’s
center or the Zionist management had to give hinjola
somewhere so they sent him to Tel Aviv. In todayid, it is
difficult to understand but in those days you wehtre you were
told to go. No questions asked. Barely 13, | hadaaly lived in a
number of locations all over Israel and her immedia
surroundings.

Born in Rosh Pina in the Galilee in 1913, | was the
firstborn child of Esther and Pinchas Neaman. Mythap was
also born in Rosh Pina and my father was a piofreen the
second Aliyah. When | was only three years old teetesd what
seemed to be an endless succession of moves fremplace to
another. It was the time of the First World War d&tause my
father had deserted from the Turkish army, everhRRiga was
no longer safe. The entire family, my parents, myther Yigal
(one year old at the time) and | moved to Damasjaising a
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large group of uprooted Jews. There, my fatherra@gle and
Hebrew at the local Hebrew school.

When the war was over, Father was sent to run the
Hebrew school in Sidon, which was considered tloebet a part
of Eretz Israel. For three years we lived in southkeebanon
where | went to school and mastered Arabic. Fathas very
involved in the community, ensuring that the schdeVeloped
and cultivating the relationship with the local Beccommunity.

When it became evident that the agreement betwesen t
English and the French left Sidon outside of thelers of Israel,
we left the city and headed south to Rehovot, wkatber began
working as a teacher. | went to a public school wodked at all
kinds of agricultural jobs, stringing tobacco, peglalmonds,
picking oranges, and gathering grapes with therathiéddren. We
lived in Rehovot for several years when, once gdaither was
sent on a mission by the Zionist organization, tinie to Poland.

When he returned, as usual, we moved again, this tid
Tel Aviv. By then we were five: father, Yigal, myoynger
brother Yifrach and me. My mother, Esther, died whewas
three and Father married her sister, Rachel, wisedane as her
own.

Tel Aviv in 1926 spread as far as Herzl, A’'had Hg'a
and Nahalat Binyamin Streets, known today as AjeBtreet and
Magen David Square. Nordau and Nordiya were in the
construction stage, as well as Ben Yehuda and BbgraStreets.
We lived on Nahalat Binyamin Street. For a shanietive stayed
at the Haim Baruch Hotel, famous as the hotel &weomers to
Israel, but later returned to Nahalat Binyamin.

Father taught school and tutored pupils to incrahse
family income. Paychecks began coming in, irredylaf course,
but life somehow seemed more organized. Mother gethdo



Eretz Israel from Inside and Outl1

save the rather large sum of 80 Egyptian poundsiwéii the time
was a lot of money.

We now lived in our first real house, really a smal
apartment, which we managed to furnish. It was thanhl joined
the scouts, and my scout leader was Naftali Krskgn| wore
the scout uniform and learned how to tie knots aatk with a
rod. It was pretty difficult getting the money fibre uniform, but |
succeeded. In addition, | bought a tie and a wehidilctivities
included discussions on idealism and | believedllit At first,
father objected to my participation in the scouigt he soon
yielded.

Life in Tel Aviv was different, and on the threstiabf
change. Our family began taking “walks to the Yarliver” the
way one goes on a cross-country journey. My sibmaith school
improved greatly after a boy by the name of Benifpwthe
strongest kid in the entire school, who later bezam engineer in
Haifa, took me under his wing. Of course, everystik wanted
to beat me up, but he protected me and | knew | seds. He
even came to my house and taught me how to rideyalb. Ben
Tovim was my first friend and | admired him becatseknew
everything. He knew how to play with a ball andat more, he
was studious.

The years passed quickly and | entered the Herzliya
Gymnasium to begin the T(yrade. With the literature teacher,
Mr. Harari, | was a success. Despite the fact #tlathe other
students knew Hebrew, he would turn to me aftey thad all
read aloud and say, “Now you, Neaman.” | read amdetstood
every word perfectly. It was the same with Mr. Kas, the
Arabic teacher. | spoke fluent Arabic and he lovied Mr.
Soferman was the Bible teacher and | knew the Blikke the
back of my hand. | got good grades but had a hané in
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physics, geometry, mathematics, and algebra. TigédErteacher
was Mr. Aaron, a former major in the British Armiyle didn't

like me from the start because | couldn’t learn Iishg but did |

care.

| read a great deal and had many friends. One of my
friends was Koshevsky. We used sit behind the shdwdre he
lived and talk for hours.

The writer Alexander Ziskind Rabinovitch taught nthe
Haftarah which turned out to be futile to say the leasheT
countless hours | spent with him were teeming vntbpiration
because between the long tedious chapters oH#itarah he
lectured me on the homeland and the Jewish people.

| worshipped A. D. Gordon, the working people, and
agriculture, yet at the same time | was aware efdhveloping
urbanity of Tel Aviv for rich families, and thingkke parlor
dancing. At home there was a more liberal atmasplaad |
went to Magen David Square on Friday evenings wipex@ple
liked to gather together. | danced the Hora or ®alktil three
o'clock in the morning. During that time we would ¢o Petah
Tikva at night, where one group of scouts wouldaktthe other,
and we played ‘road signs’. | was becoming deeplplved with
the group.

While | was in the 10 grade, | came to realize that the
Herzliya Gymnasium and the university would notrégponsible
for building the country, but farmers and farminguid. |
decided to become a farmer and was determinedutly st the
prominent Mikveh Israel Agricultural School.

On graduation day | approached my father and argeslin
that | had decided to go to Mikveh Israel. Thisswiae first time
we discussed the future and | dared voice my opinibwas a
“black day” in our home. Mother couldn’t stop crgirFather was
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dumbfounded. He couldn’t understand what happeoeadet. He
told me | was to graduate from the Herzliya Gymuaasiand
learn a profession. Looking back, he may have lrégt and
maybe | should have been a lawyer, but | persisteeas the first
time he saw me stand up for myself and he realihatl | had
matured.

At 30 Lira a year, tuition fees were expensive fattler
had no way of financing such a high sum. Neverdsléo my
surprise | was accepted and what's more | receigedull
scholarship.

In retrospect | realize that it was at that poimattmy
character began to form. | was greatly influencgdhe settlers
and Haganah forces. | was impressed by those whiedaa
weapon and if attacked would jump on a horse, ventuut
beyond the borders of the settlement and wait lier Arabs,
rather than idly hang around the public house witimen. These
were the same men that worked the ploughs all dag.|They
were not shopkeepers or schoolteachers. This wagempgption
of the Haganah and settlements. | read the AéekGuardianat
least 100 times. To me, Trumpeldor symbolized thicome of
character, moral fiber, and heroism.

As | said, | was drawn to farming. | worshippedraa
packers. The Arab packers came to work wearing lhge
sharwalsas if they were attending a holy ceremony. | thug
about a different way to pack the fruit and stattddking about
modern farming. There was no irrigation in thosgsdd he crops
depended on thelamsin the hot dry weather, which made life
difficult. I didn’t want to only work in agricultu; | longed to
study agriculture, which made all the difference.



Mikveh Israel: From a Boy to a Man

It was my first day of school at the Mikveh Isragdricultural
School. During summer vacation before school sfartesat at
home in Tel Aviv with my father in control. That hew life was
in father's house and the general atmosphere indinetry, but it
was not rigid discipline. There were sand dundshkizim, and a
small group of people who thrived on idealism. Thst of the
world ceased to exist for us, even though changeevarywhere.

With the boost of Polish immigration, two-story loiimgs
were being built. For the first time in my life ttaally saw a
bathroom with porcelain tiles. Until then peopldyomad showers
in their houses. The greatest innovation was steithshuge shop
windows. The veteran immigrants had trouble adgptm the
change and treated the new Polish speaking imnigrére "non
pioneers", as they liked to refer to them, withteompt.

With 60 new students, the pioneer atmosphere avéhik
Israel was completely the opposite. Everything wasv and
strange. | knew only one student, Amitzur, the ebirauze, a
teacher of mine from the Gymnasium and now thecjpai of
my new school. The living quarters were locatedtlom second
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floor of a long building. The sleeping quarters mexddoors and
ran on both sides of the corridor for more than b@&ters. In
each room there were four to six students.

It was common for boys from the same backgrounieto
assigned the same room. | was put in a room witbrdioys from
Tel Aviv who came to Mikveh Israel not out of a mlego farm
and work in agriculture, nor were they members h#f youth
movement, educated to be independent Hebrew waorkéys
roommates were excellent swimmers and joke teleds much
more liberal than | was used to from my parent'aseo | had
nothing in common with them.

It was, on the whole, an awkward beginning. Mydeil
students were absolutely opposite to me on almestyeevel.
They talked about sunbathing at the beach on thekevel when
they went home. This was of no interest to me wieatsr. It was
all alien to me.

There was no official reception at the beginningthoe#
school year, nor was there any introductory meetifig knew
that the principal was Eliyahu Krauze, a Mikvehdstat himself,
who was sent to France and returned. Even thougfathgr was
a strict man and insisted on discipline, Krauzedioutim on
every point. Ours was the first year with everythin Hebrew
including our lessons.

Shlomo Hillels, a Hebrew teacher, educator, antiaut
from Poland, was our teacher and the one respenéiol us.
Having the son of the principle as one of my schhatés seemed
to have potential, but after only one day of schibdbecame
painfully apparent that the fact that | knew hinonir the
Gymnasium did not give me any advantage. | wasidddn to
visit him at the principal's house or even saydlhim.
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All things considered, my adjustment went smoothly.
made friends quickly with my other schoolmates: €aidl (Geda)
Shochat from Kfar Giladi, Abraham Yaffe from Yavhia boy
from Segera by the name of Brovozchevsky, and aftooy Atlit
by the name of Grupper. They all came from farming
communities and families that barely earned adjvin

Food was scarce, but | was used to that so it dimbther
me too much. | could get by with a little. For exde; on
Shabbat mornings we ate beans that had been coakimight
long in the oven and if | was lucky enough to getaond helping
| was delighted. For me it was the food of kingsl aertainly
better than anything you could get in a restaurant.

Life was comfortable but | wasn’t spoiled. | neweore
long trousers and | didn't own a coat. | wore shaaly on
Shabbat. Buying shoes was a special event andlljtarost the
equivalent of a teacher’'s monthly wages, so we n@adeown
sandals from tires, using the tire for the sole tadinner tube for
straps.

As first year students, we didn’'t have the nervepen
our mouths or voice our opinions. The third formswhe in-
group of the school and no one dared speak to thdass they
spoke first.

We woke up before dawn and it was always cold, but
tolerable. At six o’clock we had obligatory mornipgayers and
after breakfast we studied for four straight holmghe afternoon
we worked for four hours in different places on faem. The
subjects we studied were varied, but did not ineloththematics.
The emphasis was on the practical: botany, zoolcayd
chemistry. Chemistry was difficult, but our teachileir Vinik,
was an extraordinary man and | felt drawn to himewhe
entered the classroom so | paid attention. Moshefstudents in
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the class were not especially studious in the dehitey came
from, whereas my grades were high in the first stene

There was field work which wasn't a problem for me
since | had already planted tobacco in Rehovokegialmonds,
and harvested grapes. We were always tired. We wplet dawn
and studied for half a day. The evenings were shig were
anxious to go to sleep and in those days, turnfhthe electricity
early was normal and surprisingly, never psychaally
damaged anyone. On the contrary, we had our supperand
talked for a while, and then went to sleep. Theextiligent ones
prepared their lessons and the others fell asighpaway.

Nothing exceptional took place at school, at |eexdtthe
first year. Mikveh Israel was an all boys schook mad no ties to
any other school and visitors were not allowed. Shabbat, we
were permitted to go home but there was nothingadn Tel
Aviv so there was no real reason to go. The onhgsaa | went
was to see my mother.

My first year was uneventful except for the faatthwas
always on the lookout for special jobs. Close toost, only two
kilometers away, there was an alcohol factory. ffiire of raisins
and grape peels that was leftover from the proeess called
Braga. It smelled horrible but the cows liked iheTbarrels of
Braga could be collected only at night. Someonelevtiave to
go to the factory in wagons drawn by oxen, loadBhega, bring
it to the Mikveh, and pour it into different baseb distribute to
the cows. This would go on for all hours of thehtignd it was
work that no one wanted to do. |, however, was esmelo the
job and | was regularly sent to bring the Braga.

Working nights in the chicken shed wasn't much
different. If a chick had a feather missing, itd rekin was
revealed and the other chicks would start peckingiil it bled.
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Someone had to be on guard throughout the nightraaia sure
the chicks didn't peck one another. | volunteeredthis job as
well. | also volunteered to feed the mules and éwtate at night.
If it was necessary to unload 120 kilo sacks of athewent. For
me, loading 120 kilogram sacks on my back and stgcthem
like a brick wall was great.

The same went for pruning the grapes. The knife seas
sharp my hands were always full of cuts. No onedikhis job
either and | volunteered as usual and was amonggtuel
“assemblers.” What was an assembler? You take yai;“place
it firmly on a spur under the peel. Very soon | vea® of the best
“assemblers” at Mikveh and in those days it wasgal sought
after job.

| also spent many hours in Mizrahi's blacksmithshde
would play his hammer like a violin. Mizrahi madedps for
bicycles by heating the iron until it was glowingdrand then
placing it on the anvil. By tapping it with a sm&dlammer he
created music. After he played his music on thell amith the
hammer he would hit the heavy hammers right onrtaek.

| would observe how the “clique” of third form semts
would stand in groups of twos and threes, hittintdhwhe heavy
hammers on the hot iron. | quickly became one efrthTo be
more precise | was, you might say, Mizrahi's maspaortant
worker. Mizrahi asked for me because | could hthwhe heavy
hammer better than anyone else. He would “play”’ner and |
would hit with the hammer and together we wouldjéothe iron.

During this time | began to develop physically, lasta
first year student, | suffered at the hands of ‘itleque.” For
example, once when | was walking through a grovaet one of
the “clique” boys, Bezalel Ha'levi. | suppose | midmove aside
fast enough or didn't greet him properly and hepéal me.
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Beside my own father, no one had ever slapped nyeedvls rang
from the force of it for years to come. | sworerthhat it would
never happen again because if it did, | would t#ié person
immediately.

In the second year, we didn't suffer from the “akyj like
we did before. My name preceded me. A student away
accompanied a worker to work and the best onestanths
requested me. The “clique” viewed me as someone likkd to
study. Most of them were good guys and when they that |
was willing to work hard they appreciated it. Onadien a cow
was calving and someone had to sit and wait whitgy®ne else
had gone to sleep, | sat on guard with a guy froen“tlique”.
The first time he let me watch. The second timeldteme
puncture the sac. The third time he let me cargy ¢hif. The
fourth time | was his assistant.

| was allowed to milk the cows which no first orcead
year student could do. | wanted to be a profeskiand looked
for jobs that demanded skills beyond sitting andting. | was
not sent to weed out spiders. That was for the e for me.

With summer coming, some students found themselves
place to sleep outside as it was scorching hotléngie building.
Some built huts and others slept in the vineyardithchigh
forbidden, the administration turned a blind eyendhg other
things, a new combination of students developedtlaisds how |
found my group. This was a group of agriculturighat was
forming, and not just farmers. In other words, thvas the
“bourgeois”, who were not destined to work in Pefakva or
Zikhron Ya'acov.

We discussed the options of kibbutz, commune, or
cooperative settlement. After a hard day of worlaté quickly
and then went to join my group, which was alwayshim middle
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of impassioned, idealistic discussions. One fellsuggested
going to Kfar Giladi and someone else supportechgaio
Yavniel. A third mentioned Segera as a possibke feit us, and
yet another mentioned Kfar Yehezkel.

The first youth guides arrived with representatifresn
every one of the country's youth movements. Theodalch
administration did not like the influence the youtiovement
guides had on us, but were powerless in thwarting was
interested in two things: my future profession I torchard,
dairy, orfalcha the field crops, and finding a suitable agrictdtu
setting, either a kibbutz, a commune, or a commsetillement.

In school | started learning a profession. We had t
choose a main profession and a secondary one amddjority of
students from the city went for the orchards, whigdre at the
time the “gold” of Palestine. | chose the dairy ahe falcha
which was the ultimate declaration of idealism andreality,
encompassed the most laborious and least profijable The
boss in the orchards made seven lira a month assedpto the
falachim or field crop workers, who didn’'t make one lirananth
including food.

In those days there were no machines for milking an
dairy worker lived in the dairy round the clock. eltdairy
worker’'s job was his life, 24 hours a day. Thereswalk of
training when they started bringing cows from Hodla Some
students from the class ahead of ours went to kbl learn
about dairies and returned as experts and toldntsadgtic stories
about milking machines and how in Holland they elathed the
COWS.

I chose two of the most difficult subjects, ttadcha and
the dairy, and | worked with Kappuller, an agronstmvho
brought new species to the country and cultivatesint in the
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vegetable garden. | worked hard at those two jalb @ever
neglected any of the other jobs | had. | workedhim vegetable
garden with Kappuller, the vineyard with Hochbesmd the
orchards with Yedidia, who was one of the mostditt people |

had ever met in my entire life. He arrived fromdw by way of
California and because he had studied citrus grgpwia observed
the world from a higher place.

I knew thefalcha well. | knew when it would rain or
when there would an Indian summer. | knew aheatihad# what
the next day's weather would be. Moreover, | wasqpert in
harvesting with a scythe.

During the summer vacation of my second year | went
Binyamina to visit a relative of mine from Meschahe had
married a Bulgarian man by the name of Ben-Ezra tolered
to a height of some 1.90 meters. He was an exaenefr and had
completed his studies at Mikveh Israel some yearfiee. He
greeted me rather unpleasantly by saying, "Anotjmrd for
nothing mouth to feed." The evening of my arrival thitched a
wagon to a couple of mules and we rode along thecdglile
River to Zikhron Ya'akov to pick clover. | said hotg. He
sharpened his scythe and cut with ease like a mpkging a
violin. Afterwards he asked me if | wanted to tiyhad no
experience with clover but when | picked up thetlseyand
starting cutting, he was amazed by my work. Thas wlze
beginning of a wonderful relationship. He had savebws and
only | was permitted to milk them. Even his wifasforbidden.
Moreover, he gave me the cows and through the mddsand |
delivered flour to Pardes Hannah.

Three beautiful words - | was a farmer! From a $mal
wisp of a boy | became a strapping farmer. | knew o work, |
loved the work, and | was a professional. In fadsithe only
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work | ever knew how to do better than anyone #dsthis very
day.

| was a simple young man living a Spartan way fef lilt
had its drawbacks, but the advantage of this walifeofvas that
you accepted things the way they were without coptating or
asking questions. | never asked questions asld chias an
adult. When | was reprimanded at home while takiage of my
baby brother Yifrach, who would cry his eyes ouhelver grew
angry but simply comforted and calmed him. | led lifeywithout
"why", and preferred "because." Nothing complexé¢hé was by
no means a complicated person. Certainly in Miktlek was
true. | never tried to be better than others. lem@pproached Ben
Ezra saying, "Let me show you how | can scythectbeer.”" He
asked me straight out, "Do you want to try?" | tdlo& scythe and
showed him that | could do it.

In the third year of school we started to arm weest
never bragged about my strong arms but it was Gadehat and
| who remained in the competition. Geda had an aan. | was
short but stocky and | didn't give in. He didn't ¢jee better of me
nor did I, him; he was the strongest one of uslaflidn't brag
about being able to lift 100 to 120 kilograms. Tkario my
childhood education | never showed off. | was taugbt to be
pushy and to listen to what others had to say eadhlfrom them.
Until this very day | do the same: first do - tHe:ndiscovered.

Sometimes things happened without help. | helped
Tennenbaum, the stable boss, who once worked &oCttar of
Russia (at least we wanted to believe that becalubies age and
experience). There was a filly by the name of Akasbsh who
was never saddled. One evening as | entered thalesta
Tennenbaum said to me that it was time to put alleadn
Ahashverosh. We weren't cowboys and didn’'t watchstemns,
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but when Tennenbaum said put a saddle on, | dignThe
ordered me to mount the horse. | was surprisedinftdrealize he
liked me. Letting me be the first to ride Ahashwravas like
pinning six medals on my chest. | mounted the filjpich began
to run and jump until | lost my breath. We gallopetb the fields
and back. | even succeeded in remaining in thelsadihout
falling off. When | returned, Tennenbaum looked ower and
nodded his head as if to say, “Okay, okay, you kihaw to ride
a horse.”

Looking back now | realized | wasn't fully aware iy
achievements but undoubtedly those days were filldth
successes as well. Everything | did, | loved awdryhing I
loved to do I did well, regardless of who the teachkas.

The first American who came to teach how to raise
chickens was Nathan Fiat, from California, who diot speak
Hebrew (and afterward became the Principal of tKadburi”
School). He tried to persuade me to work in thecldm shed
rather than the dairy arfdicha Nathan didn’t want to give up on
me and honestly believed that my desire to worthéndairy and
falchawould yield disaster. He was the first teachenterenvite
me to his house. He tried to persuade me to goaldothia to
learn about chicken sheds so that | could build dedelop
chicken sheds all over the country.

My relationship with my teachers was excellentit ags
with the workers, who didn’t usually like the sttt For the
most part | was very satisfied with my studies amork at
Mikveh Israel.

In my second year of studies, my father went to the
United States where he worked as a secretary ®rH#brew
Teachers Union in New York. | would go home on wWexkends
during that period since mother was left alone wiilgal and
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Yifrach. | could tell she was happy to see me. $ @iferent from
my father. | was a man who functioned well at waskwell as in
the kitchen and home. She didn’t need to tell mev&sh the
dishes. | would tell her to go take a nap and thabuld cook,
which made her very happy. She loved to go for walikh me.
On Shabbat afternoons | would invite her to godavalk on the
beach.

During that time | developed an interest in soctefTel
Aviv there were two teams, “Maccabi” and Allenbyhish later
became “Hapoel.” | didn’'t have enough money to bujcket to
see a game so like many others, | would dig a hokder the
fence to get into the field. Later, when | returnedviikveh, we
would stay up all night and argue about the garié® Tel
Avivians were “Maccabi” fans and the Labor Movemeebple
were “Hapoel” fans. More than once arguments turinéal fist
fights as a matter of honor. This was the centeavuwflives. We
had no money and we didn't play cards. Soccer, ‘tdbt and
“Hapoel”, the fights, meant everything to us.

In the third year, one group formed and went to a
settlement known today as Bet She’arim near Tidod out of
the ten who went, four still live there. We had bisu We read
about the kibbutz, the collective settlement, amel ¢cooperative
settlement (moshav). | decided to go to a cooperatettiement
and not a kibbutz. It seems | gravitated towards dboperative
settlement not because of any idealism | may heaag, Iut
because my friends went there, all except for G&uachat who
returned to Kfar Giladi and Abraham Yaffe who decldo join
the Young Guard (Ha'shomer Ha'tza'ir). The restbBshed the
core group of the cooperative settlement and Ejdithem.

Above all, | learned how to work at Mikveh Israiele a
cooperative life, share, and not grab everythingabhse even
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though | had something that day, the next day Ihinigpt. That
day | would share what | had and the next, if ngags | would
gladly give it away. | even became accustomed tkinga
communal showers without feeling ashamed, in cehtra my
home where a naked body was a disgrace.

Once at the Mikveh there was an incident involviwg
Arab students from the Bides family of Tul Karemgoof whom
later became the mayor of that city. Samir Bideslisd with us
and his brother Zuhdi, being too old to study iassl was a
practitioner. Shalom Aleichem’s son also came a@saatitioner.
The practitioners studied and worked with the stiglebut did
not receive diplomas or take examinations and weot
considered laborers.

Samir studied with us for only one year. Becaukeew
Arabic, my relationship with him was good. | didriate the
Arabs, but knew all too well that | must be equesirength with
them, and later in life | was to face difficult dlemges. | learned
that | must be careful around them as well. ZuhdaB was much
more friendly and civil than Samir, and spoke Acalbeéautifully.
At the Mikveh he made friends with everyone. Aftee events of
1929, we were shown a picture of him taken by tlagathah
passing on information to a British policeman. Témake we
reared had bitten us. | realized then that if lbkrbread and salt
with an Arab, it does not mean we made a pact. Wenat the
same.

| joined the Haganah at the end of 1928 or earB91at
the beginning of my second year. One day someppmached
me and told me that Mussa, another worker, waredlk to me.
His real name was Moshe Brenner but everyone cdiied
Mussa. | didn’t ask what he wanted. | knew whatllte We met
outside and walked around the grounds and the gnden he
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said, “We have been observing and examining yoghtRiow we
are organizing a new group in the “Organizationte Ayou
interested in joining?” What a question!? Two nighater, |
entered a small room. On the table two candles \eraing.
Next to them were a Bible and a gun. | was sworrioirthe
“Organization.” Yitzhak Ben Aharon and Mussa werae t
inductors. During the ceremony my blood froze.

Twice a week | slipped away to attend night tragnin
When | was sure everyone was sound asleep | gssetlequietly,
took my sandals in my hand and snuck out of thenrda@yave the
password and entered the winery deep in the granddearned,
“Take arms!”

The activities in the “Organization” were coverteWad
no idea that our teacher, Shtickelberg, the ordgher who was a
commander, was a member of the Haganah. We als& Hitbw
that Davidka Leibovitch, who invented the Davidkartar, was
second in command. In fact, we knew very littleknew that
Mussa was a guide and Shotz taught us how to pseadellum
gun. We didn’t have rifles. For an entire year vawar saw one
single rifle, only parabellum guns. We took aparti @ssembled
the parabellum over and over again, in the liglit @ith our eyes
closed.
Because training took place in the cellar of thaesy, we could
not perform foot drills. Instead we theorized abboiv to handle
a real attack. We were bombarded with ideology avel
disassembled the parabellums over and over againyd never
fired a shot. Trainers arrived from Tel Aviv and wet under a
sycamore tree at night, usually when Shabbat was ttwas the
only day we could go to sleep whenever we wished.

In those days we called people by their family name
One day | heard (Abraham) Yaffeh call me, “Neamam,see
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Mussa.” | went right away and it was the first tilneaw where
the weapons were hidden. There were six guns. Mos$ane to
take the six guns and go into the orchard and wdit someone
came to get me. He told me not to move until | ahe signal
and even after that to stay put. | was to give ttigenguns only if
it was two particular people (he told me who thegray.
Whatever happened | was not to move from the spot.

It was raining. | took the guns and ran to the ardh
Crouching down in the mud, the hours passed by’dlbck, 12
o'clock, 1 o'clock in the morning. Finally | heatle password.
The British showed up to search the Mikveh but didimd
anything. Later | found out that Zuhdi Bidas hatbimed them.
Zuhdi never came back to the Mikveh. His brothspaéft, even
though he wasn't involved. It turned out that Zuhdanted
money and his rich father wouldn’t give it him se became an
informer.

As time went on, Principal Krauze softened up aigd h
son, Amitzur, invited me to his home. Krauze wasat'thome,
only his mother. | stayed there for an hour. Twonths later
Amitzur committed suicide.

Later when our class became the “clique”, we plaged
trick on Krauze. He would wake us up to go to symag for
morning prayers and as usual we tried our besvtoidat. One
morning we attached an electric wire to the doandha The
stairs that day were wet from the rain and the gipiad got
electrocuted. His hand stuck to the doorknob anddreamed
until someone disconnected the wire. From that @ayio one
came to wake us up and attending services was ngeto
obligatory.

We were fairly mischievous. One evening when |
returned with Geda Shochat from a soccer game InAVi,
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Geda said he was hungry. He was always hungry. @re i@ the
chicken shed and stole some chickens, and it wdsmfirst time.
We slaughtered the chicken and Geda stuffed it uhideshirt.
When we got back to our room we invited some ofdtiesrs to
join us and eat.

Because we were hungry all the time, we started to
demand better food. For example, we never receoraahges
because they were to be sold at the market. Wetiaditthat the
market was important, but felt that we deserve@@dgurn once
in a while. The oranges that weren't good enouglgdao the
market, the “left over ones”, could have been gitens at meals,
but they sold those as well. We didn’t get orariges long time.
To take revenge on the principal, we decided thiely wouldn’t
give us any, we would steal them. One evening wet we the
orchard and a fellow from Bet Alfa, another one &fitled four
sacks of oranges. We brought them back to my rowdnspilled
them all over the floor and they rolled around frevadl to wall.

In the summer we stomped grapes. After the hathest
grapes were placed in huge vats and we stomped \hgmour
bare feet. In the middle of stomping, we heardrolth Pariente,
who was already 80 or 85 years old, say that irbdsment there
was wine from the Karl Neter days. We decided te far
ourselves. We planned a covert, military style roissncluding
having keys made at the blacksmith shop, postingol-out
guard every few meters, and creating a password.

With candles in hand we went down some 50 meters
below ground into the wine cellar and chose thestldvine. We
removed the bottles, went up to the roof and drafier drinking
guite a lot we started singing and were heard erother side of
the Jordan River. To be brief, we were drunk. Thess an
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investigation into the robbery. It wasn'’t too haodfigure out but
since we were good students we were forgiven.

Additionally, we used to steal 50 to 60 eggs frdm t
chicken shed and take them to the alcohol factédrg. gave 30
eggs to the guard’s wife so she could make us ddemreggs.
Four or five students ate a hearty 30 egg meal.

Our antics included the discovery of a common wall
between the shower and the kitchen. We broke doemboden
wall and got to all the good food. For example, halped
ourselves to some meatballs made mostly from basada little
meat prepared especially for the Shabbat meal.habBat lunch
we were served a king’s meal of meatballs, and aredevoured
at least 300 of them, causing quite a commotion.

At one point we decided to raise the culinary lesethe
meals. Instead of having margarine one morning thednext
morning jam, we asked to have margarine and jartieg every
morning. We would take the margarine and eat lsédishing the
rest in a hiding place inside a table made fronksod@he next
day when we got the jam we mixed it with half o tmargarine.
For us this was ambrosia, food of the Gods.

Then there were the beans. We had beans every day,
mainly in a horrible soup made with very little heaand a lot of
water. Only on Shabbat were we served baked b&msrah,
the kitchen manager, was like a mother to some@@ple and
she cried as she served that horrible food bectnagewas the
best she could do with the ingredients they gavedieook with.

Our group, Greenberg, Davidson, Geda Shochat,
Abraham Yaffeh and I, were known as the “Zeppelinstause
we lived on the roof of the stables. We decidedtganize a
strike and we convinced everyone to join us. We twenthe
dunes nearby, where the city of Holon is today tiier entire day.
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We were starving and didn't have a drop of watedriok. We
returned at night after everyone had been seardhings all day
long. We never revealed where we had been. Aftenati we
fasted one more day and posted a manifest on thesdo
explaining why we were leaving, why we were not kiog or
eating, and what we really wanted.

The end result was a great improvement in the fudel.
decided to celebrate this victory by having a pasomplete with
a play depicting life at school. We wrote songstsskand stories
about our teacher and Krauze. We asked permigsiqut the
show on in the hall normally used for films, butreredenied.
Instead we had the show at the Shlomit School inAvey, in
front of the entire school, our friends and family.

We went home happy, but then chaos broke out. IBlille
demanded to know who organized the party. We infofrrhim
that there were no organizers in our class and are wnited. He
was less than satisfied and demanded full detals fme. How
could | answer? | told him it was the entire cldé$e liked he
would have to punish us all.

First there was the strike and then the party emidHe
knew about the jokes and the skits and he was usiridhis
behavior was not tolerated in those days. You ctaudh at the
Two Kunilemmelsbut to do skits and make fun of teachers and
the principal was unheard of. As a result, all GOus were
expelled.

There were some boys who had a place to go. Gadd co
go to his father, Israel Shochat, who was a lavirydrel Aviv or
to Kfar Giladi, but there were others who had racplto go. We
approached Neta Harpaz, the manager of the Agui@llCenter
Union, and explained that we weren't allowed to ptete the
school year. We asked for permission to work aséas without
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receiving a diploma as we were close to the ertdeschool year
and were in fact genuine farmers. We even had akbwgrod
recommendations, including one from the mayor of Adv,
Meir Dizengoff and Barshad from the Anglo-PalestimiBank,
whose son studied with us.

After two weeks we were allowed to return to Mikveh
Right before Kiddush the next Shabbat it was anoednthat
Samuel Neaman, Shimon Pinnes, and David Lindermare w
permanently expelled. Out of the three, Lindermaas wmever
even involved. Shimon Pinnes was not a part ofotiganization
but had a big mouth. He was a liberal with a retiohary spirit
which is why he was always singled out. Me, | wadirdtely
among the more proactive.

We met to find out who the informant was. A scandal
erupted. It was clear to me that the informationudbme as the
organizer of the strike and the party reached Keauegars from
Hillels. The class decided unanimously to quit sthat once.
Some tried to persuade us that it wasn't the besgtto do as
there were only a few months left until the endhaf school year
and we would not receive our diplomas. Barchard wasgied
about facing his father. We were invited to Barchéne banker's
home, and he and Dizengoff tried to convince ugite in. Their
rationale was that 60 students shouldn’t suffeabse of two or
three.

We went to Kiddush, ate dinner, and when the drect
came in and greeted us with “Shabbat Shalom” adietsections
banged on tin plates until he left. For the fiistd, Krauze and
our teacher did not take part in the Shabbat Kidduisstead
Shappira, one of the teachers, did the Kiddush.ihe day, on
Shabbat, we left.
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| arrived home in Tel Aviv. Father was in Americada
mother was crying because | had been expelled fomool. In
those days, getting expelled was a catastropha a@fhrace. She
asked me what happened and | told her. For hemstam absolute
tragedy. The son of Neaman the teacher expellad sohool!
What would people say? What would happen to me? v
into mourning.

| appealed to Neta Harpaz once again and he semd me
Ekrone to work for a farmer by the name of Hellzn€he
Palestinian Jewish Colonization Association paldaaand a half
to each Jewish worker who took a farmer to work.pd&l me a
lira a month and gave me a place to eat and sléelfzner had
four Arab workers, a son and a daughter. | slepa @ofa in the
hallway. At three o’clock in the morning | got up tilk the
cows, took them out to graze, hitched the mule, tieth went
back to the house for a breakfast of tomatoesgeepof bread,
and some olive oil. Afterwards | went to Rehovod avorked the
plough all day long.

For a worker with a pair of mules and plough, Hedlz
received half a lira day. At lunch | ate bread witih In the
evening after a long ride on a couple of mules turreed to
Ekrone. The cows returned from the pasture, | rdilkkem,
churned the milk, and took the two-day old milkthe store. |
came back, checked on the mules and the cows awenything
was all right | went inside, ate more tomatoes wiilie oil and
bread. The Hellzners and their son sat in frontnefwhile | ate
and told me the same story in Yiddish every night.

| couldn’'t speak Yiddish because in my house it was
forbidden to speak a foreign language. They adothedstories
with a few words in Hebrew, but | didn't understamavord they
said. Later | went to the basement for a Hagansgole and more



Eretz Israel from Inside and Out33

training on the parabellum as | took it apart, iptibgether, stood
at attention, and practiced my army style ‘righthtu

A few days later, the Hellzner's fired the first afr
worker and within a week they fired the other thiteaving me as
the only farmhand. The father, an old, sick maminidiwork.
They bought a bicycle for the son which was unusaahose
days. He rode around on the bicycle all day longeshworked.
Hellzner received a lira and a half from the Paiémt Jewish
Colonization Association and for each day | ploviledRehovot
he got a half a lira - a real fortune. | receivadyoone lira a
month.

During the season, | harvested the wheat and btatuigh
the barn, then brought the cows to tread on iterAttiat we mixed
the stems with the stalks so the wheat would cranabld the
kernels would fall out. At 12 noon, in the sweltgrimidday heat,
| took the pitchfork and turned over the stems deod by the
cows. This is work only Arabs knew how to do andididn’t do
it well, the seeds would remain in the stalks dmdHharvest would
be devalued.

Inside of a month | was the topic of discussiotknone.
Horowitz, a year ahead of me at the Mikveh, thoughivas
absurd that | was the only Hebrew work there. Heigint | went
too far and was sacrificing myself for absolutebthing. | didn’t
understand him. | felt great and enjoyed workingl ahd it
willingly. | could have returned to Tel Aviv at ariyne but chose
not to. | was satisfied with life in Ekrone. Theonsething new
started.

Hellzner's daughter, Michal, came back from Tel VAvi
and Hellzner started telling me about his farm gd&a and that
he needed someone to work there. If | married Mjdh& said, |
would get the farm and two cows. He told me he @duly two
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mules and that | would be the owner of the fargtidh’t like this
arrangement at all, and | asked Michal what shaght She told
me she was a communist and berated me for alloviieg
bourgeoisie father to take advantage of me.

Suddenly, one day Horowitz told me that the Mikveh
teacher’s council decided to reinstate me at scHaalturned to
Mikveh and found that Shimon Pinnes had gone tatséirica
and Linderman, to America. Shimon died sometimer lat South
Africa and Linderman was making children’s shoe€lmcago.

The whole episode including the work in Ekrone ddst
for six to seven weeks. After a short time | figlu@ut why | was
reinstated. The teacher’s council, consisting ofiépVinik, and
other teachers, claimed that it was unheard ofttireabest student
in the whole school should be expelled because uzh sa
ridiculous incident. All the same, they did not wam give me a
diploma. When | finally received my diploma | waslitg
offended because my grades were excellent. Foeiship, in
other words, behavior, | received the grade ofédirat’, and for
my work, dedication, and various subjects | alseceised
‘excellent’.

The “Zeppelins” were the créeme de la creme of the
school. Geda came from Kfar Giladi, the son of Maand Israel
Shochat. We knew his father had left the kibbutd trere were
many stories about him. | cannot say that Geda aag
impressive ideas. He was the first child born iar®iladi which
immediately bestowed upon him special status. He avenan of
few words, but insistent.

The uprisings of 1929 broke out when we were aetie
of our second year. Many Jews were murdered, &dlyein the
settlements of the Upper Galilee. We wanted torgbwlunteer
to guard in the Galilee. Krauze refused, claiming were too
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young. He said we were still his responsibility. Wed to
persuade Hillels. It was up to me, the teacher\grite, to
represent the group because | spoke Hebrew fluentlyed to
convince him that if we were not allowed to go agraup, we
would go individually.

Hillels spoke to Krauze and convinced him that #swa
good idea, then told him to send me first becaugéather was in
America and there was no one to grant permissioaute said he
would take responsibility for me. | reminded thematt| had a
mother. It was decided that if my mother sent geteitating that
she released the school from any responsibilityyoluld be
allowed to go.

When we arrived in Tel Aviv she already knew. Every
morning a wagon with passengers, the Dilligeneriage), went
to Tel Aviv with the mail and to bring supplies. &ltarriage
driver was sent to tell my mother to send me bacéchool. The
situation in the Galilee was bad, but it was alad &t the Mikveh
and we were too young to go. | told my mother thaanted to
go to the Galilee and that | would not be comingkd® Tel Aviv
or near Tel Aviv. | begged her to sign the letléris was a tough
time. She was from Rosh Pina and with her sympé#&bhythe
Upper Galilee, she agreed to sign. | went backctwal and
brought the signed release with me. | handed it taivéhe school,
releasing them from all responsibility.

Krauze was proud of me and of all the boys from my
class who followed me. He was a French student ftom
Alliance, but had a great deal of Jewish pride v@udly he could
not reveal this, but it was evident that he wasesely proud
that a young man of 16 volunteered to protect #tdesnents in
the North.
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Through Mussa we made contact with the Haganah and
the whole group was sent to Degania. We arrivedethg night
and entered a large room. Two people were waitiog us,
Pinchas Shneurson, who replaced Trumpedlor at fiai &fter he
was injured, and another, short man. | had readtabmmpeldor
thousands of times and remembered the sentenceeti®on,
you are the commander.” Yet | saw the short maralépg
assertively to Shneurson. This had an enormousdampn me,
especially as Shneurson was three times taller higanolleague.
The short man was Ya'acov Pat, the Haganah commamdee
Galilee. He came to talk to us and later that nightgot on a
wagon headed to Yavniel, a group of children l6ryed age
taking arms. These were not the parabellum gunsvere used
to. We were given rifles.

When the residents of Yavniel saw who had come to
protect them, they were shocked. They put us insti®ol and
we went out to guard. My position was next to therrigishteter
house, the last house in the settlement at theftape hill. The
settlements in the Galilee were built from blaclsddarock and
the houses on the last row were connected withck waall. |
guarded one of the locals, a Russian immigrant wiaal
converted. He played an ocarina, a Russian folklwistrument,
and my soul took flight. It is possible that theaBs planned an
attack but didn’t proceed because they heard treanu

When we reached the Lower Galilee, the attacks had
mostly stopped but there were still a few instanaieshooting.
For that reason, some of us were relocated to fEet)Galilee
and volunteers were needed for Kfar Giladi. | whs first to
volunteer because | wanted to see Geda.

We arrived at Kfar Giladi in the middle of the hast.
They gave us three pairs of mules and, armed withpans, we
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went to the valley at the foot of Mount Hermon ¢ad sheaves.
During the day we harvested and at night we guardaerked
nearly 24 hours a day with barely two hours of gle&hen the
tension eased somewhat, the commander, Nahum Shadmi
summoned me and gave me the best present a peosdch c
receive in those days. He patted me on the backaddne he
was going to Rosh Pina and that | could go with.Himas filled

with pride. That evening | ate in the Kfar Giladginithg room with
people | had only read about. | was only 16 yedds working

side by side with people | revered.

We were in for about a month and in Kfar Giladi six
months before
| went home. | wanted to see my mother so she ceeddthat |
was alive. | laid down on the floor since that isat/| had become
used to and slept for three straight days and sigily mother
told me that she tried to wake me and couldn’t. feldeme soup
in my sleep so that my stomach wouldn’t be empty.

The events of 1929 did not bring the Arabs the Itesu
they had hoped for. It started with shouting, thebbing, then
murder and after it was all over, the tension remdi Kfar Giladi
was never attacked. There were gangs who came [ftalsa
(Today, Kiryat Shmona) but they didn't get closa arever fired
a shot. We went out to the fields to work and theyer shot at
us.

| returned to the Mikveh dairy and tfedchafor the third
year. | was a good worker and knew everything theas to
know about thefalcha the dairy, the chicken shed, and the
vegetable garden. You could say | was an experéalinthe
important agricultural branches. | read all theet&i agricultural
magazines | could get my hands on.
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In the second year class there was an incidentBétiny
Eddelman, a rich boy from Canada who dressed nimedywas
the only one who owned a smoking jacket. On Saturda
afternoons he went dancing at the fancy PlatineeHatold Tel
Aviv. We would dirty our shirts at the blacksmitbs Fridays or
intentionally rip brand new shirts and put patctms them
because that was the “in” way to dress. Eddelnzsed the
collar on the ordinary blue shirt and pants we wairthe Mikveh
to look more elegant. When we went to the movi¢srdhat, we
saw the Americans and the British raised the coliam their
shirts.

Eddelman was a smoker. Smoking to us was hedanistic
like slow dancing. We weren't jealous when he wemtthe
Platina. He didn't belong among us anyway. What hasloing
there anyhow? The following year two more Canadiamived,
bringing with them baseball and basketball. Theyewiolksy
types and Eddelman was a snob. His sister wouldylrim back
in a car on Saturday nights. He had privileges thditin't have
because | didn’t pay tuition and his father paidi&a year.

One evening we were sitting on our beds in his radwer
lights out. | watched as he lit a cigarette and kado My father
didn’t smoke and neither did | or the others. Eduel offered me
a cigarette to smoke. | took it and said to my#gdlflidn't like it,
| wouldn’t keep smoking. He lit a match and handed the
cigarette. | brought it to my mouth and at that reainHillels
opened the door to see what we were doing and e@okcii we
had turned out the lights.

Without thinking | extinguished the cigarette on aryn.
Benny, the authority on smoking, put his cigaretié on the bed
and threw it away. Hillels asked if we were smokifipe room
reeked of cigarette smoke. Eddelman sat there émilycand said
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nothing. Hillels ordered me to show him my hand.létame have
it. Benny kept his mouth shut. It was a quick wayldarn who
was a friend and who was a traitor.

| also learned about the world via movies and raman
novels, which enlightened me about life and loves $€éttlement
farmer types weren't infants. Four idealistic Poliéouth Zionist
Movement students from Pinsk and Bialystok who maAtigah
taught us all about the real world. They came fravemalthy
families who paid for their education and they takl all about
anti-Semitism from firsthand experience. We had/@ahd about
it, but had no idea what it actually felt like t@llk down the street
and have someone spit in your face. They madeuing@ll too
authentic and for the first time anti-Semitism viarsgible.

Mikveh was a first-rate school. All the graduatesiked
away with a good education which contributed a tgdeal to the
Haganah. Without the solid foundation rooted inosdd and
institutions like Mikveh Israel, it would have beanpossible to
draw on the necessary training, discipline, anfltsaadrifice the
Israeli army required. | also believed that withoatviction, the
State of Israel would never have come into exigenc

If I have to evaluate my life up to this point, lould
conclude that before | arrived at Mikveh Israelwas just an
ordinary teacher’s son who wandered from placelaoey from
one type of community to another, a physically wead
underdeveloped child. The Mikveh transformed me mtperson
who could do physical work, be independent, malasitins, and
shaped me at a young age into the ‘tsataab(g concept of a
true man.

At Mikveh | acquired a profession | loved and elee|
at. | developed a nationalist belief in a new kafdsociety, what
was referred to as the ‘Jewish settlement'. Eveugh | was
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familiar with this kind of society only in theory, believed it
could be created. | wanted to be a small part aofugh larger
structure that would craft new relationships betwgeople.

At Mikveh | experienced how meeting new people gave
you the opportunity to see how different your rif is from
your ideal of life. My faith did not waver and | dmn to
appreciate that different people react differemthd that, while
many opinions coexist in one society, people witmmon
interests gravitate to each other.

| learned to be easygoing in my relationships \eitmners
and not wait to be approached. | learned that tisene shame in
wanting friendship and that sometimes | neededhke the first
step. | realized, of course, that the world is just, nor am I.
Even though | was raised on idealism, | harboreth flaws and
weaknesses.



A FARMER

| graduated from Mikveh Israel in 1931. Towards #red, my
eagerness to go to a moshav had dissipated. Frorethinning
we all planned to go to the moshav together, afihauy joining
the group did not come from any special motivation.

Apparently there was no available land for us arel w
were to live together until land was allotted. Digrithat time we
visited a group from a class ahead of ours thatgta@ohed to go
to a moshav. They were also waiting for land abddget, and in
the meantime were working at various jobs. We ledrfrom
them about the difficulties they faced, which stitrup second
thoughts. It is possible that if we had been tbleré was some
land in Beit She’arim and that we shotdp remove the rocks’
perhaps | would have gone. But we had to wait amddntent
and establish a core group that did outside jobs.

At the end of every school year, the agricultuiialsibn
of the Histradrut searched for suitable graduatedillt vacant
positions, and that it is how they found me. Thiernf received
was to manage a moshav for a moshavnik from Mogttaxot
near Jerusalem who went to work for “Tnuva”. Thiaswperfect
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for me as | had just finished school and immedyateent to
work. Hillel Tzur, a “Beitarnik’, with whom | had athing in
common, went with me.

| did not make informed decisions at that stage,| bvas
the right person to work on a farm, especiallyhe orchards and
the dairy. “Tnuva” wanted Ben-Yehuda from Atarotvork in
Jerusalem and they were looking for someone youdgsarious
to fill his place on the farm. This was a good appaity to
experience life on a moshav, which was an excetl#atnative to
belonging to a group that was working at odd jad waiting for
a grant of land.

| bid my Mikveh friends goodbye. Most of them went
back home to their kibbutzim, moshavim and villagd$ie only
place to meet was in Tel Aviv because the Tel Ayigup went
back to the city and didn’'t work in agriculture.

Those who made it to Tel Aviv found ways to get
together. No idealistic conversations there. Adlythwanted to do
was spend time together and have fun. When | cani@lt Aviv
every three or four months to see my family, | veboieet them.
Tel Aviv was small and when someone came into tdvenword
spread quickly. Within an hour everyone got togetla
someone’s house. Our time spent together considtegporting
on what we were doing with our lives and walkingvacAllenby
Street till we reached the seashore.

When | got to Atarot, | went to Ben-Yehuda and,itas
would happen, on the first day another fellow shdwe at the
same time. | arrived from Mikveh and a Latvian nbgrthe name
of Glick from Binyamina arrived from Beitar. It walse first time
| had to compete for a job and | was unprepared.

At the Mikveh and the Agricultural Institute, thdéyad
pressured me to go to Atarot immediately after ethended
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without taking a vacation. They said it was urgamd they were
expecting me. Ben Yehuda requested a worker forrmenths
but there was no one available, and then suddewdy df us
appeared. For the first time, instead of being westt who
received a pat on the back if he did what was degecf him, |
now had to pass a test whose outcome would be ragcehof
earning an income.

Unemployment in the country at that time was rampan
The prosperity of the Polish Aliyah at the end bé t1920's
waned by the fourth Aliyah. The state of affairsendone person
was employed and the other was not was difficutt Ben
Yehuda. He was a wonderful man, serious yet id#age, and
didn’t know what to do except tell us: “It's timerfthe midday
milking. Go and milk the cows.”

| was only 17 and a half years old and the otherwas
much older than me. He was from Binyamina and was
experienced in farm work while | was fresh out oheol. | got
stuck with the most difficult cow to milk, a cowahbarely had
any udders. But after milking, my bucket of milk svuller than
Glick’s and had almost as much as Ben Yehuda ysgatl from
the same cow. The foam was white and clean withapeck of
dirt. In short, it was obvious who the professiomnak.

While Ben Yehuda and his wife were involved in a
conversation, | played with their son. | felt goadd wasn’t
nervous. | got the job. For the first time | conggewithout any
help, just good old efficiency. Glick was a goodrker and a
good dairyman. Later | got to know him well, butnbhad the
advantage.

Getting a job gave me a sense of satisfaction. bt
was | a Mikveh graduate — | was a worker. The titheorker’,
was to me what “doctor” was to someone else ands avworker
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in the full sense of the word. Glick, who didn’ttglae job, was
not bitter or angry. On the contrary, he told mevds a good
dairyman. Later | asked Ben Yehuda if anyone onniushav
needed a worker because in those days, hiring woréa a
moshav was forbidden. Ben Yehuda thought aboutoiit &
moment and said he would talk to Shpillman. Shmh had
mitigating circumstances. His wife was ill and aciog to
moshav law he was allowed to hire a worker. Gliegdn to work
for him and everyone was happy.

Life at Atarot was difficult but it didn’t alarm mé was a
part of the family: husband, wife, a young childpdathe
farmhand. The husband woke early in the morning \aedt to
Jerusalem while the wife prepared me breakfastrked all day
long milking pure-bred cows, which takes specialecaThere
was also a chicken shed. We had to bring the watdvarrels
from a well near Ramallah, 10 kilometers away. uigchave to
load two very heavy barrels onto the horse hitohadon, travel
10 kilometers, fill the barrels and bring them bamkd use a
measuring stick when the farm, animals, and familgmbers
needed water.

There was also a fruit orchard to attend and nesstr
were planted all the time. In order to plant newesr it was
necessary to quarry the rock filled land. MakingOlmeter holes
so that the roots would take and have room to graw difficult
to say the least. Quarrying a hole like that irkrbad to be done
with dynamite. | had to do all this without any fineEach time |
had to plant trees | sweat like a pig.

| had a group of friends, Hillel Tzur from my grqup
Glick, and me. We were the only three workers @ ritoshav.
During the day | worked and at night | normally gied. The
moshav was built in the round and every Wednesilgyt it was
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my turn to guard from sundown to sunup. After aglanight of
guarding | couldn’t sleep because | had to go taokwia the
morning. It was no wonder everyone was always tired

The work was hard, the price of milk was low andfips
were almost nil. The only place the moshav resglesed to get
together was in the milk shed when they broughtntiii& in the
mornings and evenings. They would say one or twals/to each
other and then return to work on their farms.

There were endless incidents of attempted theferdh
was no telephone and the only connection with theest city,
Jerusalem, was by use of an old car, the “lorryfciwhiransported
the milk. | don’t remember ever reading a newspajpgmg my
time at Atarot.

| didn’t stay long at Atarot. Ben Yehuda never gséd to
working at Tnuva because of never-ending problerith the
manager. On the weekends he worked with me onattme @intil
he decided to quit Tnuva for good. Even though dldayo to
work for the moshavnik who took his place at “Tnuva
contacted Mikveh and let them know that | woulddiéng a new
job. They notified me by mail not to pursue thisacbecause they
had a job offer for me.

In those days it was customary for the Mikveh wklout
for its graduates, especially those with no corinecto a
particular farm. | was told that an elderly Jewistan from
Eastern Europe, a grain importer by the name ofovsky, had
decided to be a farmer. He bought an orchard, ehoctsicken
shed, and dairy in Herzliya, but knew nothing abfamting and
was looking for a farmhand who could manage thenflor him.
The Mikveh handled the negotiations and was sutess
securing a high salary for a worker on a privatenfaseven lira a
month, a liter of milk a day and four eggs. The amagvere
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considered high for a farm of 15 dunams, orcharmi$ a few
cows. | decided to go to Herzliya.

| was considered a working farmer. Once again | was
rising early to milk the cows, take out the flosidadonkeys, take
the hoe and go to the orchards to weed crabgradirée in the
morning | woke for the first milking. This is wheielearned
about capitalism. Yanovsky, who was older than didn’t sleep
much at night. He would knock on my door and saYiddish,
“Shmil, Shmil, you have to get up and go to workyvoke up,
looked at my alarm clock. It was two in the morningtill had
one more valuable hour of sleep. Yanovsky would evale up
like that every single morning.

After | milked the cows and let out the flock, leat
breakfast and went to work in the orchards. Atdeten thirty, in
the middle of the day, | looked up and on the hiaw Mr.
Yanovsky lying under a tree watching me. | neved saything
the first, second, or third time, but then | fiyadisked him why he
was keeping an eye on me since he didn’'t know amythbout
this kind of work. He stopped after that but ittlefe feeling
uneasy.

In the evening there was the milking and churnndad. |
also had to make cheese, go to the shop, do thHespand bring
the money for what | sold. Through all of this Yasky never
once invited me to have dinner with him.

At eight o'clock one evening after an exhausting da
work there was a knock on my door. “Shmil, kim Hipi
beinblach” (Yiddish for “come and play beinblachhad no idea
what he was talking about. The Yiddish botheredb@meause we
were never permitted to speak Yiddish or any otfeeeign
language in my house. | went in. | thought thatifibach” was
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dominoes. | had never seen dominoes and had nontatathe
game was.

He said, “Shmil, let's talk.” He spoke Ashkenazitiiew mingled
with Yiddish words that he would translate. We ustieod each
other.

Two weeks later he started to take care about ruyrdu
although he never came straight out and talked ¢oabout it.
Here was a man who had worked all his life, madeeypmade
Aliyah, bought a farm with no help at all, not fraitme Jewish
Agency or anyone else, and he wanted to make né&em

| waited for the end of the first month when | wasbe
given money or ration tickets for “Tnuva”, but theonth ended
and there was no money. One day passed, theneanati
nothing. | told him that if he didn’t have the mgnée should let
me know when he could pay. | had no real need fomey. | ate
eggs and milk, but still | asked him to let me knawen | would
be paid my seven lira. | was eager to send the ynbame. | had
clothes that my father sent me from America durmglast year
at the Mikveh. | had several shirts and a shothkrgacket. | felt
like the son of a millionaire.

Yanovksy sat me down and explained to me that lde ha
money but what did a guy like me need with moneg?wéduld
give me one lira a month so | could buy halva areht every
day at the baker’s; the eggs and milk | receiveghary. He said
he would pay me one lira and the remaining six tieawould
save for me. In the meantime, the orchard was y@mythere
was no fruit yet. When it started to yield fruitfour or five years
from now, he explained, I'd have some money saved le
would give me three dunams and make me his partner.

The next evening he called me in for another
conversation and started by suggesting | marrywtbman who
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comes to wash the floors. To make it sound momaaive, he
told me that she would cook hot meals for me. Weld:doth
work for him, save some money, and get five dunahwschards.
This went on for several evenings until | had ertoabit.

One evening | went in to the kitchen and told him |
wanted my money for the month’s pay plus seven .ddydidn't
want to be an orchard owner, | was a worker. ItHelwork that
was expected of me. It was time to pay me. Hebstuidy replied
that he would not pay me and | got angry and tastknay anger
on a stack of dishes, flinging them on the floolodked at him
and at the broken dishes and told him we were aadn left.

Shimon, a boy | studied with who emigrated from the
United States, lived in Herzliya. He came to Isragth his
mother and they had a small farm. That same evdningnt to
his house and told him what had happened. He offee a place
to sleep in the roofless chicken shed they hatiényard. | took a
large sack of straw and went to sleep. It was wititee and it
started to rain. | didn't think it unusual and | sm& angry at
Shimon that he hadn't offered me a place to slemidé the
house. | had no demands. | decided to live myiliféhe country
and | thought it was nice of Shimon that he coyldre me a bit
of room in his chicken shed.

My conduct was a direct reflection of the way | was
raised and of my years at Mikveh Israel. | was wadéd to build
a country, a difficult country whose destiny wadb#“the land of
milk and honey.” | emphasize that | approached thagk not on
my own, but as something we would build togethee Wére a
movement of workers who went to build the roads waodk for
the community for no pay at all. | was one of agéagroup of
workers: a pioneer among pioneers. The pioneeit smrries
with it an element of sacrifice that is both peidoand shared,
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and all those people who sacrificed themselvesdtroabout the

changes. It's true there are those who lived a demis way of

life like the people who built Gedera and Rosh Pifaey used

Arab workers and we saw them as vultures that dedbu
practically everything but neglected the core. Wkt forget.

We were never jealous of the Gymnasium studeni®in
Aviv who finished school, went to university, ordaene well-to-
do city people. On the contrary, | always thoughimyself as
much more successful and more satisfied than trexg.wOr so |
thought. | believed | was doing something differeateating
something new, and they were just wallowing in itheEiurgeois
lifestyle. The education that | received made mmlenant of
extremists on either side -the Beitar right-wingess the
Communists on the left. | was geared to the ceMés. were
workers, pioneers, building the country, orientedther to the
right nor left.

This sort of education contributed a great deakh®
establishment of the country. Maybe the boys didrétome
politically involved and most of them remained sienfolks, but
that was the true power of a country where ordimagple didn’'t
flee from the settlements and stayed to work etiengh the city
lights beckoned them. | wasn’t jealous of the brigihts.

Melancholy came over me at times as | yearned daneh
and Shabbat. | saw the standard of living risechees earning
wages on a regular basis, and wages increase.cAeeaith 20
years seniority made a decent living and in schtodse were
curtains and even a piano. But the standard ohdiwilid not
interest me because | “built” the country and tetlements, and
the bright lights of the city were foreign to medadid not
enchant me.
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When my father returned from America he tried to
convince me to go study agronomics in Californihiol | had no
interest in doing. | wanted to be a worker. Looklmack now |
can say that the rainy night in Herzliya with tlaels of hay made
me strong. | wasn’t the least bit frustrated evdremvl didn't get
one day of work in Herzliya. | went to the employrmeffice,
traveled from farm to farm, offering my servicestwa hoe and
hoped to get any agricultural work | could. It wiagpossible! |
couldn’t even get a half days work but | was stdlppy because
at night there was a place we would all get togedhe dance the
Hora.

During that time | don’t remember having any gigfrds.
Girls didn’t exist for me or my friends. | noticédem of course,
but felt nothing. | was a part of a huge group thanted only one
thing: to work and build the country. Everythingelwas trivial.
It wasn’t a land of innocents. There were many vehovoked
trouble and rebellion. The group that | was coneedb didn’'t
listen to the incitement and wasn't interestechiy @olitical party,
nor was | a member of any political party.

| was a member of the Federation of Labor but not
registered with the party. | don’t recall any peutar pressure to
join a political party besides the “Histadrut”. las; however,
internally motivated as a result of my educatiod aonversations
with people, but not from randomly attending someeting
where an overzealous person delivered a fiery $peec

We hated the Trumpeldor Pact. When Jabotinsky exriv
in Israel, we went to Jaffa and ran after his dlatha way to Tel
Nordau past Ahad Ha'am Street. We did this oudafieation for
Jabotinsky, the man in charge of the Hebrew brigdeZionist,
not Jabotinsky the politician. The group that Idvgled to set
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limits: we don’t believe in your politics, but yoare a great
person.

Not far from my house in Tel Aviv lived a guy byeth
name of Leibovitz who became a successful busirmssiwe
were the same age and used to play together isttbet, but
when he joined the Trumpeldor Pact | couldn’t tatk him
anymore. In my opinion he was making an enormoustakeé.
During that time my brother Yigal was at the Gymuoasand my
younger brother, Yifrach, who was six years oldswenerging as
a gifted violin player. This was a trait he inhedtfrom my
mother who was also a gifted musician. She sangitifeldy,
played the mandolin and also taught piano. Butvehe also the
mother of three and didn’t have time to developthkmnt.

Yifrach was truly a great talent. He learned howplay
the violin and performed with a French musician sdmame |
forget and the person to whom all good Jewish nmetbeought
their talented children for lessons. He listenethem playing at
the Shlomit School of Music and decided that Yifrazad an
extraordinary talent for the violin. He would ptiae for hours on
end while the other children were free to play mig#on Gala
Street.

Amidst all this happiness | took my backpack ard toy
parents that | was going off to look for work. ftl&el Aviv and
walked all the way to Metulla. For several weeksalked from
village to village and from settlement to settlete&ome nights
when | reached a settlement | would knock on trst iloor and
ask for work, and sleep in the houses of completagers. | ate,
slept, and in the morning went on my way. | manaigedet by
and sometimes | was kindly given a piece of breatié morning
when | left. In those days everyone was like omgefainily.



52 A Farmer

| traveled all over the country from Tel Aviv to kida. |
didn't get any work, but | didn't starve eithernéver asked or
begged for anything. That doesn’'t mean | wasn’tgnyunl was
familiar with hunger.

I knew that two of my classmates were working in
Bitanya, not far from Degania, on a farm belongig the
Palestine Jewish Colonization Association (PICAh @y way
back from Metulla | met them. On the farm thereeverchards, a
dairy, andfalcha managed by PICA representatives and the
Baron from Tiberias, Mr. Zur. There was a supenyisdr. Lev,
some married workers and two friends of mine whorewe
bachelors. They asked Mr. Lev if there was any workme, but
there was none. Nevertheless my friends urged rag@yo

For a small fee, the bachelors ate in a commomgini
room. The first few days my friends paid for menc®i there were
no available beds, | slept on a table in the dimogm. On the
farm there were four workers. One of them was Galpan
exceptional man who later worked for Bank LeumiTil Aviv.
He came from Russia and in the evenings liked td ran
Russian, which he could translate straight intoreeb | sat by a
lantern next to him while he would read an entiterys The
image of him reading in Russian and translating ifiuent
Hebrew is one | will remember my entire life. Hroduced me
to stories | would never have encountered withbig amazing
ability.

But | still had no work. It was clear | wouldn't ladble to
stay in Bitanya for much longer and | needed tgkssarching. |
was worried because | had combed the entire couatny
couldn’t find any work, not even for one day. Afteree or four
days | went to plant trees with my friends at atsploere five or
six pairs of mules were plowing in the middle o€ tphlanting.
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They were told to be careful and not damage thek&uor
branches. | joined them but most of the day lesathe side or
relieved my friends for an hour or two.

The same day a farmer arrived from the Kinnerdagd
with two wild mules that he had brought from Jordapparently
there was a decision to bring in new mules to firitse plowing
for the day. It was the mules' first day of plowiagd a fragile
looking young man with red cheeks was responsiii¢hfem. He
looked like a child from a prestigious family iretbiaspora.

The farmer, Nachum Levin, left the mules hitchedhe
wagon and they constantly kicked. He took off thewp secured
it in the rut and gave the reins to the new guythed he could
start working. The farmer wanted to go back tof&isn and leave
the worker in the field. It was overwhelmingly dehat it was
his first day at work. The minute he touched thag@nder their
tails, the mules jumped and the plow came out efrth, nearly
throwing him over. He tried again just when thepeswisor
arrived and witnessed the entire event. The diempirevented
everyone from working.

There was a great deal of yelling. The whole tinsat
and watched the drama. At a certain point | askedverseer if |
could try since | was, after all, a first cldaflach. | took the reins
in hand, firmly secured the plow in the rut anddsahat | said to
the mules, tied the reins to the plow, and heldntheith one
finger. Everything went fine. The farmer, Nachumvire was
happy and took his guy and left. He left me witk thules and
asked me to return them when we were finished.

| felt bad for that young guy, a new immigrant]ifeg on
his first day of work. That afternoon Lev, the mgeg returned
and asked me to stay on for 15 grush (the lowektevaf
currency) a day and work on the threshing macHhife friends
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jumped with joy. In the evening | returned the nsute Levin,
who offered me a job but | had already obligatedetiyto work
in Bitanya. However, | took the liberty of suggestithat he give
the young immigrant the old mules to work with se ¢ould
learn. He offered me higher wages but | turned dhanvn.

| went back to Bitanya and worked the thresher.tign
ground two men stood with hoes and hoisted the afber
dispersing it into the opening with the iron tedfhyou weren’t
careful your hands could get caught in the teétyoll threw in a
whole stack, the teeth would cut it.

The heat at the end of the summer in the Jordaleyal
was severe and we worked 15 minute cycles on daotaystem.
| worked on the Berbern. | was a good worker aner & week |
was chosen to be on the Workers Committee. A feyg thter an
Agricultural Committee convention was held for thgricultural
workers in the country and | was chosen to bedpeesentative.

Every now and then Mr. Zur from Tiberias arrivede H
would come in a car and then get on a horse amdthicdbugh the
farms. He would talk only to Lev, the manager. Zived in a
palace in Tiberias. For us, Tiberias was the big @nd we went
there when the Habima Theater performed The Twalfght by
Shakespeare. On our way back we saw his magnifiebite
house on the side of the mountain.

After a few weeks of working on the thresher, Lev
notified the Workers Committee that PICA had insted him to
fire everyone. The budget was finished and the faould have
to close for a year until a new budget was allotidtht was the
first time | had ever seen an initiative by orgawideadership.
Lev was managed from a distance, but he was a werke had
risen to the level of manager. The termination ofkers hurt him
because he loved the fields and the animals amdbilen’t come
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to terms with firing the workers and ceasing worktie farm. He
told us that according to the orders he receivédha workers
had to go except three who would stay to feed thimas. |

asked how much money was left in the budget. He wsl there
was 1000 lira which had to last until the end & ylear. This was
enough for a manager and three workers, as weheageed for
the animals and some minor expenses.

At a meeting of the workers | suggested that Ldorin
Zur that we were all willing to stay and make ddahmivhatever
money there was left so that no one would be fifda: married
workers would only eat in the common dining roomnd ahe
women would cook for everyone. This would save gpeases
and food and we would try to finish the season witgh money in
the budget. We would relinquish our pay, but we Mall stay
and work until the new budget was allotted. Pertiapgollowing
year we could plan the budget so it wouldn’t beduge after only
nine months. Everyone agreed. | was only 18 yddratadhe time
but people trusted me.

We informed Lev of the plan and he passed it oAuo
who also agreed. We all remained and worked. These good
days. During the day we worked in the swelterimgthof the
Jordan Valley and at night we went to the Kinngf@ea of
Galilee). That is where | met Jenia. It was thstfiime | spoke at
length with a girl. We sat on the shore of the Kiret and talked
until three or four in the morning, and then | wetraight back to
work. | had no need of sleep. | already said thwsee good days
for everyone. We solved problems, worked, andetleas peace
in the country.

One morning | was standing on the Berbern with
pitchfork and heard someone calling my name. | gated my
father's accent immediately. He was standing leyrtlachine. He
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had come to the Kinneret to give a speech. | wertidar him

speak. When he was done delivering his speechitheni® | had

to come home because he was going abroad with cYiifracho

was a gifted musician. He didn’t want to see sutdlent develop
under his roof and not cultivate it. | asked hidyw needed to
go home. He explained that my mother was pregnathbacause
| was the oldest, | had to take care of her. Hd gt there were
jobs in Tel Aviv too. | told him | would have toittk it over.

| went back to Bitanya and worked one more dayhin
evening | took my backpack on my shoulder, receingdpay,
which was a pittance and just enough for a bustiok an Arab
bus from Tiberias to Tel Aviv. | didn’t explain tay friends why
| was leaving. Sentimentalism was frowned uponhiosé days.
No one was happy to see me leave since | was the dethe
group.

The plan was that father would go to France witiiath
and, after checking things out, would look intoniging mother
there. My brother Yigal finished his studies at tAgmnasium
and was about to enter the Technion. | would needtay for
several months. | felt compelled to obey, not beeaof Father,
but for my mother. My little sister, Odeda, wasrbbefore Father
left.

There was no work in Tel Aviv and Father received
compensation from the teacher’s union in the amofirit00 lira
for 25 years of service. In Tel Aviv | met some ray friends
from the Gymnasium, among them Moshe, Geula Cohen's
brother, and some others from Mikveh Israel. | dido anything
but take care of my mother for weeks, perhaps evemths, until
| received an urgent message from the Haganahlthats to
report to the Police.
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The British tried their best not to recruit Jewjsblice.
However, the Jews, or the Haganah to be preciggrpasure on
the Police to allow Jews to serve on the force smuld not only
consist of British and Arabs. Recruiting Jews te Bolice Force
became a national campaign. During this time Cong®an
Kingsley had left his position and in his placeeavrcommander,
Spitzer, arrived. He agreed to let a limited numbledews enter
the Police Force. And that is how | became a Halast Police
officer.



A POLICEMAN IN THE PALESTINIAN-JEWISH
POLICE FORCE

| was enlisted into the Police Force at Kishlaaffal. | showed up
wearing white pants and the classic blue shirt mmdribbon of
the Working Youth. Major Broadhearst inspected g¢ineup he
called the “beasts” and selected those he approfzedwas one
of them. Maybe because | was tan and sturdy; Inwadiea why
he chose me.

After that | was transferred to an Arab Sergeacthse |
spoke fluent Arabic. He said to me, “Inta watanbuYare a son of
the people. Ahalan Wa’'sahlan.” That was the begm@nd end
of my interview. | received a date to report fomimning in
Jerusalem.

| put mother, Yifrach, and the baby Odeda on a bt
would take them to a ship anchored in the Jaffa. Jaars were
everywhere. Father promised us the moon and the atal his
letters were full of assurances that Uncle Max wdwlp. Uncle
Max, whom mother was fond of, was a relative whd kaudied
in Beirut and instead of returning to Palestinenii® Paris to
become a lawyer. Actually he was a cousin but ererycalled
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him Uncle Max. He was the relative everyone relad for
support.

We said our goodbyes and | continued on to Jenustde
the Russian Compound. We were five Jews and sevenght
Arabs. We were issued uniforms and began a longnsirth
period during which we were trained to be policenmeRalestine.
The commander was Suleiman Effendi, who later becam
general in one of the Arab armies, and Shawish tierSergeant
in command and an extremely cruel and sadistic man.

We all lived in one large hall. As a Haganah trairie
already knew how to use a rifle but pretended ootl tknew
several words in English from the Gymnasium dayserf
evening there was inspection. We had to preseahd®oes, the
bandalora, (the bullet belt), the rifle belt, andrenthan anything
else, the copper buttons which had to shine.

We ate some pretty bad Arab food in the police scho
else we could eat out for five lira, which was cwnthly income.
The Jewish recruits went to a restaurant that gaedit until the
end of the month. Like the Arabs, | ate the locald and in the
evening when all the Arabs undressed and put carvedls’, the
traditional Arab trousers before starting to work shining their
shoes, | undressed and worked right alongside them.

The Arab men's eyes were full of hatred. On one sid
me laid Marzook, an Arab who could devour a wolh e other
side was Tukan, the black sheep of the family frarwealthy
clan. Luckily for him he had relatives in the PeliEorce.

The Arabs were amazed by me as | sat there arshpdli
my shoes. They spoke Arabic and never for a mohient occur
to them that | understood every single word theg.dslarzook
said to Tukan, “The Jew.” | answered him immediatrlArabic,
“Shu be-hi-mak?” (What do you care?). After that gat along
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great. There was no love or brotherhood, but wenésh to
appreciate one another.

The Arabs gave me a new name, ‘Sammy’, Sammy
Neaman. In the evening we would review everythirgylgarned
that day. Some of them caught on and for othensag difficult.
One evening we sat polishing shoes because we dvantesquad
to be the best in the morning inspection. Shawisin Was no
fool. He had spies working for him. He understoaht away
that | helped his friends, the Arabs, and appointedas the Right
Marker. | was first in line and behind me the mfsthe lineup.

Two weeks later, Inspector General Spitzer arrfeedhis
first visit. We were told that every room had toooke a
“copper”, a new recruit who was in charge. The oesbility
went to an Armenian guy who we later learned wasted as a
spy. The Armenian tried to appear Arab but fail& discovered
this early on because he was a complete idiot. di us the
British Intelligence (CID) recruited him and told@hto join the
Police Force, get to know the people, and passnfarnmation
about them. In return they promised he would jom €ID. In the
end the CID rejected him since he was too unceliz

The Jewish police officers were suspicious of meabee
they thought | was Sephardic and couldn’t undedstahy | was
sitting with the Arabs. They invited me severaldsnto go out
and eat with them or go see a film. The only probleas the film
ended at nine thirty and curfew was nine o’ cloGkie night |
decided to go with them. We went to Schulman’s awsint
where a woman cooked home style food which wasbdétan
anything we were eating. They treated the Jewidicgofficers
well and | had a great time.

Time flew by and all of a sudden it was five miraite
before nine. | ran and reached the gate at ninelazk! If |
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entered through the gate | would have to sign inoked around
and saw on the bottom floor a wireless and a masrading it
who looked British. He asked me if anything was ng@nd if |
was late for curfew. | admitted | was. He asked ié was
Jewish, and | answered that | was. He told menhime was
Tobianski and that he was also Jewish. He opengithdow for
me and | jumped in without having to go by the gatater found
out that he was Meir Tobianski. We were togethethi British
Army in Naples and | heard that during the Warrafdpendence,
he was executed by mistake.

But the Armenian was waiting for me. He was the
‘copper’ on duty that night and it was his job teeck and see if
everyone was present and accounted for at curfevaslwritten
up and despite all my shouting, | was demoted backe rank of
private. Nevertheless, my status wasn't damaged.

We began to learn the law with Bechor Shitrit, waier
became the first Minister of Police. He knew menfr@iberias
where his career in the Police Force began. Onaesked me my
name and if my father was a teacher. | told him after that he
acted like he didn’t know me. In the lessons hé&eddhe hunting
laws, the incarceration laws, and other laws amlegions. He
spoke both languages fluently, and Arabic evenebethan
Hebrew.

Every lesson began with a quiz on the material we
learned in the previous class. | remembered evewydvand
chapter of all the laws. At one point he handedtineenext day's
lesson and told me to prepare it. He told the cthas | would
read the material to them. | replaced him in clasd he would
show up from time to time.

After six months it was time for the final examiioat |
was still the Right Marker of the squad: eight Azand a few
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Jews. Inspector General Spitzer came to observeeamduct an
inspection. He was told he was coming to see thgves’, and to
his surprise, he saw the ‘squad’ at its best. Hheectn inspect our
cleanliness, spotlessness, polish and shine, a @w shaving.
As it turns out he had never witnessed such péofeatven in the
British Army. Everything shined. We had invested thaximum
effort, especially on the metal parts, with buttgrdished with
tons of Brasso.

We went to the firing range in Shuafat. The onlg evho
didn't like me was Suleiman Effendi, the Arab captaVe shot
from a distance of 100 meters while standing, 2@@ens while
crouching, and 400 meters lying down on the grodie: captain
was sure that a Druze policeman would win.
| fired at the target. From a distance of 100 nsetemile standing,
I hit five bull's eyes. | did the same from 200 ewt | had 20
points more than the Druze policeman from 400 rsetehnile
lying down.

Suleiman Effendi left the Druze and stood over nii w
his legs spread. The backside adjuster was sé&Cainéters. The
first bullet hit too high and the second a bit lowechecked the
backside adjuster and by mistake | positionedér®00 meters. |
showed it to Suleiman Effendi who ran to Stattfdite British
Inspector, and explained to him that there mustehbgen a
mistake and that | should be allowed two more sh®tattford
refused and said that there was nothing to be dime in battle,
a person pays for such mistakes. | repositioned bhekside
adjuster to 400 meters, fired three more bulletsbual’'s eyes.
The Druze won by one point.

From that time on | appreciated Suleiman and tieeroArabs.
They were proud of me and | became one of thematani”,
meaning son of the country.
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Examinations began. Stattford was the examiner and
because most of the men didn’t know how to write, tests were
conducted orally. Stattford was fluent in Arabicdamderstood a
litle Hebrew. Shitrit helped with the translatiodVhen the
examinee spoke Arabic, Stattford understood all @hswers.
When the examinee spoke Hebrew, Shitrit translaféden my
turn came, | answered in Hebrew. After | finish&thjtrit asked
Stattford if he wanted to hear me speak in Arafbite British
officer retorted, “But he is Jewish!” Shitrit tolsim to question
me on any law in Arabic. | had no problem at aldl aacited the
law in Arabic.

Shitrit heard about the firing range and knew thatbest
private received Inspector General Spitzer's batdithe time, he
was being transferred to the CID and he whispevend that at
the end of the examinations he wanted me to go hiith That is
why he wanted me to succeed. He was sure | woufuteiss
Stattford if | spoke in Arabic and that way he wbuemember
me. That was a mistake. Most likely Stattford didike a Jew
speaking Arabic, not to mention one who could shemtwell.
Despite all this, at the end of the course | rez@i8pitzer’s baton.

| was an exceptional cadet and was stationed irOlde
City of Jerusalem, where Jews were never statiodg number
was 1402. | was sent to the downtown section ofQlek City. |
lived with Arabs at the Saraya police station. Vde leverything,
homosexual intercourse, beatings, bribery, and more

My job was to patrol the streets of Jerusalem nafter
night, visit the pothouses, and get to know allttiieves. | don't
recall one incident where anyone harmed me or dsénto.
After two months of service, | was transferred. fThas the
method. Every few months policemen were transfetoed new
station. | was sent to the Mea She’arim policeiatatwhere the
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senior officer, Elias Haddad, was a Christian. Tristians
suffered from the Moslem police just as the Jews atid the
situation was uncomfortable. Here my name preceuzd

In Mea She’arim, | met British policemen for thesfi
time. The first night a British policeman and | wesn patrol
together in the neighborhood. Recently arrived fiengland, he
was a graduate of the British Police Academy at Mdcopus.
He treated me like a ‘native’ and, demonstratirgydantempt for
me, told me that this wouldn’t be the kind of patmsleep on or
eat at the bakery.

He was new but | was familiar with the area sodadtof
going straight, | led him into the alleyways. Iretimorning he
collapsed from exhaustion. He turned to me anddeléafor
coffee, a piece of bread, and a place to restswared that while
on duty, it was impossible. The next night as weppred to go
out on our rounds, he told me to patrol my way. Wéat into the
bakery, ate some fresh hot bread, warmed up, aaukdroffee
until six o’clock in the morning.

On the third night, he told me his life's story. Meas
unemployed, never graduated from school, sleptarkg and
then decided to come to Palestine. He talked ghitriong. When
we returned to the station in the morning and dl ggiodbye, he
didn't answer me because all the other British geslien were
nearby looking on. The next evening | ignored hite. tried to
explain his behavior to me. “Don’'t be angry. I'vachenough
trouble with the others. | couldn’t allow myself $peak to you.
That’'s how it is. Let's be friends where and whee gan and
ignore each other when we can't be friends.”

The second week | worked the day shift. Spitzeiddet
that the day shift started at six o’clock, with exges and foot
drills. Everyone was obligated, including the eldekrabs who
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had served in the force for 35 or 40 years. Acfiams the police
station in Mea She’arim was an empty lot where war@sed and
did gymnastic exercises, running, resilience, anapjng.

The Arabs and especially the elderly didn't underdt
the instructions. | whispered the instructions to @d Arab
policeman and the instructor got annoyed. “Whoaiking in
line? Quiet!” | whispered again and he startingsing me. | was
new on the force and didn’'t know that the word *¢y* was used
on a regular basis in the army and the British deokorce. |
turned around and said, “You are f***g.” He wentrberk and
yelled at me, “Don't tell me f***g. | am f***g you”and added
that he would punish me for my insolence. | toloh that my self
respect was more important than his punishmentl amouldn’t
serve in the Police Force if he continued his iofetreatment.

| was put on trial before District Officer Winath court,
they asked me if | wanted to speak in Arabic indteaHebrew
so that the officer in charge would understand, ifingkcessary
they would translate to Hebrew. | was escorted il déhe
‘copper’ told his version quite differently than Hid at the time
in question.

Winart was a very impressive, tall, white eye-brdwe
Englishman. | knew that the translator had alreaxiylained to
him what happened. He stated that the accusati@i® ragainst
me were serious. He ordered me to speak and hioidhat this
issue had two parts. First of all, it was a seripeisonal insult to
me and secondly, the use of particular words waghli
inappropriate. In this country, if two Arabs spdike this to each
other, one would wind up dead. If two Jews saichswords to
each other, one would be in the hospital. | wouldapeat the
words that were said.
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He listened to me and said, “I was raised in thenAr
and if you have something to say, say it.” | repdathe
obscenities in Arabic and used the word nowadagsvknas the
‘f word. | continued that | wouldn't tolerate bgjrcalled a native
and that it made no difference to me if someone avioslem, a
Christian, or a Jew. Repeating myself, | said thatas not a
native in the British derogatory sense of the wdfd. was a
policeman and obligated to keep the peace, | nededssess an
identity, and a sense of dignity. If my superioasimo respect for
me, and | did nothing about it, then | had no siigfity. It didn’t
even take five minutes and he announced, “Caseististh” My
belt was returned to me. The translator came odtkissed me.
The Sergeant received a warning and | was traesfdo Kishla
in the center of the country.

After a few weeks | went on the night shift with Arab
policeman and we patrolled near the current citlj. INext to
Barclay’s Bank there was a row of shops. An Arabgesant
approached us and told us that in half an hour,geaple would
come break the doors down and shots would be fdee. of the
burglars would run in one direction, and the otiogvard the Old
City. We were supposed to stand in the directiothefOld City
and catch him.

This made a great impression on me. What
extraordinary sergeant! He knew beforehand abauwinge about
to take place. | was rather naive at the time ataba#ly believed
he had a sixth sense. | expected to catch mychirstinal and that
is exactly what happened. Two people showed up saaded
working on the lock. A shot was fired. One man #anthe
direction of Machane Yehuda market and the othertoavards
the OId City. We caught them and arrested thernok tout my

an
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policeman’s notebook and wrote down an account oBtw
happened.

The next morning the two of us, the Arab policeraad
[, went to report to Shauki Bay, the District Conmdar, and a
three star officer who worked for the secret polide we were
waiting, the Sergeant who spoke with us arrived laasked him
how he knew a crime was about to take place. Hedaste what
| meant by that. He assured me the man was a . years
previously, he had caught him and he was senteiociee years
in prison, swearing he would kill the Sergeant wihengot out.
Yesterday morning he was released from prison. Sbmeant
told me how he had arranged the whole thing wite oh the
informers so we would catch him easily. Now he widog in the
slammer and we would all have peace of mind.

| didn't like this at all. | understood that the mavho
was Arab, had no intention of stealing but wasited a trap. He
had just been released that morning and was alrbadi in
prison. When | went in to testify, the Arab Sergeaatd me, “Tell
them everything, except what | told you would happehat part
you don’t need to tell.”

Shauki Bay asked me what happened. | had to testify
under oath in a court of law against the thiefitigo Bay, “Your
honor, | may have to tell you everything | know diref this case
begins, because if | have to do it under oath,Ill t&il the true
story.” |1 told him what happened. It was clear Iswaetween a
rock and a hard place as the Sergeant had comnaitiddarly
illegal and immoral deed of entrapment. Shauki Begs an
honorable officer and decided to change the chaggenst the
man and that | would not testify.

The case was closed, but the Sergeant was furlous.
wasn't just any policeman anymore and my name hambrbe
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well known. The District Arab Commander, one ramgtolwv the
British officer, said to me, “Boy, in three montly®u have made
more history than others do in 30 years. You hageyrfans and
you are honest, but you also have many enemiesaiul.” He
added, “I have to get you out of here. | am sending to
Katamon, to the Christian area of the city.”

So off | went to Katamon. Sergeant Christie, tHeef in
charge of the station there, knew my record. | wested
respectfully and no one referred to me by a numbet,rather,
‘Constable’ like the English policemen. The Britigksually
referred to their policemen by numbers: ‘520’ 0b24 but | had
earned the title, ‘Constable Neaman.’

One evening | was sent to an old shanty neighbatfio
East Katamon that had no roads or street lightgeato'clock |
had to make rounds and the British officer who wagposed to
go with me had called in sick so | was on my owmeQ@f the
British officers explained to me that the area wWasgerous and
that | should take a weapon. Usually we only toakohs, but |
signed for a gun and went to make my rounds.

It was pouring rain when | reached the area ancden
several rounds. The other policemen usually tookap after
midnight and woke up around three in the morningdenanother
round, and napped again. During one of my roundisdovered
Sergeant Christie hiding behind one of the sh&8&en after that,
he was promoted and became a senior officer ifotice.

| realized | was being followed and didn't like lit.was a
bad sign. It was muddy, rainy, and windy and theckh rattled. |
signed the board every half hour as required awcth &ene, the
Sergeant was there. This went on for several nightss being
watched all the time. In the morning when | returrikee guard
boards, they let me sleep and if | didn't showegrewnce, they
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checked me. They checked to see if my belt wasiclelbad the
feeling that the entire British Police Force wagaliting on me.
The Arab officer couldn't help. He told me straighit that he
couldn’t do anything. | reassured him and told mat to worry
because they would get tired of it before | did.

After a few weeks Christie was promoted to Senior
Officer and the Arab officer was promoted to Statio
Commander. | decided | had had enough of the rslgifit. | was
ordered to join the Police Force. What did | nagdi? All | did
was walk around all night in Katamon, the Old Citr, Mea
She’arim. What kind of security service was thatad no life, no
girlfriend, nothing. | worked at night and sleptrithg the day.

| asked to see the Arab commander and requestbd to
transferred to the Mounted Police. Since the ddyshe Turks,
the Mounted Police was entirely Arab and everyoad large
moustaches. Bedine Bay, the Arab commander, said/chad
speak to Fawzi Bay Idrissi, the Commander of theuMed
Police, who came from a well-known Libyan family.

| joined the Mounted Police without going throughya
preparatory course. As was customary, | bought sehdike
everyone else with the help of a police loan whics deducted
from my monthly salary. | received a special unifptincluding
britches, special riding trousers, a blue belt, amnifle.

In all of Jerusalem there were only three seniovisle
Mounted Police. The first was Hanoch, who aftersak@s in the
Israeli Mounted Police. | can’'t remember the narhthe second
man, who later opened a casino in Bat Yam, or liive.t | first
met Hanoch in Kishla. He took pity on me and expddi to me
that the problem wasn’t riding the horse but ratlyetting
instructions in English: how to turn right, howttan left, how to
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walk stride and more. He gave me two private lessomd then
simply said, “God will help you.”

Fawzi Bay ldrissi told me that he knew my case bgrh
but that there, they had no business with the ®Bripolice. "We
don’t ride with them. They have British mounted ipelat the
other stations like Hartuv." He told me | would dg@ing into the
villages alone but shouldn’t have any problems. Bushould
remember! If something went wrong ‘Idak be-chzarm. other
words, your hand is on my belt and you can conmeg¢avhenever
you want.

| rode into Arab villages like Nabi Samuel, Abu Désd
others. Every day they sent me to a different gédlaand
sometimes | went to three or four villages in oray.din the
beginning, | went several times with Arab policensrd | saw
how they conducted themselves. They came to thiageil
entered, and asked for tMukhtar (the head of the village). The
Mukhtar received 30 bows, allowed them to enter the Madh&a
meeting place for guests. They took the horseitfdilled a sack
with enough hay for three days and put six or ses@rers on
mattresses. After this ceremony they sat downaamdried eggs,
samna goat’s cheese and olives. A meal fit for a kilgen the
coffee was served and the village elders enterddagan to talk.
‘Keef Khalack.” ‘Keef sakhtatkArabic for: How are you? Is
everything okay? We sat around as they told staalesut the
days of the Turks and the amazing miracles th& pdace. Then
we continued to the next village.

My fluent Arabic and authentic accent were an athge
and the conversation flowed. | remember one int@xgevening
in Nabi Samuel with a Communist village member. Vhilagers
didn’'t understand this Communist who didn’t believe God.
Sometimes when | arrived at the village there wobkl a
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wedding, with Debka dancing, fantasy dancing, amokssfired
into the air as was customary in celebrations. Ning was
unrivaled. In short, | had a great life.

If | stayed in the village overnight, | slept iretMadafa. |
spoke Arabic well and therefore was accepted warrlywas
never asked if | was Jewish. | was a policemanapdliceman
was a king. Not a regular king either: the onlydki®nly the
Mounted Police went to those villages. The Britig#ver showed
their faces there. All in all my life was quietrdde from village
to village. Sometimes | had to inform tMukhtar that he had to
do something like appoint people or bring documents

After a few weeks | was on cloud nine. Fawzi Bajow
never asked to see regular policemen, asked tmeekle said he
had a job that normally wouldn't be given to a Jewas to go to
Abu Dis because the government had decided to laugdhool.
The building had begun and the village hadn’t gh&l money to
complete the building. It was my job to force thémpay the
money. The people said they already had a placstudy, a
Kuttab, next to the mosque and they didn't needchoal.
Besides, if the government decided on a schooln thee
government should pay for it.

Nikola Sabba, the Christian District Officer was in
charge. He wanted to prove to the British goverrrtieat he had
influence among the Arabs and requested a policemaan
accompany him. Fawzi ordered me to go with hirAlba Dis. |
reported to Nikola Sabba’s office and saluted. klkeed me what
my name was and spoke a few words in Arabic thkadame if |
was Moslem or Christian. | told him | was a Jew. W a short
man, but elegantly dressed. When he heard my arissvisanged
on the desk with both fists and said, “What is wWidwzi Bay?
Doesn’t he know where | am going, sending me a Jeld
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him that he should know Fawzi Bay, and that he nevade a
mistake in his entire life. | told him that, withenas a body guard,
there was no need to worry.

Entering the village, my rifle was by my side. We\ad
at a two story house owned by the most influergiad wealthy
family in the village. They received us like royaltn our honor
they served coffee in golden cups. There was endogt for
everyone sitting in the dining room and for theirenvillage. |
joined them and the District Police officer who mlidtreat me
like a police body guard. This treatment was passedo the
guests who also treated me with respect. They thergvealthiest
land owners in the entire area. We spoke aboutydagrthings
and slowly we got around to the school issue.

| sat quietly while Nikola Sabba spoke. During the
conversation he turned to me and asked my opirfiiaking the
floor | explained to them the value of an educatidimong other
the things | said, “Look how the Jews do it. Loaswhmuch we
invest in education.”

My remarks stunned them. Until that moment it never
occurred to them that | was a Jew. They thouglad @ Bedouin,
or Moslem, or a Christian. But since | was a gumediody made
any comments. The children peeked through the wisdand
heard every detail and quickly passed the informnationg to the
villagers waiting outside. They sent a Christiastriit police
officer and a Jew came with him. Inside the coratos carried
on quietly.

For some reason, probably to bring a file fromdhefor
the District Officer, | went outside. The house @sated at the
edge of the village. There were no roads and imatley next to
the house some young boys about 15 or 19 yearsweld
standing around. One of them approached me andsaidthing
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belittling like, if you didn’t have a rifle and andorm, you Jew,

you wouldn’t leave this village alive. Without thing | threw

my rifle down, took off my belt, removed my poligap, the

kolpak,and | said, Ya iben sharmoota”son of a bitch, now | am
not a policeman. | don’'t have a rifféa‘'al hon “come here.” He
moved back a bit. | approached him and grabbed lhynthe

collar and slapped him so hard he flew backward.

There was a lot of yelling and the head of the kami
came outside and saw me without my rifle, beltjggotap and
the Arab guy on the ground. He asked what happenddf | had
been offended. | told him everything was all rigind it was just
some rowdy young kids behaving badly. | assured lenwas a
wonderful host and we went back into the house.

Outside there was a lot of excitement. The ownethef
house was furious because his guest was offendedpptoached
Nikola Sabba and told him the school would be builhe
building would be completed within three month fsds and
added, “Sayed Nikola, you have nothing to worrywiorhen he
turned to me and said, “Sammy, ya Effendi, whengeer want
to come to the village come to my home. It is ybome.”"We
started out for Jerusalem and Nikolai Sabba saitlfawzi Bay
Idrissi would never believe what happened and hotahged the
entire course of the meeting. He couldn’t stop damgnting me
all the way back to Jerusalem.

In the beginning of the winter, Fawzi Bay told me h
wanted to transfer me to the Dead Sea. They hagdta build a
salt mining factory there. They had a lot of Jeheré and only
Arab policemen. The commander’s name was Ali, albtaficer
who was Fawzi Bay's servant in the Turkish army.

| rode on horseback to the Dead Sea and on thelway
stopped at the Jericho police station. | reporbettié black officer
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who, as it turned out, came from a Sudanese faamty during
the Turkish rule was a servant or slave for thés&irfamily.

Fawzi Bay brought him and later he became a pobiceand was
appointed as officer in Jericho.

In Jericho the Police Force was made up of thresb#\r
between 58 and 60 years of age. They grew up osehack
during the Turkish rule and they all had imposingustaches.
They lived in a tent on the banks of the Dead $eaked for
themselves, and baked bread without any help framewn or
servants. Apparently they had wives and familieome of the
villages. | am sure if they weren't policemen theguld have
been thieves and probably were at one time. Soradtter they
were recruited into the Police Force. Then suddeshow - up a
young guy joining them near Kalya where the pofastory was
built.

Around 11 o’ clock the first night they woke me up.
Hurry up. Smugglers. Get saddled up. The policéiostawas
located on the shores of the Dead Sea in the midfll&
wilderness of salt, about two kilometers from Kalyae station
consisted of three tents, three Arabs, and me. tNighe.
Darkness. | went with the horse beyond the spotrevtiee Jordan
River flows into the Dead Sea to catch the smuggi€he three
Arab policemen rode in front of me. Soon we cam®sg some
Bedouin with 20 donkeys smuggling goods into Jordemere
was shooting and yelling and moaning until finallle caught
them. For each donkey we got a reward of one sbilli

That is how it was night after night. They knew dsva
Jew but made no big deal over it. In a couple gkdae became
friends and they let me in on all their professlosecrets. The
only thing they didn't tell me, but which | quicklgliscovered,
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was that catching the smugglers was no accidenty TKmew
when there would be an incident. They had informers

| have to admit | was afraid. However, | had beithie
Police Force almost a year and every few monthsghged both
place and position. | fit in everywhere. There wasone
situation where | didn't get along with an Arab ipeman on a
professional level. | shot better than the Drupelerbetter than
the Bedouin, and could punch hard when | had t@t Hoesn'’t
mean | wasn't afraid of life in the isolated terithwthat particular
threesome.

Once a week we had to ride to Jericho to havesahesn
law from the black officer, Ali. The three Arab p@men had a
problem: they had to call the slave ‘Effendi’ -eind. They could
not read or write but Nasser decided that we hazbtoe once a
week for lessons.

One of us would stay behind in the tent while thieep
three went to the lesson in Jericho. We walked apthe
classroom on the second floor. The horses weratefin below.
In the classroom, th&ateh the secretary of the police station
would be reading some law. A typical question wolodd When
does the season begin when hunting is permittedt@or 50
minutes? When he was finished, Ali, the officerieeed to test
us. He asked two or three questions and thoseuwls answered
whatever they knew, while fawning over him with esgsions
such as, Na'am ya siddy’(Yes, sir).

He then turned to me and said, “You are learned. &e
from the police academy.” | answered him, “Yga, siddy’ He
asked, “When is it forbidden to collect eggs laig deer or
fawns?” | answered him, “You can collect the egaly after they
begin to fly.” His black face went pale and he l&fie room
fuming with rage. After the lesson | went downstand he came
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out of his office and stood by the railing. | wasthe yard by the
horses. He looked at me and said, “You are a JAW.bf the

Arab policemen of the Nabi Samuel police stati@rjcho, and
the Dead Sea stood and watched us. | answered/rude Abed,
ya mal'un abi lanta. Ya mal'un abuk malkestew @l“siln other
words: Oh, the slave of slaves. Damn your fatifeypul have a
father and if you have a grandfather. That wasmbise curse for
a black man.

The policemen broke out laughing and the blackceffi
Ali yelled, “Arrest him!” | didn’t wait around andjot on my
horse and yelled back at him, “If you want you vidlve to catch
me.”

Fawzi sat in the room with a serious look on hiefal he
black officer and thekittab, the secretary, entered and read the
accusations against me. On such and such a dsyclatand such
time, in the presence of so and so, you insultedfacer of the
British Police Force. They didn't state the insoldetail. Fawzi
Bay asked, “Guilty or not guilty?” | answered, “Ngtiilty!” He
yelled, “How can you be not guilty? There are wises”. | said,
“Fawzi Bay, may | say something?” | continued, t'lree begin
by saying that | am a graduate of the police acgd&ke are all
experienced policemen here and | am a child nexhém. A
jachsh,a young donkey, who is supposed to learn from treard
what do they do, sir? Disrespect me in public. Anol a human
being? Do | not have a moustache? He degraded raskiyg the
guestion about the flight of the doe.”

Idrissi couldn’t control himself and started lauggni That
is what happened? | told him that after we left lsson | went
downstairs and the officer shouted, “Jew.” Is diggrace to be a
Jew? What's more, to yell at me in front of all segeople, Ihta
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Yahoodi”. You are a Jew.” | answered him, and | repedg “
Abed.” Slave.

Fawzi Bay was angry and amused at the same time and
said, “Take the horse and go to Jerusalem.” A fewsdater |
was transferred to Hartuv. In Hartuv there were fi¥ us. At first
the British policemen ignored me. | lived with thémthe same
tent, but they never even said as much as hellnegoActually
they totally ignored me. The Sergeant responsildeldvorder me
to go into the village, when to return, when toteva report. The
British never went anywhere. All day long they pieed
bayonets and removed stakes as preparation foupgheming
annual competition at Mount Scopus.

One story that can attest to my character happaned
Bab-el-Wad In Bab-el-Wadthe British police officers would go
on buses and travel without paying bus fare, whighs
customary at the time. When | was in Hartuv ahdd a day off
I would go to Jerusalem. On my salary, | couldréste money. |
would reach thé&ab-el-Wadunction and get on an Egged bus to
Jerusalem without having to pay. One day the biwedold me |
had to pay. | reminded him that policemen don't.g4g got very
angry and told me not to get on his bus next tifnecouldn’t
pay. “We don’t owe you a free ride,” he was pleasetell me.
So | paid my fare, went to Jerusalem, and wenigsirdo see the
manager of Egged. | made a complaint, but he jedtithe bus
driver’'s behavior and claimed there were no seat$ i there
were, the fare for them paid for the gas and taxed,therefore |
must pay. | demanded to know about the Britishgegliand if
they paid. He answered that it was none of my lassin

One day not long afterwards, | was again standigy n
Bab-el-Wadand | stopped an Egged bus. For the next two Hays
wrote them 50 traffic tickets, for violations thaicluded a
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package left in the wrong place, a broken headlgpgeding, and
more. | knew the law and a policeman could wriekdts. |
handed in the tickets to the office and asked thersave time
and have all the hearings on the same day. Thisitntleat all the
bus drivers had to be in court on the same daytlaentire bus
line was going to shut down. The bus company paadickorcing
the manager of Egged to intervene. The company gesnant
appealed to the Jewish police officers and askexh o use their
influence. | held my own. A British officer couldde for free
because they were afraid of him and he made moreynthan |
did. | wanted the same rights. Weren't the laws shene for
everyone equally? | paid for each and every bus add even
when they wanted to exempt me from paying, | redudgut |
taught them a lesson: | was a Jewish policemantiaeyg were
obliged to treat me the same way they treatedtisBmoliceman.

The Hartuv police station was under the authority o
Innab (Kiryat Anavim), near Abu Gosh. The officaraharge was
Ahmed Effendi. | never got to see or hear him, dwity spoke
with him over the phone. | made friends with hicrsaary,
Nasser. My job was to patrol the villages.

Near theBab-el-Wadunction was a coffee house, known
locally as akhan'. | went there on occasion to eat and drink and
always paid my way. Th&han was on the second floor and
below it were stables. The owner of tkiean was half black.
More than once when | went there | heard him takom the
telephone with Ahmed Effendi, the police officeprr Innab.
These conversations sounded suspicious so whes bwaatrol
duty in the villages, | started asking questiortsedrd rumors that
Ahmed Effendi put pressure on the villages andhendwner of
the khan apparently his partner, to buy fruit and vegetabat
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half price, and that he had all kinds of shady hess deals going
on the side.

On Yom Kippur, a war broke out in Beit Mahsir betme
two clans. Who had to come and solve the dispute?riative |
rode one and a half hours to the village, arrivin¢he afternoon.
The village was quiet. | went to thdukhtar and asked what
happened. He told me the situation was bad. Het wanto
explain that a boy from one clan looked at a gioinf another
clan and her brother saw it. What did he do? Heck#td the boy
and beat him up. Then a fight broke out betweentieclans.
Now everything was peaceful, but at night, the sigdes swore
there would be blood. Then he added, “Ya, Sammurigif do
what you see fit, but know that tonight there Wil blood.”

| told theMukhtarthat | would stay. He looked at me and
asked what | was planning on doing all by myseH. éxplained
that there were two fighting clans but there wasmmal clan to
straighten things out. There were other families they didn’t
dare interfere. | told him | would take them bothBab-el-Wad
and call Ahmed Effendi. We would get on a truck gadto the
police station at Innab. After an investigation weuld hold a
Sulha (traditional Arab reconciliation ceremony). Aftatl, the
boy didn’t touch or harm the girl. He didn’t evepesk to her. A
few days later the situation calmed down.

The Mukhtar helped me get the two children out of the
village and no one interfered. We went downBab-el-Wad
Half way down the mountain, far from the villagehem no one
could hear | said to them, “Listen and listen gdddw finish this
business between you. Did he look at your sistenack him.
Did he hit you? Smack him twice.” Rolling around ttwe ground
they hit each other until there was blood. Totatkhausted they
asked to go back to Beit Mahsir. | refused. | ttodm to theékhan
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at Bab-el-Wad took them into the stable, closed the door, and
called the station at Innab. | didn’t dare call AdurEffendi but
instead spoke with the secretary. | explained to how | took
them, how they beat each other up, and that evagythas okay.
However, | added, it might be a good idea for hintetkke them up
to Innab and let them sit there for a day or twavolld return to
the village and reassure the families.

Ahmed Effendi was pleased. He told me he would send
truck and take them to Innab. He praised me byngatyiat for a
new policeman who isn't Arab, | had done a good jolwvent
outside and sat on a rock near kivan The road was completely
quiet. It was Yom Kippur and no buses passed. Actbs road
some camels were sitting and next to them were @admom
Jordan who were transporting wheat. | sat and wdite the
truck. After a short time the owner of the restatiGcame out and
yelled at the Bedouin, “Ya, Moslems, do you knoweivivent on
here? The Jew is holding believers of Mohammetiérklhan He
beat them, cut them, and arrested them. Those dmwall over
us.” It was a vicious speech and the Bedouin gofrom their
spots and took interest.

| turned to him and told him to shut his mouth. $#ad,
“Did you all hear what he said to me, the Arab?tbld me to
shut my mouth.” The first Bedouin bent over seargtor a rock
and all the others soon followed. It was completglyet and
there was no point in waiting for a bus. It was YKippur. What
was | supposed to do? If the first rock flew | veagoner. | raised
my rifle. | put a bullet in the barrel and cursduk trestaurant
owner every single curse | knew in Arabic. Therellgd to the
Bedouins, “The first one who moves will be shot.g Kelled,
“Are you scared?” | said, “They are not scaredngf, they are
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scared of God.” Two rocks were thrown and the Bedsat and
continued chewing like the camels. | saw deathlantfof me.

The truck arrived at eight o’clock and | put theothoys
on it. | followed with the horse to Innab wheresarprise was
waiting for me. Ahmed Effendi attacked me, “Who a@ to
curse and speak of the prophet? You also hit Argbs. belong
in the slammer.” They took my rifle, put me on gerond floor,
and locked me in a room. | was under arrest. Heuldn't use
Ali. Here | had to deal with Ahmed Effendi, a p@iacademy
graduate who knew the laws inside and out.

He ordered statements to be taken from everyoney Th
brought people from the village and the restauoanmter and took
my fingerprints. Nasser, the secretary, wrote ddvenstatements.
However, what Ahmed Effendi didn’t know was thatsser and |
were friends. | sat in a cell for seven days as abeusations
mounted against me without knowing what was gombappen.
| was accused of everything: hitting the childrattacking the
village, cursing the prophet, disrespect of theceff behind his
back, and more.

Nasser came into my cell and told me that Ahmedrigfi
was in Jerusalem with my file. He said that someloag come
and said he was my brother. The door opened andnather
Yigal walked in. He told us he couldn’t stay tomdpbecause
somebody might see. In the meantime all my possessiere
brought from Hartuv. | gave Yigal what | had anttitbim that |
would never get out of there alive and most liketyuld be sent
to jail for 15 or 20 years. | gave him some pictimmoney, and
clothes and asked him to go to the Machane Yehtat#rs in
Jerusalem and see a man by the name of Feldmawasiéo tell
Feldman what had happened and that he should gon@one
called Moshe Cohen. Cohen would go to Yitzhak Bévi-who
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would call Fawzi Bay Idrissi and tell him that | mtaonly him to
try me in court. | requested that he be the juddbeatrial.

Fawzi Bay came in person. Before the trial | asked
speak with him alone for five minutes and told hinwas
innocent. True, according to British law it is faiden for a
policeman to suggest that one person physicalbcltanother,
but it did solve the problem. | did what | had tm ditold him that
Ahmed Effendi and the owner of the restauranBab-el-Wad
were in cahoots. | knew he was obliged to follow Bw. Then |
said, “l want you to tell Ahmed Effendi somethingdnnot say to
him: that | have proof of his illegal dealings initmg between
him and the restaurant owner Bab-el-Wad about land taken
from widows.”

Fawzi Bay was surprised. He asked me if that waes. tr
told him to just tell him that | had an entire fibm him and if |
was brought to court | would open that file for tlsee. Fawzi
invited Ahmed Effendi to a meeting and relayed mgseage.
Twenty minutes later, the whole thing was over thoa condition
that | return to street duty and leave the Moumelice.

| sold my horse and went back to street duty. Time |
was sent to Machane Yehuda. There were Jewisitepodin
there under Commander Langer. He examined my fieked
with the records of all my transfers and warned thmgt | had
better not be a wise guy. | told him | never wadidl my job and
within two weeks he saw what kind of policemandligwas and
that | didn't cause trouble. He gave me the besmption a
policeman could get without permission from a highp, and
permitted me to work in civilian clothes. | workdidle this for
two or three months and we even became friendly.

During those months in Jerusalem, my name preceded
among the criminals. One of the better known cratinwas
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Dudu. If I let it be known in the Bucharim neiglbood that |
wanted information about who was up to somethinggliDcame
to me and we returned all the stolen goods witlmalving the
police or the courts.

It was then that | received a letter from my fattedling
me that things in France were not good. He hadegoihto
trouble and asked me for help. Evaluating my lifesdndered
what was to come of me. What was the purpose c$ehdce? |
informed Langer that | was resigning. He was sggutiand asked
me to postpone my decision for a few days. A dégrlae came
to me and said that according to Spitzer, whilee¢h@ere no
promotions without completing police school, he Haglapproval
of the Regional Commander, who had reviewed my éifel
decided to make an exception and grant me the shdorporal
without police school. They also offered me anaeffis course,
but | refused. Langer tried to persuade me by sayimat my
future was in the Police Force and that | mightretee a high
ranking officer one day. | showed him the lettamfr my father
and asked him how | could consider a career a#ieeiving a
letter like that.

After 16 months in the Police Force, | resignedsjpie
all the problems, | learned a lot. The Police Faegght me a lot
about Arabs, how to handle thieves, about makirac@emong
guarreling families, and more. | learned how touedlife from a
different perspective and realized that a persatbavercome
his problems, recognize his weaknesses and maidigitity at
all costs. If you could do all that skillfully, yduad a good chance
for success. The wisdom lies in maintaining dignity

My life as a policeman was over. | should point that
in the end | was the only Palestinian who playetitrend in the
fully British Palestinian-Jewish Police Force sactam. In one
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of the games, | made the first goal and Commangdize3 shook
my hand after the game. He told me that he remesdbtivat |
was the first one to get, “Spitzer's baton” at émel of training.



Intermezzo in France

At the end of 1932, without a dime to my name, ¢ided to go
and see my family in France. My brother Yigal wésrading the
Technion in Haifa. | returned to Tel Aviv where letnan old
friend, Yitzik, who had worked with me in the Pdid¢-orce in
Jerusalem and quit before | did. He was a construgtorker and
lived in a room with a tiny bed. | asked if | cowthy with him
for awhile. He worked four days a week and lived niear
destitution, but was kind enough to agree. He waouddte up in
the morning, make coffee, eat a piece of bread,adwwdys left
some coffee for me on the burner and some breadH®also left
me some money.

| walked the streets with nothing to do. | spokéwgome
friends and tried to get some money because ahfalass ticket
to Europe on a ship cost two or three Israeli Nabody had that
kind of money. The second week | was living withzik, | told
him that | couldn't take advantage of him anymorbew he
barely had any money of his own. | decided to Idok
construction work and maybe save some money. Toerthing
happened which determined whether or not | shoaltbd-rance.
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My uncle, my mother’s brother, lived in Tel Aviv @n
operated a very prosperous and successful Britighan, and
French material business. | went to see him andole me,
against his better judgment, how bad he felt for mgther
because of my father and what he was doing to Herhad
visited them in Paris and was shocked at what e kalidn’t
know what he was talking about. He said that mhdathad a
small knitting or weaving machine, sat in a smallkdroom in the
middle of the day and ate his meals and had stdriaking wine
in the office. He was worried that my father wasdming an
alcoholic. | knew that father drank wine at Kiddusid what was
left over he poured straight back into the bofflee suggestion
that he was an alcoholic and could drink a wholéléan the
middle of the day was difficult to believe.

| wandered around Tel Aviv and here and there, soime
gave me 25 grush or 10 grush. Little by little Icaculated
money. Some of my friends from Mikveh Israel angrfds of
friends who | didn't even know gave me money. Siile half a
lira short. | booked a fourth class ticket on gpsidne Saturday
night, ten of us got together and made a decisfoship was
sailing the following Monday and we had a littlen& to get the
rest of the money. The best place to collect momay the ticket
counter of the Moghrabi movie theatre. We went atabd in
front of the theatre and approached anyone we savasked for
money. We started collecting during the first shetw:00 in the
evening and continued with the second show at #00:15 we
had enough money for my ticket.

Luckily, we had collected more than enough so we

bought a few bottles of cheap wine and went to smas house
to drink, dance, and have a good time. On Mondayning |
took my knapsack, packed a few shirts, put on raghboots and
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my favorite britches, and went to Jaffa Port tordoaith my
fourth class ticket. The voyage was rocky and emegywas
vomiting. There were a few other Jewish passengbosbrought
food with them because no meals were included. Bstnweak
they couldn’t go on deck on their own, | helpednh&nd sat with
them in the fresh air. They offered me some ofrtfad which |
gratefully accepted.

| arrived in Rome in the morning but the train foance
left in the evening. My ticket was for Brindisi Bouthern Italy,
and from there | would continue to France. | hadmait one
whole day with no money so | roamed around theetrieaving
myself mental reminders of return routes to thentrstation.
Literally starving, | stood outside a restaurant ratdday,
salivating as | watched the people eating. A man whticed me
standing and staring coatless in my black boot#chas, and
black shirt came out of the restaurant. He probaloificed my
ravenous eyes and motioned to me. He took a feavoliut and
offered them to me. At first | refused. He motiormtte again as
if to say, one day you will help someone too. Himeyosity and
the first plate of pasta | had ever eaten savetifey

| arrived in France with the usual 24 hour bordas®
granted to people coming from Palestine. | found family
crowded into a one and a half room apartment wiih lsedroom
and a divider down the middle that they put up ighihwhere
Yifrach and Odeda ate and slept. There was anstifarwhere |
slept.

| went to what my father called a “factory” and fmLtwo
automatic knitting machines, the newest models fiaubied of
Switzerland, bought and paid for on installmentraturn for
tutoring lessons. An expert Swiss machinist frora fbubied
factory operated the machines, in addition to aalenmachinist
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who operated the woolen spools. All of this wasdsaliin two
small rooms.

In order to save money, lunch usually consisted loing
loaf of bread, cheese, pate, and a bottle of winbeer from a
nearby grocery store. It was a typically French wéyife and |
quickly learned to take pleasure in wine and cheggkenjoy a
good glass of wine or two. Over the years | leartiedinish a
bottle, but in the beginning | drank very little.

My father was an excellent teacher but a bad metcha
Uncle Max was a successful lawyer with a big offigk of clerks
and assistants specializing in commercial law irisPaHe asked
my father how much money he had. Father told hiat e had
only 100 lira. My uncle put my father in contactthve religious
Jew from Poland who later became a well-known tsetef in
France and was successful in the sweater busiHessuggested
my father buy the most modern knitting machines eohpete
with the other Polish Jews who had a monopoly i dtveater
business, but were still using old fashioned maeitde offered
my father the latest model machines that could paiterns. The
agreement was that Father would invest all his manad the
merchant would underwrite the rest, which Fathes tgarepay on
a monthly basis and the merchant would buy the ymisd The
plan was that Father would do the knitting and fimshing
would be done at a different location. In shorgrpises.

Father supposedly would be able to finance the mash
in a very short time, make a profit, live a godd liand of course
become a business tycoon in the process. With Fptrsuaded
and without understanding the legal documents, fvhiere
written entirely in French, he signed. In the meaat mother
arrived and they purchased a modern house withtadman and
something they had never seen before, hot and moiding
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water. In addition they bought furniture on instaht and waited
for the knitting machines to arrive. Once the maehiarrived,

they realized that a professional from Switzerlarad necessary
to operate them because in France no one knew btiapdrate

this type of machine. Finally, production got unuay.

A tutor was hired for Yifrach to prepare him forshi
audition at the Conservatory. The competition wifficdlt, with
tens of candidates vying for the coveted placesotiodelight,
Yifrach passed and was accepted to the ConservaioBaris.
The knitting machines were momentarily forgottenidsn the
excitement of Yifrach being accepted to the prémtig school.
His teacher was a wonderful old Russian Jew whe&domy
brother. Yifrach was a good student whose life $mchiaround
the violin. He didn't attend school, so a privatéot was hired to
teach him French and mathematics while Father wertutor
other children in Bible and Hebrew.

Several months passed and Father heard that tHestmar
was slow and merchants who were supposed to getgbeds
from Father couldn't pay him the price they settl@adl They
claimed the agreement they made with him did nptieily state
that the price was to remain the same. Fatherzeshiihat if he
sold at the price they wanted, he wouldn't be dblenake the
monthly payments on the machines and all wouldbbednd sold
at auction.

He decided to seek out new buyers, but he coufgi@ak
French. His mistake was turning to the Yiddiskaiing Jews,
who wanted to skin him alive and receive their rhardise at
half price. He decided to purchase wool on his dw they
demanded payment in advance without credit. Whersituation
became utterly unbearable, he wrote asking mern@do France.
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| arrived with my boots and a 24 hour visa, neveing a
thought to the necessary permits. Every morningehtwto the
factory in a mostly Polish Jewish area and triedetrn how to
operate the machines. The Swiss machine opera®maay of
me, thinking | would take his job away from him.tlker tried to
explain, in his inarticulate French, that he hathimy to worry
about and that when | learned how to operate thehimes, we
would be able to run them for 16 hours a day, om $hifts, and
decrease expenses. The work was difficult and W atoa loss,
but father managed to meet the monthly paymentstandhreat
of being repossessed was lifted. The official blwed red
repossession letters kept arriving, which infudateather who
deeply regretted having trusted anyone.

| went to see Uncle Max, who made me wait hourthén
waiting room before he would see me. He remembémd to
speak Hebrew, but liked speaking Yiddish bettamderstood a
little bit of Yiddish but not too much. He explathéo me briefly
that a teacher shouldn’t be a merchant or a manuéc If
Yifrach could play the violin he should play in Pstine and he
himself was a lawyer and not banker. He did whatdad and
was never paid for the contract. He said to lethtinginess go and
the people who got Father involved would buy thechizes,
continue paying, and Father should look for sonmgttglse to do
or we should all go back to Palestine.

| didn't understand everything he said. | wantednow
if this meant bankruptcy. In the contract it sdidttwe could take
possession of the machines without paying our pdrtthe
investment. The whole thing was vague. What didean to buy
the machines? On installment? From him? Not fram?hwWho
would take them? How could they lift and transptiie
machines?
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Several days before that meeting, | went for mst fiour
of Paris. Father gave me five Francs and | weat ¢offee house.
| had some coffee and did what everyone does: arsditwatched
the passersby. On my way back | came to a squdreofiu
policemen who were stopping people and asking &peps. | had
heard about these papers: the right to return pagies right to
work papers, and about policemen who stop peoptleerstreets.
Needless to say, | was in danger because if thegdasie about
papers or a license, | had none. If | was caugiWiuld instantly
be deported and no one would know what had happense.

As an experienced policeman, | knew | couldn’t thatk
and if | did, | would be approached. What was #lo® | walked a
bit faster, passed the first policeman and pusledhoulder as if
by accident, but hard. | used one of the three dframords |
knew, ‘pardon’: excuse me. | tipped my hat in the French custom
and repeatedpardon’. The policeman raised his hand to his cap
and said'bien’ (good, okay) and | went on my way. That is how |
got through the spot check. Was | afraid? Absbjluteecause
my mother, who wouldn’'t know what happened to m&sw
already living in terror.

Two days later | went to Max and told him that elinhe
couldn’t help, but | demanded he get me a visasawdrk permit.
| told him he had two choices: either get it for arekick me out.
He shouldn't try using force, nor tell me to conaelbfor it later.
They might take the machines and they might not. Might
succeed and we might just as well fail. It was nafehis
business. | was there then and | demanded the ssggsermits.
If it cost him money, so be it. Then he would neliave to see
me again. He looked astonished and said three wded®ny,
Jaoony, Jaoonythe Arab name for Rosh Pina. A few days later |
had my permits.
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The Swiss worker taught me how to operate the
machines. We worked 16 hours a day and paid allddtss. |
learned how to speak French faster than | thoulgliecame
familiar with the streets and | reached the claghand wool
center. | quickly learned how to negotiate andagbhe of credit.
| befriended a Greek merchant who spoke Arabic.réte his
business from a coffee house while a taxi withrtteder running
was always waiting for him. He was a Greek Jew whce lived
in Egypt and later came to France. He had a brtlliglan:
bankruptcy. He asked me what | needed. | told himeéded
wool. He gave me a note and sent me to a yard whgrewool
and he paid for it.

For the next six weeks, life consisted of workirigday
and all night and he paid. We made the mercharadidehe took
it. At one point | realized that something was mgo| had
information from other Jewish people and | found that he paid
the wool people, kept buying wool, and the morebbaght the
more credit he got. He kept paying and selling tferchandise
cheap. One day he stopped paying the manufactuards
merchants, took the money and disappeared. | teesee him
and he told me to come back the next day. The aeexi brought
him some merchandise and again he told me to réheamext
day. The next day it was all over. He told me dket all the
merchandise and | would get all my money becausevae
starting a new business. | did as he asked anddlgthe money
that he owed me.

| had a hard time deciding whether to tell my fatheno
in his eternal naiveté believed things always wdrkeit. We
decided to look for other business opportunitielse Economic
situation in France was bad and we couldn’t findkyand the
official repossession letters kept arriving. Oray dMax called
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and told me that it was all over. The next dayheg¢e o’clock we
were to meet him at a lawyer’s office and the Jbwign we had
involved in the business would be there as well.dfdn't bring
the entire payment for the machines for the thess period, the
collateral would be retracted and the machines avbalsold with
or without us.

Father was desperate. | didn’'t know the Jewish arah
according to father's account of him, it didn’t sedike a good
idea to meet him. | decided to go anyway, hopingfdo an
extension. | entered the notary’s office and sawaa dressed in
black like an undertaker, and next to him stoocartied Jewish
man, whom | did not know. | started talking andamswered in
French. | spoke in the little Yiddish | knew anddtdim, “Eich
kanish Frenchis! | don’'t know how to speak French. Tactlessly
he said that anyone who was unable to speak thgudge
shouldn’t get into the business.

Max arrived and told me to stop arguing. There wese
small square pieces of paper on the table. In keepiith a
French custom, two candles were lit. We had threwmitms, the
time it took for the candles to burn out, to progliice money or
lose the business. | grabbed the Jewish man byekb& and
choked him until his tongue hung out. The notarg &rax pulled
me off of him with Max yelling that | would wind up jail. They
lit the candles and after three minutes they batut No money
was on the table and we lost the factory.

| went back home with no factory, no sweaters, reneh
to go, nothing. My parents returned the furniturethe store. It
was decided that no matter what, even under thesgmstances,
Yifrach would continue to play the violin. Motherept, Yifrach
continued to play, and we only had enough moneysifoweeks
at the most.
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In the meantime | settled in, met new people, ledrn
about life, and improved my French and Yiddish,aseg both
languages well enough to hold a simple conversatithout
feeling like a foreigner. | made sure not to getoimed in
political conversations and stick to everyday tking

At one point | decided to be a peddler and buy
merchandise from wholesalers at 300 Francs anditsill the
market. Paris was a city of markets and | foundidebook with
useful information on the locations and times tharkats
operated. However, | needed a license which waseasy to
obtain because the streets of Paris were teemitigpeddlers. |
went with Father to the central police station tib dut an
application for a license. Father filled out thenidn his beautiful
French handwriting. | went to the desk, took outigsntification
papers, and slipped in 50 Francs among the applicaiapers,
which was consistent with the customary rules dbdy. If the
clerk asked me about the money, | would tell hiat ihwas mine
and if he wanted it, he knew what to do. Five masdater | had a
signed, approved application and was a licensedlged

This was an act of ultimate desperation. What etgagd
| have done? We had nothing to eat and the heddeofamily
was a teacher who wanted to be a merchant andafiad,fsigned
contracts without reading them, and gotten involvedisastrous
business dealings. | knew | couldn’t leave and wmdver get a
work permit. Construction work or any work was perefble over
being a peddler.

The first day | went to the wholesaler's streetudiua
socks and then went to the market. | observed tier @eddlers.
When they shouted, | shouted. | went to see whowbs selling
socks and stood nearby to listen how he lured tiyerds. Then |
went back to my spot and did exactly the same thinfpw days
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later | decided | wanted a permanent spot, butsiets of that
kind were determined by a clerk who gave the bgxsitss
according to his personal preference. Those pesidiame with
cars stocked with all their merchandise. Havingnemtions with
the clerk got you the prized spots near the sutidepsddlers.
Then there were the beggars like me.

On the first day, | was at the corner of the straed
didn’t earn even 10 Francs. This continued for sdveays.
Mother cried and told father to send me home berals
couldn’t stand to see me suffering. She didn’'t wanet to be a
peddler. | was angry and depressed and it annogethat others
were successful and | was a failure.

Fortunately, | was prepared for an incident | hadean
had to face before. There once was a boxer | adnmr&el Aviv
named Emile. Because of him, | decided | wantdddm boxing.
My father agreed that | could take lessons froml&nkile came
to see my first lesson, stood outside, and watcheslgh the
window. When | arrived for the first lesson, Emjet boxing
gloves on me and sent me into the ring with a guynbtructed to
hit me. Emile told me to protect myself. | nevecé&me a great
boxer of course, but I learned enough. | learned toouse a front
‘left hook' followed by a ‘right hook'. Through th@indow my
father watched, bursting with pride over how | usgdmuscles.

On the fourth day | went with my father to the netr&nd
got into a fight because of anti-Semitism. As wartsd collecting
the merchandise, four young Frenchman passed bypaskied
my father and said something | had never heardegtal Juif”
Jewish leper. Without thinking, | punched the guyownade the
remark and sent him flying three meters. My ‘ledok’ landed in
the Frenchman’s chin and he went flying. Instanthere were
hundreds of people around watching me fight agdmstguys. |
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let them have it from all angles. After five minsité was still
breathing. Two or three of them were bleeding, npy was
swollen but | wasn’t bleeding. Then one of them mi¢ from
behind with a stick and the other three tried tackt me from the
front. Suddenly one of them was stricken by a sefidair play
and said, “No! Four against one isn't fair.” Thened growled,
“Vi.” Okay. In the end they had broken bones and | Wlas a
beaten up, but okay. | put the packages on my dboulook my
father, and left.

| was told that | would do better at a spot outside
market. | looked for someone with a car who coaldtme every
morning. | awoke at three in the morning while groee was still
asleep and got dressed in the total stillness ethtiuse. Mother
woke up with me and wept. For an entire month velad
hundreds of kilometers with nothing to show for it.

In the meantime, Father looked for work as a Helieakher and
found a job in a town of 60 Jewish families som@ &Dometers
from Paris. His salary was 600 Francs a month andivied on

water and bread to pay for our lodgings in Paris fan Yifrach's

violin lessons.

| decided that if he returned to teaching, there wa
reason for me to stay. | couldn’t help out and lilda’t work.
Teaching was considered religious education andit svas
allowed. | wasn't going to be a teacher and if Eatlould
support the family, it was enough. My mother made Iife
miserable. She told me to return to Eretz Israel.

Totally by chance | met Ibrahim Pasha, an Arab from
Jerusalem. He told me he was a government cledabbatical.
He came from a well-to-do family and his father weasarpenter.
He arrived about 10 months before and like me aouldork and
couldn’t go to school because his visa was goingxfre in two
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months and he had no money. He lived in a hoteleskdd me if
| wanted to live with him. | agreed and we lived what little
money he had left. Sometimes we would visit otheabA.

One of the Arabs we met was the son of the mayor of
Jaffa, Abu Al-Huda, whose family paid for his meslieducation.
He was 1.80 meters tall, had a large black moustaehs very
good looking, and always dressed in the latestsRarifashions.
Because he had more money than us, we used toitbahiw.
The women loved him and the Parisian women he [imrsa
with made up for the things he didn't get from home

If | wanted to return to Palestine, | had to ggbla and
make the fare back. | tried everything and evendude
connections that Abu Al-Huda set up for me witheotiArabs.
Ibrahim wrote home and told his family he was duthoeney and
he wanted to come home with a friend. He askeddnsly to
send him enough money for two tickets. A week labery sent
enough money for only one ticket. He told me toetdtk but |
refused. He persisted and told me if he went theulen't give
him any more money to send to me. His plan was Itishould
take the money, go see his mother, and tell he¢rhbabeloved
son was all alone in Paris and living like a pauptr knew that
would cause a commotion, but they would send theaypo

| did as he said and used the ticket money hisnpare
sent. When | arrived, | went to see his parentstatitithem the
truth, hiding nothing. They took it rather well. Hmother was
proud of her son and told me she knew he had a bead. |
agreed. The same day they sent him money for attidkme.

Years later | met Ibrahim in Los Angeles. He haerb
living in America after escaping from Ramallah dgrithe Six
Day War. We hadn’t seen each other for over 30syéathen |
was in Israel in 1968 at an economic conferenceient to
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Ramallah with my friend, Baruch Yekutiel, to looérflbrahim.
His sister lived across the street from the houkera/ we ate.
That night she was not at home but a short timenaétrds, she
sent me his address in Los Angeles. | decidedltdica.

- Masa el khir Ibrahim(Good Evening, Ibrahim)

- Min hada?(Who is it?) - Sammy

- Shu Samn®/(Sammy who?)

- Sammy Neaman

-Ya, achey(Hey, friend)

It was as if time stood still. He told me about kifis and
how he worked in a bank for 80 Dollars a week. e b son
who was studying medicine in Germany, a daughtery mhrried
a doctor in Egypt, and in Los Angeles he had fousrem
daughters. | brought him to New York, gave him mgnand
continued to do so. | never forgot how he had gimenhis money
without knowing if his parents would send him mordow can
you forget a thing like that?
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| returned to Eretz Israel. The year was 1934 ardbnother
Yigal had a few tutoring jobs, studied at the Techn had
nothing to eat, and was living in a basement.

I met a friend, Arieh, who worked with me at thecken
shed in my first year at Mikveh Israel and whosthéda shipped
oranges from Jaffa Port. In those days the “Pargésit was a
syndicate and the sole private marketer. Every mgrmundreds
of Horanian Arabs gathered outside the port, wgito unload
the crates of oranges from the boxcars on the igndnd carry
them on their shoulders to the pier, tie them withes, and load
them on the ship. Arieh, a former “clique” memispoke with
his father, Mr. Bressler, and | got a job as foreratathe port.

I lived with the Bressler family and went to thefpevery
day. In those days, Jews didn't work at the pofthe Syrian
Arabs resented a Jew working in their territoryf@oprotection |
carried an Arab dagger under my shirt. Among the f&ws
working at the port were Tuvya Arazi, who later &®e a consul,
Berkowitch, whose father ran the Atlit train statioArieh and
me. We were in charge of the Horanians. At the &apdiant there
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were also a handful of senior Jewish clerks, batdbpervisors
were Arabs. We were the first Jewish workers apibre.

It wasn't easy to be in charge of the Horaniansa If
Horanian didn’t work and you pushed him, the otHeranians
would kill you. If you didn’t push them they wouldrbudge all
day. They moved only by singing and we had to kbefbeat and
learn the song. Each crate weighed at least 3@ &ilds and the
experienced workers maneuvered them easily usidg wvo
fingers. To gain their confidence, we had to prtws we could
do the same, which involved placing the cratesexthy so that
they would not break and spoil the fruit.

| worked that entire season in a virtual lion’s den
Business was declining because the important cestom
belonged to Pardes and the syndicate. FurtherBoessler had
serious problems including payroll, which for usswihe most
important thing.

| rented a room with my brother Yigal. | bought tiveds,
mattresses, blankets, sheets, and a closet. | ieaNd money for
Yigal in his closet, but at first he refused todak | also had
credit at a restaurant on Pioneer Street and Yadalthere. |
worked at the port day and night, sometimes retgrnat
midnight. In the morning | would leave before hekeaip and we
hardly saw each other except on Shabbat.

When the local fruit season was over, Bresslerdéetto
purchase fruit from Syria. He opened a shop anl@ddl Pirion
(bounty). Bressler, a talented and skillful meradhiaom Odessa,
was among the few Jews who were members of the W\Bieak
Exchange. He had boundless energy and was a naadtgures.
He added, multiplied, and subtracted like a catougamachine
and was a man of vision. He decided to be a velgetaid fruit
wholesaler and open a chain of fruit stores. It mggob to go to
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the Arab market in Haifa every morning and purchiassh fruit
and vegetables. Shortly after that, he decideduy fouit and
vegetables in Damascus. The business was to bdeldabg
phone and | was to let him know when | was retugnso he
could get the best prices. Until then the busivegs entirely in
the hands of Arabs.

| went to Damascus where | knew absolutely no dne.
went to an Arab hotel and asked where the wholesal&et was.
There were numerous small stores and | walked ame and
asked the owner how to buy fruit in the city. lddlim | was from
Haifa and wanted to buy a car load of fruit thédwing morning
and promised him a commission. The deal was thatl Ihim
what | wanted, he would purchase it, send the aad, | would
pay him the commission for the car load. The neatrmimg he
bought apricots and plums and filled the car. lechHaifa and
sent the car. The arrangement worked well and the $old
profitably.

I made friends with the Arab merchant in Damasag a
we became partners. We woke early in the mornihgpped
merchandise, went to sleep, and in the afternootraveled out
of the city to see fruit orchards that were likehmag | had seen
before. There was good food too. One day he cantiketdotel
and asked foSayedSammy. The man at the hotel asked if he
meant the Jew from Palestine. As | came down thesst heard
two smacks land on the man’s face. He couldn’tevelil was a
Jew.

A week or two later we decided it wasn't necesdary
me to remain in Damascus because he could shiprtiuice by
himself and could contact me by telephone if neargs8ecause
business was good, we decided to open another ctoidount
Carmel where there were day camps, convalescenesioand
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many Germarnt'Yekkim” who lived there. This store sold top
guality products and each apricot was individuatigpected. It
was the beginning of the German Aliya so | hired t&erman
speaking girls to work in the store.

The “Yekkim” had a good life. Instead of buying fruit
from the Arabs, they bought from us because ourchaardise
was the cleanest and most attractive. In Damasdegrned how
to polish the apples with a clean rag and a todcbildo make
them appear more appealing.

After opening two stores in Haifa, our next targeis Tel
Aviv. | was Bressler's employee and he promiseddmpensate
me sometime in the future. The store in Tel Avivsviacated on
Ben Yehuda Street near the corner of BograshoveStri
reminded me of the fruit and vegetable shops | sawaris. |
went to Jaffa and found an Arab carpenter and dawe a
drawing of the kind of shelves | wanted. The sighad made
showed a waiter holding a box and | would leaveeaeof fruit
in it every day.

There were two produce wholesalers in those daysjro
Tel Aviv and one in Jaffa. The one in Jaffa opeatthree or four
o’clock in the morning. The one in Tel Aviv openadit later. |
decided to go to Jaffa. In Damascus | had learheddpes, but in
Palestine the code of behavior was different. Wénerate of fruit
was up for auction, the auctioneer would yell thieeq “two
grush”, “three grush”,“four grush”. If he banged the gavel three
times it was sold, but sometimes he banged onlgetwlitried to
figure out where he got the signals from and |aeatithe owner
of a small produce store standing next to the clétk stocked
only the best quality produce.

He was a good hearted Arab with a large moustache.
told him | had been to Damascus and had brought peaduce,
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that | had opened a store in Tel Aviv and he waged. He had
never been to Tel Aviv. When he arrived | put aobkto front of

the store and he sat down while | served him Thrkisffee, to
his great pleasure. From then on we were the oa#sg two
knocks of the gavel. My new friend had arrangedavith the

auctioneer. When | heard the two knocks | knew &g Wwon the
produce and all of it was top grade. The ones enttip were
always Grade A and the ones on the bottom were éG€athat
sold with three knocks of the gavel. | also wenthe wholesale
market in Tel Aviv to purchase fruit and vegetabfesm the
Jewish merchants. They also knew that the bestviient to me.

One morning | was late getting to the market in Aglv
and they told me that a crate of new fruit had arsived and they
didnt know what it was but that some grocer from a
neighborhood near Tel Aviv had bought it. They kaaited for
me but | didn’t show up. | ran the few kilometeostihe store and
paid one lira for the crate without even knowingaivit was so
that everyone would know that all new fruit wastites] to reach
my store.

I chose Ben Yehuda Street because hotels were being
built nearby. | added some sweets and the bustoeksoff. The
furniture in the store was European style and Idreththe fruit
like | learned in Damascus, with each piece givedividual
attention. | already had a chain of stores: twel&ifa and one in
Tel Aviv and | made sure to maintain my connectionith
Damascus.

Then an urgent call came from Haifa ordering meetb
the store because money was urgently needed. Tthey ebll me
why. It took about five minutes to sell my storesold it for 100
liras, which was a small fortune at the time. Teevrowner was a
Middle Eastern man who had been a classmate at¢nzliya



104 Syria, Eretz Israel, and Back to France

Gymnasium. He arranged the papers so that in 2dsHomas in
Haifa with the money for Bressler. He had decidedd into the
organic manure business and had contracts withaoicbwners
from Petach Tikva to supply the manure at a precébed price.
They, in turn, would send their citrus fruit to hahthe beginning
of the season. He was one sharp Jewish businessman.

The plan was to bring manure from Jordan but bexaus
hoof and mouth disease was rampant in the couritrg,
government prohibited its import. Bressler had siyagreements
with the orchard owners and he would go bankrugteifdidn’t
find other sources for manure. The Bresslers swi stores and
searched for manure. His son, Arieh Bressler amdrit to Arab
villages deep in the mountains where the peoplenleadr seen a
Jew. | found century old caves full of sheep manina had
accumulated to a height of approximately 1.5 metarsl all
prime material. The Arabs removing the manure wstark
naked.

Wandering those mountains and remote villagesasat
policeman but as an ordinary citizen, was somethimgue. We
bought the manure, transported it with camels,laaded it onto
trucks. The contract demands were high and no nfadte much
we dug, we couldn’t supply the manure. EventuaByessler
went bankrupt.

| learned a lot from that period. | learned howrtake a
person work hard and love it. | learned how to makerofit
without a partner, but the loss was shared by tis Bressler had
lost everything, but Mrs. Bressler continued tadfewe.

My brother, Yigal, was a member of tBeitar Sport and
Youth Organization, which | detested, so we avoidsdussions
on politics. He introduced me to Nachum Levin, wlaber
became a member of the Knesset. At that time, Lexas an



Eretz Israel from Inside and Out05

engineer and | began working for him as a landeyor On the
first day he acted as if he hired me as a favanyobrother, but
quickly promoted me to foreman. | wasn't satisfieecause |
didn't like surveying fields and yards all day, sswme days there
was no work at all. When there was no work in ib&lf | worked
in the office. At night | tried to help Yigal desighouses for
Professor Ratner of the Technion.

| heard about a tailor who was looking for an actant.
He had a rather complicated story. He was in anpeship with a
Jewish man who married a Christian girl. He livedAustralia
and came to Palestine. The Jewish man’s daughteteghean
English tailor who made suits for the British pelidtHe argued
with his son-in-law and decided to go into parthgrswith the
Jewish tailor. The tailor needed an accountanbthisl books.

In those days there were few people who could aftor
tailor-made suit and pay the exorbitant sum of éhliea. The
British police paid seven lira for a suit, on ilsteent. | took one
lesson in accounting after which | presented myselthe tailor
and told him | could do his books. | felt like axpert because in
the first lesson, we were taught about debit aeditcolumns. In
France, | had learned about business, and | wasingea nice
French suit. It made an impression on the tailak lagot the job.

Two days later | convinced him that he didn't nesd
accountant and it would be better if | went aloagexamine both
the contracts and the man. He liked the idea amdséweral
months we went into police stations where | toolasugements
for suits, marked repairs, had the policemen sign dontracts,
and collected payments. It was not easy. When weeda sell
the suits they were friendly, but when | came tdlecd the
money, | suddenly became a ‘native’.
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The tailor fawned all over them. He bowed his haad
spoke softly which | didn't like. | read the contta and checked
their commitments. The contracts included strietusks stating
that, in the event they were not paid, he could@the police
management and collect the money directly. | castio
mentioned that | understood the arrangement andughy |
started going there myself.

To my surprise | discovered that Arieh Bressler had
moved to Tel Aviv and | was all of a sudden ouaqgbb. He had
a wife and child and was trying to get into theduoe business.
He rented a store in the market, but it failed. faiher couldn’t
help him because he was penniless too. | went tmadlel Aviv
and took Arieh to Jaffa to meet the people | knamd to get him
the right business connections.

My friend immediately walked out of the store and w
went to drink coffee in a nearby coffee shop. dtbim what
happened and he asked me if we had a store in Vigl Ale
pointed to an Arab orchard owner who was sittinga atearby
table. It was the end of the winter and he said teawould
arrange it so that the orchard owners would selihesfruit that
was unfit for export. He brought the Arab over avelhad coffee
together. The next day a car arrived from Gaza wtitinges. We
spilled the oranges on the floor of the empty shdle didn't
have any money to pay the Arab.

It was the end of the season and nobody had fruia
half hour, the word got out that we had oranges. steted
selling at the regular price and quickly raised phiee. We sold
the entire shipment in two or three hours and didive everyone
the amount they wanted. For the next two weeksAttad from
Gaza collected all the leftover oranges he coutchgggehands on
so that we were the only ones selling citrus fraitieh made
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some money and became well-known in the wholesasnbss
for a while. During the entire time | never tookything from him
except the meals that were offered me. Ours waaldriendship,
with one friend simply helping another.

| returned to Haifa, where | received an encourggtier
from my father. He wrote that his job at the schemals going
well, the family was living nicely in Paris, andathevery three
weeks he went home for a visit. He also wrote treg of the
wealthy Polish Jewish men he had taught was cotoiftalestine
and wanted to purchase some land.

While | was working for Nachum Levin, | met a Dr.
Suskin, a land owner from Haifa. The Jewish mamfierance
arrived and | took him, with Suskin, to Nahariya parchase
some land. The guest observed, examined, and sfmke
superlatives, but in the end did nothing. He enjoles visit in
Palestine and the night before he left he askedvime| chose
this kind of life, with my father working in somensall town and
the family living in Paris. If | were to come todfrce, speaking
French as | do, | could come to his sweater facamy he would
open a factory for me and we would be partnersstéried and
said nothing.

Changing jobs was exhausting me. | wasn't a faronex
merchant. | had no idea what | was. | got a |dtam my father
trying to convince me to join him in the town whédre worked.
He was there a year already teaching Torah andisfioto the
local Jewish people in théheder. The Jews there had large
businesses. There were 40,000 people in the towin4an50
Jewish families who worked together. The man | ek a
successful businessman and wanted to go into lassinigh me.
Besides, | should be allowed to do something forfamily as
my father wasn’'t making enough money working asather. In
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short, | ought to return to France. This time | \aolbe successful
and help him. He couldn't live alone and Yifrachl $tad four

more years of study in the Conservatory. When he dene
teaching he went to buy leftover wool, check it anake some
more money.

Yigal had a steady job with Nachum Levin and was
making a nice living. | felt independent. Those m@nths in
France had a great influence on me. | had beeanblty the
“bug”. This time around, | had the money to pure&hasticket. |
went to the town where my father worked and fouima lfving in
a small hotel room that had a bowl and a pitchexatier and the
bathroom outside. He cooked his food on a smalhdunVhen
he finished working and tutoring the children, wkeeren’t
interested in learning, he went to the warehousergvhhe
collected wool and separated the red from the blue.

The big factory owners were not Jewish and Fatlesrtw
to a Gentile man who sold in bulk to big comparded tried to
buy some defective wool. The man refused but myefat
discussed religion and the Bible with him. The @entan
couldn’t believe that my father knew the Bible. Hoauld a Jew
know the Bible? My father spoke French with a lyeascent. He
told the man to take the Bible and point to anyt pad read two
words out loud. The man did as father told him amgd father
continued reciting the passage by heart in Frendeedless to
say, no one could buy wool there after that andfaiyer had a
monopoly on the leftovers. He left teaching and twearto
business.

The Jewish man who had visited received me warkdy.
reminded me that we were going to open a huge éssin
together. He said we shouldn't bother competinghwihe
sweaters made here, but that we should go to Twhere the
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machines worked faster than the regular ones. Welgd to the
factory to see the machines and the products amdhlked
alongside this 120 kilogram Jewish man who carhigaself like
an army of soldiers.

| remembered the thickness of the sweaters in Rads
these were much thinner. | told my new partner thavasn’t
worth it. He thought they were excellent for wonsamd that was
how it should be. We discussed the cost and theweve asked
what size machine we wanted to order. The size hated
required a custom built machine. Without hesitatiom told them
to build one. He turned to me and said that | ghaeidn because
it was mine. | didn't like this arrangement as &smoo similar to
the previous machine incident. He took out a chieck5,000
Francs with each machine priced at 60,000 or 65BAAcs.

It was decided that | was to stay in Troya while th
machine was being built so | could learn how torafeeit. Before
he left, he gave me 100 Francs. From my previcsis ivi France,
| could speak some French but not enough to hatedlenical
language. | found out | needed to stay in towreight weeks and
wondered if | could live on 100 Francs for thatipérof time. |
rented a cheap room in a hotel attic with one bate one meal a
day and lived for eight weeks with the workers wyere building
the machine. The longer | sat there, | realizedptablem: the
machine was for underwear, not sweaters.

When the machine was finally finished, it was |choa
a truck and | went with the mechanic to the towrekghmy father
lived. In the meantime, he had found a dilapiddtedse that was
once a factory and had stood empty for 20 yeatsdtonce been
the property of a rich, aristocratic French fanthgat had dealt in
scrap metal. There was no heat and we brought gahimes in
through the broken windows.
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I made friends with the mechanic who built the niaeh
and learned how to operate it. | had no idea wtaiuld do, but |
knew how to take it apart and assemble it. My martmas both
pleased and impressed that he was the first ormutchase a
round machine. Now it was time to start producimgl ghe
mechanic asked if we had cotton. My partner jumpea@nd said,
“What cotton? Wool!” This machine ran on cottommber 40
which couldn’t be found anywhere in the area.

We ordered a crate of cotton from the north of Eean
which arrived quickly. The first piece we made camet
colorless. The mechanic looked at it and said wexle¢ another
finishing machine, not to dye but to vaporize ting ko it would
take shape and be more durable. That second maebinld cost
10,000 Francs. We ordered the machine and the miecledt. |
was on my own. The cotton merchant took one lookhat
machine and said he didn’'t know what we were geindo with
it because it was a new industry in this area, Hmutwished us
well. In the end | ordered 10 crates of cotton.

The vaporizing machine arrived and then it turned o
that we needed to dye everything white because thias no one
in the area who knew how to dye such a thin kriie Than who
rented us the house was an unemployed accountartakie to
see what | was doing with the machines and if dedehelp with
the accounting. | remembered when | worked as aowedant in
Haifa and told him that | did need an accountaritlbzouldn’t
pay him until we made some money. He said the maligy't
bother him, and that he would work half days, legambusiness,
and that | shouldn’t worry.

| solved the vaporizing and dying problem and began
manufacturing underwear sized 65 which no womarew®hen
we needed to buy a sewing machine. | signed altiskiof
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promissory notes amid talk of new industry in tben. | got hold
of some sewing machines and searched for workeapévate
them. My Jewish partner who had invested some 80,@0
40,000 Francs began to panic. Until then we werdrigmdly
terms and sometimes dined together, but suddenlgtdyped
taking my calls.

| went to see him in person and he didn’'t wantee se.
So | waited. Finally he agreed to see me and exgdbihat he had
become bored with the business and that he wash&diwith the
whole thing. If | paid him the thousands of Franfise. If not,
fine. If | signed the papers, fine. If not, fineeldidn’t want to get
involved in a new business with never ending inmestts.

| reminded him that he was the one who persuadetbme
come and had promised me the world. He said, “Wjiyt fover
it? Do | demand anything from you? | invested and/rh decide
when to get out. | tried to tell him that | had money. He told
me flippantly to get over it and that he had alserba pauper
when he arrived. He would not be involved as angairanymore.

| went back to the factory. The accountant comniknte
that | didn't look good. | told him about my breakth the
partner. Then he admitted that he had been toonuiioctable to
offer before, but he wanted to lend me 30,000 g0@® Francs
and that he would work without a salary. Wheneverhad the
money, | would pay him with interest. In time mayte would
become a partner. | looked at him like he was crhigytook out
his checkbook, wrote a check for 30,000 Francstamdtled it to
me.

From that day on he was responsible for payments an
was the only one who went to the bank. | never werhe bank
which was a good strategic decision. The bank was that we
had a respectable business and that | was at tefdiot and the
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money belonged to a partner who had invested mdlitf he was
my courier, than | must be a business genius.

| wrote letters to underwear factories and sensties
to the Chamber of Commerce. | went 80 kilometerthéonearest
large city where this type of merchandise was $oldee how
they worked. It became clear that the biggest rkistavas
purchasing the wide machine. | spoke with the Fweran and
told him that | might need more money to buy two reno
machines. We bought the machines. We trained weiiecause
we only found non-professionals and the industraiter was in
the Pyrenees, some 500 kilometers away. It was rutitese
conditions that we began manufacturing.

| found an old man who once operated similar maehin
He worked the 12 hour day shift and | worked thehd@r night
shift. After wandering around the stores in towmeve they sold
underwear, | decided to conduct an experiment. éddyhe
material dark colors like blue, black, red, andygexlded rounded
collars, and made shirts. Instead of selling thechendise in
bulk form, | decided to market them in cellophamaekages with
the name of the firm clearly visible.

| worked day and night. In those days products wiere
packaged and the name of the manufacturer didp¢apon the
packages. Where | lived, most of the goods were &plAlgeria
and Tunis. Real fashion was made in Paris.

In the meantime, | needed to make a living. My
undershirts were not a success and to market theogessfully, |
needed a car but | didn’t know how to drive. | fdumn20 year old
car and told the owner that | wanted to see howdroee it. |
watched him, recalling how they drove cars with rgein
Palestine, and | felt | was almost an expert. Tliaay took me to
the outskirts of town and then back. | paid himtriexnothing,



Eretz Israel from Inside and Out13

some 200 or 230 Francs and got the junker from HAihen |
drove off without having had one lesson. After éils@me driving
experience | got a license and went to the netwast to sell the
merchandise at a lower price than what it cost anproduce it,
helping me avoid bankruptcy and keep the businasklwould
manufacture my shirts instead of underwear.

The worst day was Friday. Shoppers would come lsecau
they knew the workers were paid on Friday evenidgsdoors
opened on Friday mornings, people with hands loadét
Francs entered the office without so much as ah€&hey would
toss the money on the table and my eyes poppedfoay head.
They took what they wanted at whatever price thegnted.
Having no choice | agreed because | had to payvtirkers their
salaries.

| worked a 12 hour night, slept for two hours, dnaadly
ate. At the corner of the street was a small bisinere | ate and
drank some wine. One day | worked 20 hours untiin&lly
managed to manufacture shirts and cellophane paskal
designed a logo for the firm and began selling.ifss bloomed.
On Saturdays and Sundays | experimented. Insteainf the
finishing and dying, | bought colored thread, agé¢ed making
lines, and became an artist.

| was now an industrialist - an innovator. If | wed to
drink, play, or have a good time | would escapé&andays, some
80 or 90 kilometers away where no one knew me. & heould
be someone else and enjoy life. When | returnethaotown, |
was the successful industrialist everyone knew.

Father had finished teaching. He kept working viith
leftover wool but concentrated on buying and sgllin
merchandise. Mother still lived in Paris. That wag life until
1937. That year Yigal came for a visit. He haddliivad his studies
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at the Technion and it was the first time he hdtHeetz Israel.
He wanted to work as an architect in Europe, eafigdn Italy

and France. | gave him money and told him to contksee my
factory and the 80 people | employed. | asked limame work
with me as my partner and we could build the factogether.
He refused because he was only interested in aothie and
didn’t want to live outside of Eretz Israel.

| decided it was time for me to get married. At érel of
1937, there was an international exhibition in avhere | met
someone | knew who was studying medicine. He shomed
around Paris and introduced me to his cousin, Eediventy-
four hours later | told Cecile that | wanted to ngaher. She
looked at me like | was crazy. Two weeks later weevengaged
and six weeks later we got married. It was Jant888.

Cecile impressed me like no woman had before. Siwe w
born in Switzerland and although she had no ideatabudaism
or the Bible, she walked around holding a Biblee Shoke only
the truth. | never met anyone like her in my entife. Her
parents opposed the wedding and fought fiercelpravent it.
Marry someone from Palestine? He could go baclethed then
what? But she decided to marry me and nothing cstold her.

Those were extremely difficult times but there y@asin
our home. Yifrach won first prize at the Conserwatd, however,
had a dilemma on my hands. Should | remain in Feamd be a
Frenchman, become a citizen, and go into the aomgp back to
Eretz Israel? | told Cecile to go back to her ptren live in Paris
with her cousin. If | did enlist, it would be in &r Israel. After
that, we would decide what to do
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In the winter of 1939, | returned home and wenR&hovot to
visit Yigal, who was now an engineer. The unmistdédension
so pronounced in Europe was not felt in Eretz IsrbBiaving
nothing to do in Rehovot, | decided to go to Hadfad was
surprised to discover that Bressler had returnethéoproduce
business at the port. Times had undoubtedly chamgedthe
Horanian port workers had been replaced by Saldmeikis.

| got a peculiar job counting crates as they weszéd
on the ship for wages of one grush an hour. | waré8 hours
straight without any sleep until the ship was lahdmnd received
the huge sum of 48 and a half grush. Then we wéitethe next
ship to load. | worked through the end of the seasmtil mid
April 1939. | couldn’t find any work after that. der these
conditions | didn’'t want Cecile to come. She wrote that
everyone was being drafted and the economic gSituatias very
bad.

| had a room in a hotel on Kings Street and atéhat
Goldberg Restaurant near the port. Hostility arabdy violence
continued and Jews did not go into the Arab parthef city. |
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looked into service in the Haganah, the armoredefr the
Guard, but nothing came of it because | was adosi and had
no connections. A new generation was on the rise.

| decided to enlist in the British Royal Navy whiglas
recruiting men to travel the most treacherous ateead of the
convoys to detect land mines. They checked to &éecould
translate from English to Arabic because they néedtranslator
for their Arabic English discussions. The Britiser§eants who
tested me decided | didn't know Arabic, but my Esiglwas
okay. What | didn’'t know was that paying a lira iaihave
gained me entry into the unit.

Several months passed and while the world wasaliyer
on fire, | sat by and did nothing. | debated eimgsin the French
army but | couldn’t since | wasn't a French citizamd | certainly
didn't feel the need to fight for France. The ditthoney | had left
over was gone and | was unemployed. | went to iliva room
with eight other people who trusted me to pay thémen | could.
Goldberg's Restaurant had given me one month’sitctaat later
told me that they were in a bad way too. Becausg Were good
people and wouldn’t let someone starve, they fedangehoped |
would pay them back one day. That was typical efatmosphere
in Eretz Israel at the time. Here were some wondi@dople who
though poor themselves, who owed me nothing, lehene two
free meals a week.

| tried getting a job as a taxi driver and failedtfzat as
well. | waited for the new recruitment, hoping thst then my
problems would be solved. There was an Armenian imamy
room who worked as a cook at the British base aadacame
friendly. Once we went to eat at an Arab restauasct | wore a
small Arab hat. He loved the suspense. His Aralais unlike the
locals' and he was easily identified as an Armewiab. There |
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was sitting and eating in an Arab restaurant widogle who
never suspected | wasn't an Arab and who, withihaur or two,
would go out and attack Jews.

| began to overhear things. No one asked me tosdave
or spy on the Arabs. | did it on my own, hopindh&ar something
important.

One time we went to a pothouse. We walked into ekyntbom

where people were smoking pot and passing thefpipe one to
another, when three British and four Arab policemaided the
place. They asked questions and demanded thatoaeigentify
themselves. My Armenian friend was rude and trieslgering in
broken English and got beaten up pretty badly assalt. They
asked me questions and my answers apparentlyisatitfem.

The pot didn't interest them as much as the pdaticsuspects
they were looking for. No one suspected me becausgoke

perfect Arabic. In an Arabic accent | gave themmayne,Sammy
Neamaninjecting some authentically sounding Arabic.

Finally in October of 1939, after the Second WANa@r
began, | read in the newspaper that recruitmentdeagin. As |
entered the recruitment office, | saw about 50 @ p&ople,
several British officers, and one citizen who, tasiined out, was
Beillin from the Jewish Agency. They asked us salvguestions
and some people were sent into one room and diherslifferent
room. Furthermore, | noticed that more people vgenat to one
room than the other. | become aware that very fearevactually
being recruited and that the hallway separating téth@ rooms
served some function. | walked out into the hallveasyif | was
leaving and entered the room with the smaller nunobgpeople
through a different door. Sure enough, the largeu had been
dismissed and they were recruiting the smallergrou
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We went into the street where we were counted and
suddenly there were 13 men instead of 12. Theeaffiteft and
the Sergeant was ordered to take only 12 men, dohald no list.
It was already evening and the Sergeant decidddtth@ade no
difference if there were 12 or 1B8atives’.

That night | found myself at the Sarafand Base gyod
Tzrifin) among a large group of Arabs. When we resit the
barracks, 50 men were already there and we weeetdil to the
other barracks. We went to get our uniforms anet quite a few
Jews. Among the 70 men, there were more Jews thalmsAWe
each received two blankets and work clothes. Theyeamt
arrived with the Corporal and we were taken toltheacks.

We went into the canteen and the British officeneao
talk to the new recruits. He looked for a transiaamd then
commotion broke out. Voices, noises, and suggestias
everyone volunteered for the job. About 30 or 40 were trying
to volunteer, all except me. Early on | learnedviit and not to
push. | believed that if | was good enough, | woh&l noticed
sooner or later.

The next day we had our first day of maneuversaad a
great deal of experience from the Haganah and ttieePForce.
After all, | was the one who received “Spitzer'sdra” | knew all
the orders by heart, but as usual | didn't lift rifie exactly right.
| waited to be taught. | figured there was no bigrin Perhaps
because of this, the Sergeant felt | was indiffereassumed he
disliked me because most of the time | was sepetd potatoes
and wash dishes in the kitchen. Every morningresuip he would
choose someone for kitchen duty and | was alwayshenlist
while others were replaced. | was in the kitcheargsingle day
until one day | was sent to the Officer's Club tash the floors
and do general cleaning. As | polished the floans, officer,
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amazed at the good cleaning job | did, asked menamge. He
said he would talk to the Sergeant and arrange that | could
permanently work as an orderly at the Officer's iCluthanked
him and let him know that | would take whatever &mmy had to
offer. | wasn’t interested in acquiring expertiseanother field.

Five weeks of training passed this way. | didréinst out,
nor did | try too hard. One day, new recruits adwand among
them was a man from Me’ah She’arim who turned oubé the
main informant. In addition, a young Polish guyihard and told
everyone that he was an officer in the Polish aridgt to
mention, the two brothers who were recently reldafem
prison. In short, it was a zoo. There were very &dinary men
from ordinary families. Most the men were difficalises, either
out of prison or just offensive. All in all, theyene a negative
group of guys. If you didn’'t watch your mouth irathcrowd or
said the wrong word, chaos would break out.

One week before the end we had a soccer game.eAt th
end of the game the Sergeant was extremely pldasealise his
‘natives’ scored two goals against the opposing eaetip
‘natives’ After the game we lined up in threes to returrotw
barracks. To his amazement the Polish guy, theritayavas told
to take us back to the base. It was the first tima¢ a' native’ was
put in charge of the unit. He froze and was stgmdechless. The
Sergeant was annoyed and told him that if he cautinit, the
potato peeler would, and he summoned me. | walkédobthe
lineup and began giving orders. The Sergeant deveavthat |
knew all the commands and delivered them like ha loy
swallowing the second half of each word and prooogneach
word perfectly from the stomach to the chest.

The next day | wasn't sent to peel potatoes. Omidneto
the lineup, he asked me if | was afraid to show kkaew how to
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use a rifle because then | would be asked how Wkmew to use
it. I told him | wasn’t afraid and that | had leathwhen | served
in the British Police Force.

My last week in training was fantastic. After triaig one
day, the Sergeant came to me, sat at the foot dbedyand told
me about his early days in the army and how ribbmese
distributed and in each unit it was usuallynative’ who received
the ribbon. | told him that if he stopped callinge hmative’ he
wouldn’t be able to give me the coveted ribbon avalldn’t
even be able to talk to me. | told him he shouddtstalling me a
‘Palestinian’ and even better soldier’.

He quickly apologized and said it was unintentioaiadl
that anyway he had already nominated me for thiipo®f first
Lance Corporal. He offered me the opportunity tokueith him
when the next group of trainees arrived. The exatitins were
simple enough for new recruits. | received the oibland was
promoted to Lance Corporal in the British Army. Thew
recruits arrived and my new position as Lance Calpeequired
that | take charge. Yigal Caspi was in another depnt and a
few other Eretz Israeli soldiers had similar posi§.

The Sergeant Corporal had complete faith in mett@n
first evening, around 15 or 16 new recruits arrivedtil there
were 50 new recruits, training would not begin. Tdres who
arrived were sent to work temporarily in other lzaaad it was
my responsibility to make sure they did their jobhdanot
something else.

One evening a large group of Arabs arrived and thene
sent to my barracks. It was winter time and thétsign Sarafand
were freezing, but the army regulations dictated #il windows
remain opened. | didn’t blame the British Army besa the
stench in those barracks was unbearable. Lightssast at 10
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A Wedding picture of Samuel's Parents — PinhasEzstlder



Father, Samuel Neaman
at Mishmar Hayarden
(Moshava)

Esther, Samuel's mother (right) farming at Mishidayarden
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The Neaman family at the beginning of the 20'sh&af\haron
(left), his wife Rachel and their two sons, Sanledt) and Ig'al.
Aharon's brother (stands, right)



Ifrach at the age of three years old (1925)



The three Neaman's sons: Samuel (left) Ig'al (rightl Ifrach
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The three "deported” students Samuel Neaman as

from Mikveh Israel: Linderman, student at Mikveh Israel
Pinnes and Neaman

"The Zeppelins", the trees residers at Mikveh lisrae
Samuel Neaman was one of the band's pillars.
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Samuel and Cecile Neaman on their wedding day iiis.Pa






Picture taken at the graduation of first officeosicse in Zerifin
(Sarafand) 1942. Lieutenant Neaman (second rotwmgiecond from
left). Among graduates was also Haim Laskov, Isfaefense Forces
Chief of Staff (1958-1961) upper row, in the middle
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British army induction poster
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Lance corporal Neaman Samuel Neaman on his induction
at a military formation day, October 1939, receiving his

first army equipment
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Sergeant Neaman and his wife Cecile, France, 1942




Neaman, the Arab soldier Madani, and the Scottigfidtics Sergeat
Major Jock Rose at the studios of "Kol Yerushala{iitie voice of
Jerusalem) after their arrival to Israel from thaauation in France.

Neaman as Sergeant Majol First picture of Neaman as
Tel Aviv Central Station , 1942. military officer.



Captain Neaman at the front of 650 trucks militeoynpany, prior to
the long journey to Bagdad.

o

Captéih Neaman and aptainFrois with the Iocal&ﬂg
representative — Enzo Sereni. Seen at backgrowtdg-Faisal tomb.




Blessing from Eretz Israel on the occasion of Neameomoted to
the rank of Major and to the of 650 Military comgasommand.
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The Badge of 650 Transport The Haganah badge — approved of
Military company; A clock many years of Neaman's activity at
placed inside The Star of the organization.
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Volunteering badge to the British Army that Nearhass been
awarded with from Israeli Ministry of Defense.



Decorations of various battles that Neaman has aemnded with
during his six years of military service at thétBh Army
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o’clock at night. | slept on the first bed nextth® open windows.
| was half asleep when | noticed someone closavthdow. | got
up from my bed of planks and yelled out, “Who chbsthe
window? Open it at once!” Whoever closed it dida‘iswer me.
From one bed came an answer in Arabic, “I ordergdtb close
the window.” | yelled back, “Who are you?Aha Bordi’, | am
Bordi, he answered. | repeated myself and orddredmMindows
opened. Bordi refused saying the windows would staged. He
announced that he was a gang leader and that ihishgad come
with him and from now on he was in charge. Halilho closed
the window, was his second in command and he didtevier
Bordi told him to do.

| had to demonstrate to the entire unit who washiarge:
Bordi the gang leader or me. | knew that fightingoag the
soldiers meant jail time and a Lance Corporal cahitosoldiers
so | decided to try diplomacy. | told him if he wie head of a
gang he shouldn’t order them to close the winddWse you
afraid of the cold?” “No”, he answered, “l was caldd | am a bit
ill.” “Why didn’t you mention that earlier”, | agld. “If you are
sick that is really dangerous. Let's go to thermfry. There is a
doctor there who will give you some pills so youn @t better.”
Bordi agreed and said he would get dressed righyalitold him
it wasn't necessary to get dressed. The infirmaag anly a few
steps from the barracks. He came out barefoot iniratershirt
and underwear. | took him 300 meters to the baeecdnd told
him that | was going to get the key for the infimnd told him to
wait for a few minutes and | would be right backvént back to
the barracks and went to sleep. All the windowgestaopen that
night. The next morning Bordi told me that he haalted outside
in his underwear for me for almost an hour, shakind freezing,
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waiting for the doctor to come. From that momenttioere was
no gang leader in the base.

Training began. The “squad”, a department of 50 ,men
guns and Arabs, physically drained the Sergeantrdered, “left
turn” and no one knew whether to turn right or.léftranslated,
“dor a-shimall”: turn left, but that didn’t help much since moét o
them didn’t know the difference between right aeft. IThen the
real circus started. | told the Sergeant to letgiwe the orders my
way. His answer was, “Take them to hell.” | putoanato and a
cucumber in front of them, with Halili as head bétdepartment
and told them | was going to give the commandsngligh and
when they heard them, not to move. | told them Wia¢n | said
“dor el hiyarah’, they should go towards the cucumb&tor el
bandurd meant go towards the tomato.

They were insulted, but learned thiyarah meant go to the left
andbandurameant go to the right. Little by little they undtrod
the commands. The Sergeant put me in charge aldpartment
which was almost 80 percent Arab.

One day Halili decided he had had enough of theyarm
That day they were practicing left right, left rigland he went
right left. | asked him what was wrong. He said Inaed a
stomachache. | asked him why he didn't say anythirsgopped
the whole unit and commanded them to stand at é¢&aseed to
Halili and told him that when someone's stomachishtimat is
usually a sign of diarrhea. | asked him if he knelat happened
when a person gets diarrhea. You get the runseSiobletter start
running. He told me his stomach hurts. | repeatgdetf, telling
him that when your stomach hurts you run, but beatvould run
around the field instead of running to the bathrpand that | was
going to run with him. He ran and so did I. He tamtil he fell to
the ground. | picked him up and he kept runnintj, f®t up, and
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kept going. The entire department watched the siAdter three
rounds of the field he was out of breath. | asked Wwhat was
easier, walking or running. He answeré@®imshi ya sidi
Bimshi”, | will walk. | agreed and ordered him to entee tine
and keep walking.

They trusted me and felt connected to me. Wherndl to
them to wake up in the morning, they did. Whendesed them
to arrange their beds they did it perfectly. Oru&tdys an officer
came to inspect the barracks. After being in théc@d-orce |
knew the ropes and wasn't satisfied with just thbimets shined
with sandpaper. In my barracks you could measusebthnkets
with a ruler and the boots shone. A row of perfectiganized
rocks was organized to British standards outsidd dearracks.
But | did more. | had some Arabs dig up some yopalgn trees
and plant them in front of the barracks so whendfffieer arrived
on Saturday, there was a surprise waiting for him.

| had a good reputation in my unit and the baseeiVh
lessons began, Sergeant Carter was looking for lareMe and
Arabic translator to explain anti-gas warfare. Hel la book in
English which he knew by heart and asked for LaGoeporal
Neaman to translate. So | reported, got the boo#, teanslated
the theory of the British Army's use of gas intobkHav and
Arabic. It wasn't complicated, especially the part Einstein’s
theory. In a short period of time the Arabs and lbess learned
the theory with my help.

One day there was a rumor that we were to be &mesf
to France and that a new unit was being formedic&H,
Sergeants, and a Quartermaster arrived. The ugsinared itself
into what we thought was a battalion. As we werppring, we
heard that one of the Palestinians was being pmndo
Sergeant. The question on everyone’s mind was wieranew
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Sergeant would eat his meals. Would he be allowsd ihe
British Sergeant's Mess Hall, into the inner samcitiself?

| was concerned whether the local soldiers would be
considered equal to their British counterpartspeneath them.
Most of the English believed that we were infefioatives’. The
exception was Jock Rose, the company Quartermdsier
Scotland, who didn't agree with the other Britisbrggants. We
discussed this extensively. He was the senior esffend had
already served 21 years and could have retired fsemice.
When the war broke out, he couldn’t serve in atfighunit and
that is how he arrived here. He didn’t accept theaiof being in
charge of thénatives’ and the British separately. He believet th
in wartime, being a good soldier was all that matle He cursed
the British from sun up to sundown because he wa#iSh, but
he cursed the Palestinians and the Australians too.

Rose helped me learn the King's Regulations: theglsi
rule book for army matters. He used to tell me thaknew the
book by heart, no one could do anything to me bex#ue British
Army lived by the book. | took his advice and lezairthe book
from back to front. He also told me that most a# soldiers and
officers in the army weren’t educated and they dmnlgw bits and
pieces of it. He always referred to Section 10%Eér 320 and
said, “In such and such a way you will be able amdie any
problem.” He was right.

We sailed to France and arrived at a town in Nodgan
called Reine. About 20 kilometers from town therrevlarge tin
barracks where we were stationed. The next dagr afe got
organized, we were sent to unload food crates, awition, and
equipment from a train. By evening we were exhalusimother
company was sent to dig holes. Our morale was bad.
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The Major's morale was even worse. He came to fighd
triumph over the Germans. His chest was full of aledhe was
the Queen’s cousin, and he was sent to France taagea
workers. He embarked on a war of his own:

The British officers would not eat meals with the
Palestinians. Major Kaiter saw that he had a cl€ugairtermaster
who stuck to the rules and had a Jewish Sergedns aide who
controlled the men. He never spoke directly to ide. would
enter the barracks where | lived with the Scotsrsaraking in at
night to speak to him. He would ask questions, theould give
the answer to the Quartermaster, and he passadadtthe Major.
Equality existed no more. | believed that duringtimae everyone
was equal as we all wore the same uniform; we adl the same
rights and obligations. As a Sergeant in Sarafaradel in the
British ‘Sergeant-Mess’. Anyone who didn’'t wantdib and drink
after a meal went to the canteen, or to their roou,there was
only one ‘Sergeant-Mess’.

In France, the men who came to be heroes woundup a
regular workers. The Major kept looking for a warfight. He
decided to talk to the entire company and give tleemmorale
boost. He gave his speech and | translated. Whenedign't
understand a word or sentence, | thought he wasgalkjoke so
| explained in Hebrew and in Arabic that wheneveay ‘ohh
ahh’ everyone was to laugh as hard as they could. tkedb In
the end | understood what he was saying and Ilatausit for the
soldiers. He told me after that he didn’'t know tvhevas saying
to the soldiers, but it sounded much better thaidiin English.

A working day was hard for simple diggers. Nevedhs,
the Major decided was going to prepare for war tttaight that
if we behaved like a fighting unit, the Headquastewould treat us
as such. We didn't rest for a minute. We had trjrénd more



126 A Soldier in the British Army

training and at night we patrolled. The next daswnore of the
same.

The Major wanted to open a large canteen with
everything a man could want, including chocolatd berer, like
in the exclusive British units. The unit treasugme from the
canteen profits and the Major wanted to use the eyoto
purchase soccer uniforms in order to start a tdasaluted and
told him, “Yes, Sir. We will organize a team.”

The canteen was my responsibility. The soldiersegam
ate, bought chocolate and little by little we sawprafit. We
bought the uniforms and we even had some prettyl gdayers.
The most famous was Nudelman who played extrenmtefoef
Ha'Poel Tel Aviv and was one of the most outstanding plsyd
the time. In our team he was a genius. There wss alguy
named Yanai Proctor, who played for the junior team
Ha’'koachVienna and now played witda'Poel Haifa. These two
guys and a few others made up the team, which vedty good. |
didn't play because | was too old. We played a fames and
even won several games.

The Major was happy and then got a new idea: An
orchestra. | asked Doctor Brown, who knew aboutioyut he
would join the orchestra. He said he wasn't a maedtut he
would do it. | informed all the Sergeants that theuld find
musicians among their ranks and ask them whichrumsnts
they had. The enthusiasm was unmatched and in§idaeoday
we had clarinet, horn, and trombone players.

| went to the local conservatory and explained he t
principal that we were a Palestinian unit of théi&r Army and
wanted to start an orchestra. | told him we hadliedd who
needed musical instruments and | wanted to purchase, but
didn't have a lot of money and asked if he coultphes out. He
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was enthusiastic and told me he would get us sosteuiments at
a fair price.

One day, to my great surprise a large truck fileith
brand new musical instruments arrived at the b&lsat evening
we distributed all the instruments, but not onehef "musicians”
knew how to play. What they did know is that ifyilayed in an
orchestra, they would be released from hard workad 70
musical instruments and no orchestra, so | hadhaice but to
return them.

The Major came in having already heard about the
incident. He took a tuba, | took a drum, and theSergeant, the
Quartermaster, took a horn. We sat in the middlthefbarracks
around a coal stove and banged out some music.oble the
whole incident light-heartedly. It was the firstdaonly time that |
saw any flicker of humanity from Sergeant Kaiter.

With the orchestra idea now defunct, he came up wit
new idea: espionage. He wanted to operate theregggoeffort in
the entire region. He knew | had lived in Francd aauld speak
French. | worked every day and it wasn't easy.ared all the
gimmicks of the British Army. For example, how yoould come
into the center of town and even though the lot@ts you there
wasn’'t anything there, in the end you got want yaunted. At 11
o'clock at night we met in the fields with tii&endarmethe local
French police. They exchanged information andrdi@ed from
French to English and vice versa. They loved thelatihing
because they received a bottle of whiskey and tares ©f beef
and made a good friend.

One day the Major told me that he didn't understahy
it was so peaceful between the Jews and Arabs. Wialidn't
know was if there had been a fight at night betwibenJews and
the Arabs, and if they had come to me to adminisi@me
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discipline. Everyone knew that if a Jew or Arab gub a fight
they would get extra work plus three extra nightsalb night
guard duty. | made certain that discipline was haasd the
commanding officers never knew about it. The Majho had
no idea at all, was thrilled that the Jews and Arafere
cooperating and there was no fighting.

How did | accomplish this? When we first arrivetet
Arabs didn’t want to walk on the cold nights to thethroom. The
bathrooms in the base were nothing more than & ditwered
with lime. Because it was so cold, they would gasme and
relieve themselves by the side of the barracks. $begeants
yelled and the Major raised hell. My solution inwedl Bodri the
gang leader. The next day he pointed out one oAtab men. |
ordered the entire unit to form a lineup in frofthe barracks. |
also requested the military police and the Sergeabt present.
The military police took the man and pushed hisdheght into
his own excrement. Suffice to say it never happemzdn.

The Major had a new idea: A unit flag. He wanted to
create a flag with the traditional Jewish blue anite colors and
a Jewish Star, the symbolic half moon of the Aralog] of course
the British Union Jack. He ordered me to find armsawho could
combine the three flags into one. | found a soltiethe name of
Goldberg who had worked in a porcelain factory. phented
something really hideous and as a result, the ditigir was a
complete failure.

The next idea the Major had was to build a house. H
wanted to plan a castle on Mount Scopus in Jemmssalih four
different entry ways. In the middle of a great lhére would be a
large table where peace talks would be held dfemtar, hosted
by the Arabs and Jews of our unit. The four entsypsbolized
the British, Moslems, Christians, and Jewish faiffise three of
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us, the Major, the Quartermaster, and |, and lesdeto all his
ideas and daydreams. He used to leave the Offidée'ss Hall
and come drink beer with us in the evenings. Orenieg he
spoke to me directly and said, “Okay, they don’obwnhow to
paint or play, but they can play soccer well. Wilae can we do?
We have to fight. | won't finish this war as a mganof a group
of workers.” | assured him that the Arabs and tee/s] both
wanted to succeed, and quickly. | suggested wenptt¢éo give
them contract jobs. For example, unloading 100dars and after
that everyone returned to the barracks. The ideathat after 80
cars were unloaded at six o'clock in the evenir@) tould be
unloaded by 12 noon the next day. When they wetisfied,
anything could be done with them including on tladtlb field. |
was thinking of something heroic.

The Major didn't answer me. Until then | was nothin
more than a toy to him, but this time he told méou are a true
British soldier.” One day he went to Paris and cdraek saying
nothing. My Quartermaster, the Scotsman who dramk-giop,
awoke in the morning, took a beer bottle from urtderbed with
his eyes still closed and drank it. At night he Vdodrink until his
eyes were glazed over and he drank everythingght:sbeer,
whiskey, and wine. He told me once in a drunkepatuhat the
Major had gone to Paris to meet Anthony Eden, thiisB
Foreign Minister, to get me a British passport.tbld me that in
my file at the War Office there was a British passmith my
name on it.

Cecile was in Paris and after things settled dowmdte
her a letter. | couldn’t let her know where | wasly the military
post office box number. | wrote her and asked becdme to
Reine, to a particular hotel. About 24 hours lateg arrived and |
would slip out of the base to see her, which wasaly. A few



130 A Soldier in the British Army

days later | moved her into a hotel in the counthych was 20
minutes closer to the base. Someone informed therNad from
then on | was dead to him. He couldn’'t accept thzdad a wife
and an existence outside the military, in otherdsgprsomeone
who knew the location of the base.

During that time the Germans were advancing and the
news from the front was not good. Belgium was o@uipthe
Germans had entered northern France, the PenchisidDi the
tank division, and airplanes began appearing in skies. We
hadn’t been bombed yet, but their presence waslliit. | told
Cecile to return to Paris and go to the British Sidrand demand
to be taken to England. This had nothing to do wvath new
British citizenship which | never understood why tiajor had
gotten for me. | simply knew the King's Regulatioaad the
rights of a British soldier's wife. She had thehtiggo go to
England under the protection of the British Con€§idcile didn’t
believe that the Germans would ever reach us, bueek later
she returned to Paris.

Thirty days after Cecile returned to Paris, the nEars
marched into the city. We received orders to mowe the
evacuation of Dunkirk began. We were told nothing ane day
we were ordered to gather our gear and began guazak fight.
The British bases were filled with weapons andAhab soldiers
were dizzy with joy. Everyone took two rifles, guaed some
even carried machine guns. We had enough weaponihriee
battalions. We didn't retreat - we advanced to thar. We
retreated in military order and the entire time dver saw a
German.

The withdrawal proceeded according to the rules of
military drill. The company commanders spread out aovered
each other and reported what they saw. Dunkirkfaléeh and we



Eretz Israel from Inside and Out31

were still in France. We reached the port of Skato where a
freight ship was docked. The Major took over andeoed the
French captain to take us to England. We behakedaligang of
thieves with machine guns, rifles, and hand gursr§Etwo men
carried a box of ammunition.

We still hadn't seen any Germans but there v@rickot
diver planes in the air, and over the radio we dehat the
Germans were five minutes away. When we were twesnfifom
shore the Germans bombed the port, completelyaast it. A
half hour later and we would have been killed.

When we reached England the newspaper headlines
reported on the Palestinians who had returned froamce with
enough ammunition and weapons for a battalionhbse days
every rifle was important. For the first time in rife | had no
idea where my wife was. | knew that Paris was omalifbut
didn't have a clue what happened to Cecile or & $tad
succeeded in reaching England.

In London | was given clean clothes and a pasgHher
evening. David, the Quartermaster, said we shouwolseg the city.
We went to Piccadilly Circus and entered a restatuiecause of
the compulsory black-out, everything was dark, thetrestaurant
was filled with customers. There was plenty of f@mdl drink and
each table came to welcome us because of theeaitickthe
newspaper, and they treated us like heroes. Thkeydeand gave
us drinks and carried us on their shoulders.

Upon our return to the barracks, we found that a
Chaplain, Rabbi Bernard Chirnick, who later becdmesident of
the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, had joinedunit. He came
to us straight from rabbinical school and for thetftime in his
life wore an army uniform. Everything was strangehim. Jews
in Eretz Israel were, for the most part, non-baisy but he was a
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British Jew who spoke Hebrew and wanted to helpidl him that
| wanted to know what happened to my wife. With &gk she
had listened to me and gone to England. He wetttetovar office
and within 24 hours returned with information tinag wife was
indeed in England.

When the Germans entered Paris, she left on fddirsh
she walked a great distance and then took a toaBotdeaux, a
distance of hundreds of kilometers. In Bordeaue, wlnt to the
British Consul and demanded her rights as the wifea
Palestinian soldier. They put her on a boat to &mdjland we met
later in London.

Our company remained in England at a seaside toha.
Major would disappear and reappear every now aen, thaving
no interest in the company whatsoever. We werew@dvere to
go to Aldershot, a major military center, and afteome
reorganization we were to return to the Middle Ezemst to Egypt.

At first | stayed with Cecile in London and latérescame
to live near me at the base at Aldershot. | gave entire
Sergeant’'s salary to Cecile, leaving nothing forseify She
stayed in Aldershot and then went to work at a €émemewspaper
in London. | said goodbye to her and boarded theeQWary for
a six week voyage via the Cape of Good Hope to Edghipere
were 3,000 British soldiers aboard the ship, Neval&Zieders,
Australians, and our company, the Palestinians.cidgdn’t stay
in the Mediterranean because of the German bombirigs ship
sailed almost half way to America via the Atlan@czean and
then turned south.

Every morning there was a company parade. The €blon
was followed by the Major and the Captain. For tise
Palestinians, the Major led and then the Colonéke Tolonel
said to the Major, “Yes, Sir.” That was the auttyoof Major
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Kaiter who had fought in the First World War. Ore tfourney,
one of our men, a Hungarian, jumped ship in anngited
suicide. The Major used his authority and the Qudany was
halted until he was pulled from the ocean.

We reached Cape Town, which seemed like something
straight out of the Arabian Nights stories, and aarad there for
three days. As usual | took a walk with my frienthe
Quartermaster Jock Rose. At first the South Afrisaldiers took
us into their Mess Hall and got us drunk. Lateriorthe street we
aroused interest and admiration. All the cars sdpgnd people
dragged us home with them to feed us. The Austra@diers
went wild. In the middle of Cape Town, they strigpbe traffic
officer who stood on his platform. Armed with rglethey
wouldn’t allow anyone to approach the officer armlame dared
complain.

The local Jews took care of us as if we were angefs
heaven. It was the first time they had ever seanitaof Jewish
soldiers. | was invited to meet Sir Oppenheim,ardind tycoon,
and for the first time | saw what real wealth wdse.l | was
greeted by a black servant and was led into a laafjevhere my
host was seated and we had drinks. | couldn’t belmmy eyes.
After having fled France, the blackouts in Englamdl the war, |
was finally experiencing some peace, beauty, anelahpalace.
We had a drink and went into the dining room. Tlo®nm
measured 25 meters and the dining table was 20rsrietey. Sir
Oppenheim sat at the head of the table and | waiagahim a
mere 18 meters away. Five or six waiters servedabe. It was
thrilling to sit opposite an internationally renogghperson.

The Jewish community held a reception in our hombe
entire community attended, there were profuse amsoahfood
and drink, and mothers offered us their daughtdriéevthe men
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conveniently forgot about their girlfriends. Wetféke we were
in heaven, and the citizens of Cape Town treateasLi§ we had
descended from there.

The last night in town, Rose and | went to a sofdaub.
There were soldiers there from all over the wofldstralia, New
Zealand, England, and Scotland. Everyone was stgngelling,
drinking, and having a good time. Suddenly somecaél
something and the first bottle was broken. Afteattlwar broke
out in the club. My Scottish friend said simply,af8my, up the
wall” We climbed over high windows with screensdalooked
down at the hall where we watched 300 people bgatch other
up with broken bottles and breaking chairs overheathers'
heads. Everyone was hitting someone else and #llbheke
loose. It was a war to the death and by the tireenttitary police
arrived, there were bodies everywhere. It was triagyond
description. Ten minutes later everyone was drigks if nothing
happened.

We returned to the Queen Mary and continued our
voyage. We made friends with the New Zealanders whoe
really very pleasant. In the meantime, back in Adtet, | was
promoted and received a crown with three ribbonsas now a
Quartermaster and equal to the Scotsman who wagaimoted.

We arrived in Egypt and were transferred to Israaili
where the plan was revealed to us. The Major hadinoed
Headquarters to choose people from the unit toterdee first
Mediterranean commando unit. For two months he 'hagoken
a word to me and suddenly he summoned me. He gramtea 10
day leave to go to Eretz Israel and told me thedd authorized to
speak to whomever necessary about the commandoandit
explain that reinforcements were needed. The Madded that he
would even accept prisoners and arrange their ealbase. He
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was ready to include people in the underground nitlguestions
asked. The only thing he was interested in was titey were
suitable for commando fighting.

| went by train via Kantara to the Sinai and erdettee
country. | met with Moshe Sneh from the Haganah taal him
about the plan. If | recall correctly, he told ntett if the “43”
were released from prison (imprisoned since 198%rg them
Moshe Dayan, Moshe Carmel, and other Haganah stsfyiit
could happen, but in the end nothing came of it.

| returned to Egypt and the commando training began
Each soldier received a knife with a brass knuskteilar to an
Arab dagger and intensive training began. The Majwse the
strongest and most robust, and he only chose Jawésh One
soldier had been in prison for seven years folistg®efore the
war. He was a total sycophant and shined my bobenw was
promoted to Sergeant. He reported that when we indtagland,
| had taken a bribe to give passes, which was isiblessince |
had nothing to do with passes. The Major took chngasses, but
he was disappointed and angry | hadn’t accomplistieat | was
sent to do in Eretz Israel. Without an investigatibwas put in
the prison tent with a 24-hour guard and forbidttehave books
or newspapers so | was bored to death. | askedHoes and |
polished them to pass the time.

During that time, | discovered positive qualitielsoat
Arab soldiers. On the first night | heard diggingder the tent. A
head appeared and then hands carrying food ankkditnvas an
Arab soldier who told me that he would be at myiserboth day
and night. | asked him who sent him. Bodri andda@iag was the
answer. Seven days passed before the investigdtien soldier
was there day and night and brought me food, driaks took
my clothes to be washed and starched so | was alwagly
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dressed. The military policeman, who resembledtagaarded
the opening to the tent. It is possible the gudrtsv what was
going on, but since they never spoke to me | wasing.

My Scottish friend, the Quartermaster, was promdited
Lieutenant. He convinced the Major that it was isgible to
keep a soldier imprisoned without an investigatieo, three
officers were appointed to form the committee. Bhédier who
reported me was first to testify which is how | aisered the
entire story. | asked him,

“What was the destination of the pass?”
"A town in England."

“What day of the week was the pass for?"
He threw out a day.

“What time did you request?”

"In the evening for the morning."

“How much did he get?”

"A lira"

“How?”

"In two half liras, 10 shillings each."

There were four or five witnesses. Each one meatian
different day, coin, and destination. Later | found that some of
the soldiers appealed to the Major and claimed thatwhole
thing was a lie and if Headquarters in Cairo hedoout what was
going on it would be disastrous for his career. éftheless he
ignored their warning. A week later the Major wapnmanded
by the military lawyer for imprisoning me for sevdays without
holding the required investigation within 24 howfsmy arrest.
Moreover, he was accused of ignoring the obviouilise
testimonies. An explicit order was given to releas®e
immediately and transfer me from the unit.
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| was released and the next day forced to leave Th
distance from our base to Ismailia was at least kilometers.
The Arab soldiers carried me on their shoulders ¢mre
distance as they danced and cheered. The Jewsdelen say
goodbye.

The next day my duffle bag was returned to me andd
sent to the western desert to thé” anitary Company. There
were a few tents, an officer with the rank of Majer few
Sergeants and me, the Quartermaster. One day passedays
passed, three days passed and there was absalatikigg to do.
The British got drunk all the time and didn’t woilkhe Major had
no officers and since | didn’t drink, he sat in tloem and talked
to me.

One morning he told me that the base must be keahc
because the regional commander was coming forita @islonel
Trenton was my former Major’s superior officer dmatl suffered
because of him. When his car appeared he got ousaoted. He
looked at me, hugged me and said, “What are yongdbgre.
Where is that crazy Kaiter?” The Major looked at imesurprise
and led the Colonel into his office. He said, “Traké about him.”
He hated Major Kaiter with a passion and asked, &\t¢an | do
for you?” | told him that all was well, but | walilike to see
some real action. He took me to the second digagimg It turned
out that when | was in France, another Eretz Israeit was
created in the desert near Marseh Matrukh.

| arrived at the unit and a problem arose. | hageh
stripes with a crown which was a rank no Palestitiad. In the
unit there was a British Quartermaster and onddgBritSergeant
Mess'. The Eretz Israel Sergeants ate with theiealdike at
Sarafand where there wematives’ and théelords’. The'natives’
were mostly Jewish and the Arabs were in the miyoiihere
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were a few Jewish Sergeants. One of them was I€aghi.
They were all destined to be like the soldiers. édoiality. The
unit was not in France.

The Commander summoned me and told me that he
didn’t know or care what happened in my previous. e let it
be known that | was now in a different unit witHfeient rules
and he had no need for two Quartermasters. Thamkthe
Colonel, | was to work as a Quartermaster subotélita the
British Quartermaster, not because he was Britishpecause he
received the position before me.

The British Quartermaster gave me a hard time. He
constantly ordered me around. One time he slippdccalled me,
‘Sergeant.’ | reminded him that my rank was Sergdaajor. |
was unhappy in the unit, but | knew better thamefoel. During
the German bombings | laid in the trenches. | déndw what
caused me to jump from one trench and run to anoffsesoon as
| did a bomb hit it.



TO GREECE AND BACK

| heard that my friend the Scotsman, Rose, wassfeared to
Headquarters in Cyprus. | sent him a messagedédiiim where |
was stationed and that | wanted to see him. A faysdater he
arrived. He was in charge of the Cypriot and Ralies unit of
diggers. Within a few days | was transferred to typriot
Headquarters too. There a Senior Quartermaster was
Regimental Quartermaster Sergeant with a croweaasof three
stripes with a crown. Lieutenant Rose apparentiynéobfault with
his Quartermaster and a week later he requestehsfér. Rose
recommended me for both the position and rank. @®ésg a
rank of this kind on a Palestinian was in diregbagition to War
Office regulations and highly unusual. There wezwish Eretz
Israeli officers but the professional rank was diint. The
Sergeants, the Staff Sergeants and Sergeant Majers the
backbone of the British army.

Rose taught me some important things. He told rakith
India when he was on maneuvers for 30 days, thdiesel ate
everything and the storeroom was totally empty. Twonel
requested champagne so he would raise his hars it)doring it



140 To Greece and Back

down, and when he opened his hand a bottle of cagngpwould

appear. He always told me to anticipate thingsnsixths ahead
of time. He said always be prepared for the mdésgiidal things.

If the commander wants silk underwear in the middiethe

desert, you supply them. He didn’t tell me howewarout my

promotion.

One evening he informed me that the following day |
would be going with Captain James to visit the @ypunits in
the western desert. | traveled with Captain Jamwes tinit to unit
for three days and three nights. | didn't say aghéxcept “Yes,
Sir. No, Sir.” | drove in the sand. | wasn’t faraiiwith the roads
and using a map we didn’t get lost even once aed evanaged
to remain on schedule. Wherever we went he hadyéneg he
desired ready and waiting for him. In every ungéréhwere hired
Sudanese men who did the laundry for the soldiedsofficers so
when he woke in the morning he had his uniform erand
starched. If he desired beer or whiskey he receivied
immediately. His food was covered and wrapped abtibt even
a grain of sand could penetrate it.Years later whemas an
officer, we met in Tel Aviv. He told me he didntibk there was
anyone like me in the whole world and that he lezdried a great
deal in those three days we spent together.

We went back to Marseh Matrukh. The next morning |
was summoned to the Colonel’'s, who | had not yet, rard
received the rank of Regimental Quartermaster &etgevhile
the Englishman was sent to a different unit. | ywasin charge of
the 10 Cypriot units, which meant dealing with lesy cards,
fighting and homosexuality. One day Rose proposediato the
Palestinian unit so | took the car and driver amhtw| appeared
in front of the commander, saluted and he congatddime. | told
him | had come to inspect the storerooms and | tdpe had
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informed his Quartermaster beforehand. He assured timt
everything was in order as his Quartermaster wasemely
organized and there was no need to inform himeirbpection.

| entered the familiar storeroom and took out tbeks
and documents. The British Quartermaster received m
respectfully. He referred to me as “Sir” befittingy rank. My
inspection revealed that six pairs of briefs wergsing. Also, the
shoes were not British made. He tried to fool meftigring me a
pair, but when | tried them on, | instantly noticthat they were
Italian-made shoes. | told him that they were mgfufation issue
and | knew they were made in ltaly and very goadtfie Italian
army. | ordered him to take them off. | wrote mpog and went
to see the Major to report the matter. He told raeta push the
issue and that | had made my point. | answeredthah | was
leaving my report and | expected the next inspadtiomeet army
regulation standards.

Within a week the Quartermaster was dismissed and
demoted and the storehouse was organized accortiing
regulations. My status in the unit was excellend amgot along
with the Cypriot soldiers simply because | wasnittiBh. | ate
with the Sergeants in the Sergeant Mess and lettetiem like
human beings. When they had complaints they cameeto

One day in the spring of 1944, two Cypriot unitdan
Headquarters boarded a destroyer and were tragdferGreece.
We reached Athens and less than a day later tihueleonvoys
on the snowy roads towards Mount Olympus. At thedbone of
the mountains we stopped at a small coffee house.sbldiers
ate and drank and then we began our descent iaeteatlfey as it
started to get dark. We did a head count and digeov one
soldier was missing. Someone said they had seenahitie
mountain top. The Colonel ordered us to go find thissing
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soldier. | took a car and went to the mountainntbthe soldier,
and brought him back. By then it was midnight. Daécome was
that all the soldiers knew they had a Regimentahr@umaster
Sergeant who was second to none.

We continued our journey and reached the outskifts
Larissa near Mount Olympus. The Germans had alresaighed
Mount Olympus and the British soldiers were leavitige
mountain so there was no need to bring the Cypliggers. We
remained in Larissa for several days and thenmetuto Athens.
We didn't get too close because the Germans hadletely
bombed the city, so we made our way to the Corntl€hannel
which had only one bridge. The Colonel orderedaupdrk at a
specific place and wait for our turn. One of thefgts remarked
that they wouldn’t unload the trucks because we thacbntinue
and cross the channel before the Germans arrivgslagn | knew
if we overlooked this type of behavior, we wouldséo our
influence as commanders. | went up to him, tookroytgun, put
the barrel into his mouth and in the little Gredinew | yelled at
him, “Unloading or not?” He answered, “Yes, Sititd didn't
remove the gun from his mouth and two of his teegre
knocked out. After that no one said they wouldmload.

The next day we crossed the Corinth Channel. W& wen
to the seashore and at a beautiful gulf there wmrasands of
soldiers: English, Australian, New Zealanders, &neinch. The
Germans continued to toy with us. Their planes dd@ meters
above us, sometimes even 60 meters and shot Atayson the
ground as the bullets landed right next to me. &hegre rumors
everywhere and no one really knew what would happerhe
evening the Colonel announced that it was every foahimself
and ordered us not to surrender.
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My friend Rose was completely drunk. He told me he
wasn't going anywhere. | told him that being a Jéwould not
under any circumstances fall into enemy hands. Théonel
disappeared, which left me with James, Longridgd &Reed,
three British officers, as well as Rose, a fourtficer, a few
Cypriots, and sergeants from the Cyprus Headqgsariéwe others
disappeared into the mountains. As Greek Cypritisy spoke
fluent Greek. Some Turkish Cypriots who knew sonmee® also
disappeared on the way. The only ones left fromhdredquarters
were the ones with me.

Some of the other soldiers deserted into the mmsita
also. On the shores there were tens of thousamti&anvere just
one small unit in the middle of all the confusidrhe British
officers did not know what to do. They were merelginary
citizens who had enlisted after the war broke blept saying |
would not be a prisoner of war. The four officersrev totally
petrified. They told me that now there was no namay and that
they were taking off their stars. It was every nfianhimself, but
if | wanted to take command, they would follow ndes a result
the command of the unit was handed over to me.

We got hold of some gasoline and headed soutldn'tdi
have a map of Greece so we went as far south aowd. The
British soldiers ran into the mountains on foosat and waited to
be picked up so there was little traffic on thedmnadNe reached a
fishing village. At first we had to ascertain ifettGermans were
already there. | sent one of the Cypriot Greeks fihe village and
he came back and reported that the Germans hadmn&dyet.

We went into a coffee house and with the Greek mone
that we had, ate and drank coffee. In broken Giestarted a
conversation with a young waitress. She told me we could
stay in the village and they would hide us andhié Germans
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came they would help us escape into the mounthathanked her
and told her | wanted a boat. She went out andmrretuwith a
message: | could get a boat for 10,000 Drachma.

My friends stayed in the coffee house and | wensee
the boat. Luckily enough it was a motorboat. Thenewof the
boat had gasoline and we had a few cans in the Tae.
agreement was we would pay him 5000 Drachma beferéeft
and the rest upon arrival in Crete. We decided tut vior
darkness to leave.

| took the group and we situated ourselves amorg th
rocks on the outskirts of the village and waited riightfall to
board the boat. At dusk | saw a group of five R.Aofficers
walking toward the boat and | approached them. $arior
officer asked who the boat belonged to. | told ftilnelonged to
us and that | had rented it. He introduced himaslthe Wing
Commander and announced he was taking the boatomtmued
by saying it was more important to save five Bhitiglots than
simple diggers. | told him that | understand hismpof view, but
in my opinion it was more important to save one Jean five
pilots. | promised him they could join us, but hesitated. | told
him not to worry and that it was my boat and | wlaes only one
taking a risk. They hid nearby so that if the Gemmaame we
wouldn’t appear to be a large group.

When it got dark | noticed the pilots making theiay
towards the boat. | gave orders to take out weamots we
approached and surprised them. Their leader adhitiwas a
better soldier than him and | told him he was naghinore than a
cheat. Nevertheless, we took them and all got tikoboat. Ten
minutes after we sailed, a German plane shot htiuso one was
hurt.
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With fourteen men crowded into one flooded boat we

reached a small island and decided to hide outreThes a
deserted British Army camp on the island full obdip drinks and
gasoline. In the evening we boarded the boat addia. Greek
boat owner didn't know the way because he had np. rae
steered the boat in the general direction of stwithhe had no
idea where we were actually headed. We could hédneady
passed Crete and been on our way to Tunis in Mdriba.

After two full days at sea we reached land but madtea
where we were. We decided to go ashore and stalitebing the
mountain when | noticed a small boy who had spattednd run
away. We followed him into a village where theresvemeone
waiting for us with gun in hand. We also had weapand if the
Cypriots hadn't been with us and started commuimgain
Greek, a small war would have broken out. The gdta thought
we were a German rescue team. When they heard weeBuiish
soldiers, they laid out a royal welcome.

We had in fact arrived in Crete. The villagers gasgean
old car and we were able to reach the first towmhenisland. We
reported to Headquarters and were given a portioanoolive
orchard already occupied by thousands of sold&wme of them
were sent to protect Crete, but most of them aidrivedifferent
ways from Greece. There were huge olive orchardgtamusands
of soldiers sat in small tents with no plan, andaditely nothing
to do. There were also Jewish units from Palediitewe hadn't
met them yet.

At first it was quiet and | was mainly occupied hvit
making sure there were enough provisions and bringhem
from the main storehouse on the other side ofdhatWe were
ordered to dig trenches for protection. There wenmors we
were to be transferred back to Egypt. The unitseveampletely
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disorganized. We were a solitary unit made up ofous units:
British, Australians, New Zealanders and otherd.of\lus were
deserters who were taken out of Athens via Piragukbrought
to Crete instead of Egypt. We were nothing more tiusands
of soldiers with no organized unit, divided randgrimto groups
according to rank.

One morning we heard screaming. The soldiers were
running in the direction of the base yelling tha Germans were
parachuting on to the island. We grabbed our rifias to the car,
and in a few minutes discovered that it was a falsem. We
returned to our tents and routine. This went onsfreral hours
because in the afternoon the Germans started bgmbin

I have a powerful memory from that bombing. Thessw
a trench with enough room for three or four men.ewhhe
Germans began bombing, several officers jumpedth@drench
and each one tried to get under the other. Thehenwere not
deep enough to protect us. | saw them push undéraher. | sat
on the side and reported like a sports commentdidrey're
come in from the right, now from the left, theydewn, and the
bombs are falling 250 meters from us." Was | afrgal ask? Of
course | was, but | forced myself to cope.

In Greece | had a similar incident with a coupleEoétz
Israeli guys, one of whom attended Mikveh Israghvme. It was
rather unpleasant, but clearly demonstrated tHatelw how to
behave. On one of our stops in a Greek villageuhtbout that
there was a Palestinian unit. In my search | redchearge
courtyard with tens of thousands of Palestiniandisos and
among them was someone | knew from Mikveh Israelwds a
settlement boy and at Mikveh Israel he was consitlarhero.

As we were catching up on lost time, the bombinggine
We had nothing to protect us and the German wareglavere
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right above the rooftops. At first they threw hagenades and
then switched to machine guns because all we heel nifles. My

friend was on the ground shaking and crying akefworld had
come to an end. | laid on the ground, trying mytltesdo what
was necessary, but the sight of a soldier layingherground in a
fetal position, paralyzed in horror, crying and léhg, made me
freeze. | started yelling at him. When there wasreak in the
bombing the man let me have it, “What kind of cresp you?
What kind of cheat? Standing there brave like @PieFor years
after that we never spoke to each other. When wendiet years
later, he still hadn't forgiven me.

During that time | was witness to people in thegakest
moments. One incident occurred when our convoy avescked
as we passed by a cemetery. We jumped from theaodrtay on
the ground. It was like something from a Hollywo@destern
when Indians on horses surrounded the cowboy caiipday on
the ground and the pilots taunted with us from &boVhey
circled overhead, like the Indians, and bombedrom fthe air. It
was as if we could hear them laughing from thelaimps. | was
sure we would never make it out alive, being tgtaposed with
no cover.

The British Army did not use that kind of cover. €lh
British planes were sent to Egypt because they'tdidant to
waste them in a losing battle. It was 1941 andepdne was
valuable. In Greece and Crete, it was a cat andse)dife and
death game. We were totally unprotected and moekday the
enemy.

| took the car to load food rations. We had no idéare
to go, having no maps. We were an unorganized buwfch
deserters. | drove about 10 to 15 kilometers todtfeer side of
the island to the train station where there wastoseBouse.
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Rumors were circulating that the Germans were pataw on to
the island. Rose and the other officers were wortigat we
would run out of food and gasoline, and that we ldw'tibe able
to continue our journey. They were counting on raebting
something back, otherwise there was no point to ehgére
journey.

The unit there had a few cars they found on ttandhnd
each unit got two or three more cars. Of coursegmeowanted to
ride with me. On the way | was bombed, but manageckach
the station where there was a British soldier wiag wesponsible
for the storehouse. | told him | came to load the with food
because we were going south. He told me had reteiveorders
and wouldn’t give me anything. Then he softenedHg wanted
to know how many men were in the unit, took outakly wrote
down the name of the unit and number of people, estidnated
how many rations for the next 24 hours.

It was extraordinary. | was in the presence ofeal r
soldier who went completely by the book. The trstation was
bombed out and he stood in a half destroyed stasshavith
supplies strewn all over the place and he wentheyltook. He
didn’t have orders and wouldn't release suppligssiven days.
While we were talking bombs dropped and | succeeihed
convincing him that not only would we both load tte®d into
my car, but that he would come with me. Since ranked him, |
was giving him the orders and | was responsible.

| returned to the orchard. Six or seven of the @jpr
Commanders remained and we headed south. We roaiegth
the mountains as thousands went by foot. Some smifee were
on donkeys, and everyone was headed to who knowsewfihis
was a vagabond army, an army that had fallen apad,not a
pretty site by any means. | don't remember how lirigok, but
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it seemed like a full day before we reached thetrsosithern
point of the island, to the Mediterranean and tledér. The
military police told us they would alert us wherskap arrived.
We parked the car, unloaded the food, and someoaslgd the
car. The mountains, like in Palestine, were sotidkrwith no
forest and only a few trees.

That evening a soldier approached me and told e th
not far away, 40 Australian and New Zealand sofdierere
hiding in a cave. They had seen us unloading thd #ind were
planning on stealing it that night. They were druniid no food
and we needed to watch our backs. The soldier witistBand he
joined us. | went to the cave and asked who thieesfin charge
was. The Australians, as usual, paid no attentiontheir
commanding officer. | entered the cave and ondef3ergeants
told me he was in charge. | asked him how many these and
he wanted to know why | was asking. | repeated ogstjon and
he said they were about 40 men. | told them | wgiNe them 40
rations for dinner and breakfast, for as long a&sdhpply lasted,
but only half rations so that the food would last.

That night the Germans attacked. They fired flaaed
the mountain tops were bright as daylight and thralting began
again. A rumor circulated that there was a boa tthere wasn'’t
a boat, a boat was on the way, then wasn'’t on te Where was
no headquarters, no one to turn to, and no onskoVile sat and
waited.

At midnight a man dressed in civilian clothes apoied
me and said that he was in the cave with the Alistiaand saw
me give them food. He was Greek but sounded ‘dresal He
spoke very good English and told me he was a bankathens
and that he had three million lira sterling. Thes&alians had
gotten him out of Athens without telling the autties about the
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money. The Australians were known for having neigithe and
they took a civilian along with them. He told me had heard
them saying in their drunken stupors that they kihewwas rich
and they should kill him at night and take his mone

| didn't buy the story at all. At first | thoughtehwas a
traitor. Who walks around with three million liréeding? | took
him aside under a tree and told him to prove it.tblek out a
flashlight and showed me his passport and papessng he was
the owner of a bank. He also had a bundle of chéaks
Barclay’'s Bank for money withdrawn from a bank igygat. |
gave him a uniform so he would look like one of tBgpriot
soldiers.

Another day passed and no ship came. This wenbon f
days and the soldiers knew in their hearts it wowdgder come.
On the third night, the military police ordered tlseverely
wounded to be taken on stretchers and then the deaumwho
could walk to shore. A ship would be arriving admght and the
wounded were to board first. Nighttime, darknesd #mat night
the Germans didn't light up the sky while we wergtimg on the
shoreline.

Into the ship 1,600 men were packed like sardilés.
were among those lucky enough to get on board. Watlmed a
sigh of relief but knew full well that some 7,00@ldiers
remained behind. Under no circumstances would I beetaken
as a prisoner.

We boarded the boat of the Royal Navy whose sailors
were exhausted. There were 1,600 men on boardasuadresult
of the chaos, not one of them had a proper rahk fight broke
out among the soldiers, the first one to be hespoasible was
the commanding officer. However, you could not kribtihe man
in the uniform wasn't a bully himself.
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Everyone ran around like crazed animals looking for
food. Over the loudspeaker they announced thag thvas enough
food for everyone and to form lines, but no oneelied. | went
up to one of the officers and told him | was arniceff too. He
looked at me gratefully and asked me to help. Hatadme to
help get everyone into a line because there wasgtntood for
everyone. He showed me where he wanted the lifgegin. |
started yelling orders from the lineup area. A fewed up while
others rushed ahead and, with the help of a felarsaive got the
situation under control. Little by little, other nleed officers
started appearing, mostly Sergeants. The linegedtéorming and
the food was handed out. | think it was four in therning by the
time we finished and | was worn out.

One of the officers came and asked me to go with hi
because | deserved something. He led me into tfiee®$ Mess,
which was against regulations, and gave me a Bondyayer
made from an egg yolk and gin. It was the first ¢ast time |
ever drank that drink. | was on my feet instantaisgoand the
hair on the back of my neck literally stood up. Bxbhaustion and
depression were immediately gone and | felt likeear person.

I don't recall if we sailed all night or until miday before
we reached Alexandria. The Greek man with the marzeye to
me and wanted to give me a few thousand lira atgrli pushed
him away and told him to get lost and that | newanted to see
him again as long as | lived. | told him that W&nted the money,
which had occurred to me several times, | woulthike it, but he
had better remember who saved his life and herldetteveryone
know.

We disembarked at the pier, the Cypriots, officarg] .
Everyone was wearing their stars and ranks. Captaires turned
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to me and said, “Sergeant Major, you report to Yile.are back
in the army.” | saluted him. It was a rude awakgnin

The officers went to the Officer’'s Club and | weatthe
barracks. | took a shower and got a new unifornudllg a man
in my condition would need some sleep but Lieutedack Rose
and | went to Alexandria. | didn’t know where | svd woke up
the next day in someone’s house. The last thingeneembered
was lying in the street, but after that we had deai what
happened. We had lost eight hours of our livesilWms day |
have no recollection of what happened.
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The report to the officers forgotten, | was send targe base with
thousands of soldiers in Cassini, Egypt. Day afey absolutely
nothing happened. Then | heard that two soldiessgkidge and
Reed, who were with me in Crete, had recommendedoma
medal of the highest honor. Meanwhile there wereneso
important developments. A Cypriot unit arrived freine Western
Desert and a rumor circulated that the unit walseteent abroad
since two Cypriot units had been lost fighting ime€ce. The
soldiers went wild, burnt and destroyed the bamsaakd what
they couldn’t burn they broke. We had nothing tovdth them.
We were just six guys who had returned from Creig Greece
who were interested in maintaining peace. Two nmetaker the
Officers told me a letter had arrived from Head¢grarin Cairo
that | would not be awarded a medal because o€ilpgiot unit
uprising. That is how | lost my chance of gettingnadal of
distinction.
The confusion continued and we had no idea where we

belonged. My Officers were concerned and we decigedo
something about it. | went to the Officers and infed them that
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no one would be giving us orders. | made it cléwat wwe were
there to establish the Headquarters of the Cypoiates. Along
with the Senior Officer, Captain James, two Captaima
Lieutenant Quartermaster, and two Cypriot soldiens,decided

to cross the road to the base where every buildimd) plot was
designated for a particular unit, complete with icaf$, a
storehouse, a stove for cooking and tents. | ndtibere was an
empty plot that didn’t belong to anyone. We gotamiged and
put up a sign that we had kept from Greece: “Magadtjuarters:
Cyprus Regiment”. The Officers claimed that we wiembidden

to hang up the sign and ordered us to remove ittaldehem that
no one told us not {so at the most, they could tell us to get out.
Who could prove we weren't the main Headquartersthef
Cyprus Regiment? The Officers found it difficult &gree, but
that evening, after several shots of whiskey, thdgrmed me
that we would be transferred, even though we had no
transportation, utensils, tables or chairs.

| went to the head Quartermaster and told him Itecho
visit the army warehouse at Tel al Kabir and tha¢éded a car. |
told him | would bring him back two bottles of wkéy. | spruced
up my uniform, took a Cypriot soldier and boastfualked into
the office and requested forms for equipment. Midbnsisted of
a car for the Commander, a three ton truck for mmant, tents,
tables, beds, and so on. | went to Tel Al Kabitwiite papers and
signed according to rank; Rose signed as the Quaagter and
James signed as Captain. After all we did nothifegal but
acquire much-needed equipment.

The stories about our adventures in Greece anduSypr
sounded good in English and made an impression hen t
Quartermaster at Tel al Kabir. | told him all about escapades
and how at Headquarters in Egypt there was no askeep. At
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night | returned with a convoy and they even leit dnivers. |
heard that the next morning in the Officer's Messneone asked
who had come the previous night with a convoy af pars.

You could see smoke coming out of the Headquadkrs
the Cyprus Regiment kitchen. We had an office, &rrand
typewriters. We informed the neighboring Cyprust daisend us
drivers. Captain James was pleased. Previously d® ome of
hundreds of officers, now he was a king.

Now that Headquarters was operative, the neighgorin
unit belonged to us. | told James we needed todindvho was
responsible for the uprising and that a report aded be filed. |
also suggested he request a meeting with the basen@nder,
Colonel Prine, and present him with the reportls everyone
would know that main Headquarters was established f
important matters and that we were going to de#h whie unit
that caused all the trouble.

Captain James requested an interview and when he
returned, he told me that the base Commander dahgh seem
surprised and only wondered why he hadn't thoufjiitbeefore. It
was now official. We were once again established as
Headquarters. The Colonel sent a telegram to Céhiad the
Headquarters of the Cypriot Regiment was once adgaifull
operational status after surviving in Greece anet€;rand all the
dispersed units in the Western Desert and variased were
under its command.

After several days of joy and celebration | tolde th
officers that we were moving. Our unit was to tensferred to
Ismailia to re-group as they had been in the désed long time
and new troops had arrived from Cyprus. A requmest been
made to relocate the Headquarters to Ismailia.
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Captain James appealed to the base Commander once
again and when he returned | could tell somethiag wrong. |
asked if they had refused the transfer. He answehed
everything was okay, but there was a small problde
Headquarters in Cairo had checked the list of then rwho
returned from Greece and saw there was a Palestani@ong
them. In front of my name the letter ‘P’ appearadd because
there was a regimental classification order in kegpvith the
new ranking system, the rank above Sergeant caildengiven.

James had tears in his eyes when he told me. We
consulted the other officers, but no solution wasnfl. | can’t
deny that | was offended. | told James to appe@ldionel Prine,
the Base Commander. Three officers went to see wimke |
waited outside. They were told the Colonel was liasy to see
them. The Major came out and | saluted him. Theef$ from
my unit were standing next to me. He said he wagoMa
Richmond, the second in command. | asked him Krieav about
the rank issue. He said he had received notice fZamno that |
was to return to my former rank. He then glancedower, went
into the Commander’s office and told the Colonegitee me ten
minutes. | entered the room and Major Richmond @aghtain
James went in with me. | stood at attention anatsdl

The Colonel was about 60 years old with a lot oflate
and extremely indifferent. He told me to standagee | told him
that what | had to say needed to be said whiledstgnat
attention. | spoke for two hours and told themaslbut the British
and the ‘natives’, the British Empire, and the wigy treat
people from other nations. | told him that | reeslvmy first
crown in England after the evacuation from FrarMg.second
crown | received in the Western Desert and thedsghank, that
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no one owes me, | received from my own unit, th@r@y Unit,
which was there in its entirety.

The truth was there was only one real questioaldl the
Colonel that he was there because he had no chHdeevasn't
asked to volunteer. | was there because | volueteewrhich |
didn't have to do. | received my rank in the bdittlel and |
intended to keep it. | went on to say that | wardedecision in
this matter, and | hoped that it was understootetan if by law
it was denied, life more often than not determiriihgs
differently. The Colonel didn't stop me and askexdquestions;
he never even blinked an eye. | made it clear ithtlie war
wasn’t about superior and inferior races, thendheas no point
in me remaining in the service.

| finished speaking and left the room. Captain Jasad
that | was headed directly to a court martial arisom for what |
said in that room. We waited. Five minutes later javia
Richmond, Colonel Prine’s second in command, loakede and
said that after listening to me for two hours, helidved
everything he had ever heard about me. | had takkage risk
and won. The Colonel decided not only to write @lyeto
Headquarters about demoting me, but rather askededseneral
Wilson right away. His response, which | was tolever to
repeat, was if | was demoted, then he should beotbatras well.
The next morning the Colonel went to Cairo. Thahesaday he
returned with a letter saying a clerical mistakewred and my
rank would remain for the duration of the war.

We received orders to move the Headquarters toilisma
The day before we left, Major Richmond came andl dz
wanted to talk to me. | entered his office, salutedd he
informed me that | was to remain in that unit. tesgl. After all, |
was in the army and followed orders. He told me tha was
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about to be appointed the Commander of the Cyjwioes and |
would be working with him. On the occasion of thansfer,

Richmond received the rank of Lieutenant ColoneEhgland he
was an insignificant bank clerk. He enlisted atehd of the First
World War as a commissioned officer and now he waghe

reserves and didn't have the first idea about thamya and

furthermore, the Mediterranean was new to him.

My life was perfect. The officers in Headquartersrev
promoted and appointed to Cypriot units. The neamteof
officers arrived and | remained. | didn't go to tOéficer’'s Club
but after finishing dinner, Lieutenant Colonel Riadnd would
come to sit and talk. In fact, all the managemeisions were in
my hands. Shortly after that, Sudanese soldierg¢bbur unit in
addition to the Cypriots soldiers. It was difficaibd complicated
administrative work with eight Cypriot units, appgimately
2,400 men, and between 8,000 and 10,000 Sudanese.

I remained as Quartermaster with the rank of Regime

Warrant Sergeant and even though | wasn't an affiaething
was done without me.
One evening, the unit officer, Captain Thomas, wenlsmailia
in an army vehicle. He took a driver with him, glsink and on
the way, hit a wall and wrecked the car. Completiiynk, he
knocked on my door and told me he wasn't going &t wntil the
following morning to be thrown into jail. He wantede to lock
him up immediately. | put him to bed and we too& tar to the
garage to be repaired and kept the whole thing.quie

For the first few months | enjoyed working beside
someone who had complete faith in me, but | sogabeo feel
uneasy. In the British Army, the regular army, #satypical for
Warrant Officers to know all the rules and armyditians and to
give advice. They were treated with respect becafideir status
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and knowledge. In my case it was exaggerated Anddn feeling
uneasy.

Richmond was a force to be reckoned with, but he wa
aware of the fact that he wasn't a professionale @ay he
received orders to report to the Headquarters imo@ancerning
civilian workers. He ordered me to accompany himCairo.
When he went in to see the General, he told meativ outside
and stay put. Ten minutes later he came out andeshone the
guestions he was asked. | gave him the answerbement back
in. This went on for some time. At one point then€ml asked
him if he kept going outside because the file andhse was out
there. He admitted the file wasn't, but his advis@s. At that
point the General told me to enter.

The General put forward technical questions abbat t
efficiency of the workers, what should be done with Cypriot
units, and if they should be relocated to the desetransferred
altogether. He wanted to know what | felt and whahought
about these issues. This was a difficult period tfer British
Army after the defeat in Greece and retreat in IN@ifrica.

At that time | found out that a new Palestinianicsf's
course was about to begin. | requested to attemddbrse and in
a manner arousing pity, Richmond asked me why tedto. He
told me there was no point in it because even thdwgwas the
Officer, | was the one who was really in chargeeAfistening to
me for two hours, he tried to persuade me not tgnbanother
war on behalf of the ‘natives’ and the whole distois became
awkward. | liked working with him and in the end heunded
like he was no more than a puppet, which was caeigléalse. |
knew full well he had authority, he made decisiary] | assisted
him whenever | could. In the end he wrote me aetetif
recommendation and sent me to the course, but semrsoyed at
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me for going. He couldn’t come to terms with thetfthat | was
leaving.

| went back to Eretz Israel, to Sarafand, to thmesa
buildings, soldiers, and recruits where | startgdmilitary career
in 1939. They knew who | was and before the coaxsn began,
prepared my living quarters with the British Nonfm@wissioned
Officers and not with the Palestinians. | went ithe Sergeant-
Mess because after all, | was a Senior. The sitwdtad changed
for the better, but recruits were still treatecelikatives’ and |
had authority as a N.C.O., which was higher tham rdnk of
Sergeant. There were one or two with higher ramduding
Regimental Sergeant Major, which was the highesk,réut |
was among one of the three or four Palestiniank thi¢ highest
rank, which discomfited the British.

Several days later | arrived at Officer's Schoole W
removed our ranks and received white cadet stripes.Captain,
the commander of the course, told me my situatioas w
complicated. They had my file and thought | waseaoeptional
case because | had the highest rank among thetiRiales,
having been a Sergeant with the authority of War€ificer in
addition to which | had served in France, Greeceste the
Western Desert, and came from a Palestinian uhiyTnade it
apparent that | needed to be aware that from thehwas simply
a cadet and should disregard my regular rank. lldvowt be
addressed according to rank during the course skigrad me that
if | were British, the treatment would be the sarhbis was a
result of my meeting about the demotion with ColdPkine, and
not discrimination because | was Palestinian. fal come to
Aldershot and was British, | would be treated tlms. He
repeated that | was just a cadet like the resh®fen. | was not
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impressed. | had been in different units and knéwhas first
hand.

We called the course The Jewish Agency Course,tand
was extremely difficult. There were 60 or 70 ciils who went
straight to Officer’s course without having senatk day in the
army. Among them were Haim Laskov, who later bec@hif
of Staff, Yehezkel Saar, (Sacharov), who becamditsteGeneral
Commander of the Israeli Police Force, and oth€here was
also an Arab Sergeant by the name of Mahadani velabbeen
with me in France. There were one or two others séved in
the unit. Our instructor was from the Scotch Guardirst class
athlete about 25 years old by the name of Fralsiercould stand
for three hours straight without moving and knew faib inside
and out. He also had an incredibly filthy mouthatl never heard
language like that, even after being in the arnmséveral years.

At the beginning of the course there were 120 csadét
of whom were civilians. Only 10 Commissioned Offgevould
receive the rank of officer. The Commanders knes bt didn’t
tell us at first. In order to determine who wouiteive the rank
of officer, the weak had to be filtered out, whielas a difficult
task. So every morning in Sarafand we ran to Ridlexion and
back.

Haim Laskov was a young man with classic Greek
athletic features. He was in the first row andtbetpace for the
others. At 29, | was considered old and runningieveorning
before breakfast to Rishon LeZion and back at Haipdce was
close to impossible. | ran that first week in tatahaustion. The
other men would support me under my armpits soStigeants
couldn’t see, and helped me for a few secondscealt catch my
breath. Those who served in the British Army hesdydut me and
knew | almost collapsed.
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Frasier made it as difficult for me as he could. Four
didn't go by without him reminding me that | wastram expert
on the army and the fact that | had served in Fraara Greece
was insignificant. 1 wasn’'t a Sergeant Major thared | had a
hard time getting his approval. | wanted to given lai piece of my
mind but | knew better than to get involved witimhi

| wasn’t doing well in physical education classghkining
shoes was what | knew how to do best. When everyad to
the Canteen, Mahadani, the Jewish Sergeant whederth me
in France and | preferred to shine shoes and bEhysical
training broke a lot of us and after two weeks, caldlets were
dismissed from the course. There were 70 mennetihe course
and two weeks later another 50 were dismissed. @y did
squad instruction, reading maps, and infantry effitraining
begin. The “Buffs” company, otherwise known as thfantry,
was organized and it was obvious that some of usldvbe
assigned to that company as Officers. In fact, ivthaught we
would wind up there.

The entire six month course involved running every
morning and physical training. | began to blossemmiilitary
theory and weaponry lessons, hand grenades, nightuwers,
and more. In field maneuvers, | was myself agaihe Entire
time, Mahadani leaned on me. In fact, | guided tinough the
whole course. For him it was an impossible taskoHl had an
elementary school education and the course prakente
insurmountable difficulties for him. Many times lsensidered
leaving or requesting a discharge.

At one point Darwish Errikat, an Arab from Abu— Dis
arrived. He came from the house | visited whend waoliceman
in the Christian district. He was Kamel Errikat'sother, who
received the rank of Officer without attending ais® and later
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became the senior commander of the Jordanian Lediackily,
he didn’'t remember me or the visit, which was fo#te because
he was a disaster. He arrived as part of a Britishision to
recruit Arab officers. Then they were dealing wsttmeone who
was anything but military material. However, | ieatl that
Frasier, underneath that hard shell, was a humamg.béfter
Darwish barely finished one day of training, Frasipproached
me, took me aside and told me he knew | was helpiagadani
who was at least willing and able. He wanted me&ke Errikat
and see what could be done with him. So, everyiagenwould
take him to the outskirts of the base and train again to drill
right, left, and what a rifle was. It was difficutedious work and
three weeks later, he gave up on a military career.

During that time | had absolutely no social lifebdrely
went to Tel Aviv and hardly ever saw my brother aign
Rehovot. All of my time was devoted to army manesvend |
worked day and night.

During the course | became friends with a nice guy
named Haim Laskov. It was quite an extraordinamgtbecause
during the course it was difficult to make frienalsd there was
intense competition among the men. Some worked, ltaxddn’t
speak English, and had to struggle with everythinbad no
special problems except for physical stamina. Rerfirst time |
had to do exercises and somersaults. SergeaneFredped me
and wasn't interested in revenge anymore. Wherag my turn,
he grabbed my hand and helped me finish the move.

Inspection time arrived. The classes lined up enfigid
with rifles and each cadet had to lead his class steveral
minutes. Sergeant Frasier stood by the scorebostdecorded
the points. There were about five or six men ahefaahe. | left
ranks and began giving orders. Frasier, in ordegx@mine me
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more closely, took an unusual course of action todd in my
place. He wanted to scrutinize closely if my ordesse given at
the correct time.

That was my clue that | should give the attentwder
right then. | turned to him and started spittindg imsulting slurs,
telling anyone who could hear where his mother fatiger really
came from and in which garbage dump he was borthd@rsame
way Frasier would talk to us. | added, “Sergeatsier, what do
you think of your village of pigs? Look at you,lssitanding there
with your notebook!” He was in shock, but beingaod soldier
he didn't react. The entire company stood stilltba field and
watched. Captain Leslie, the course Commander,dstiothe
Command building and several seconds later the base
commander, Colonel Lester, also came out. It wah ldrama
that day.

| shouted at him to throw down the board. He thiew
down and | saluted him. He didn't make one movéheauat me
insulting his parents and entire family, and | atitleat if he still
thought the Scottish Guard knew how to executdsdtile’d be
much better off coming to learn from the diggetsvas one hell
of a circus that day.

| led the class into the trench that surroundedlitieup
area and at the last second, turned about facesidadays and
everyone went wild. They had never seen anythkeiti before.
Sergeant Frasier was in the middle of the shownryeve stood
around watching and no one dared move. This wentoori0
minutes. Finally | stopped them, went to Frasied atood at
attention. | asked him if | might be dismissed. Hieswered
affirmatively without adding one more word. Thateeing he
called me outside and we went to one of the corakthe base.
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From under his coat he took out two bottles of et offered
me a drink.

After that there were examinations in writing aneld
navigation. Each man received a map and had tofpeser six
points. From Sarafand we walked to Rishon LeZiogif Blanan,
Nes Ziona, Kfar Aharon and other places. Each mas agsigned
a different direction and at each point a Britisarggant or
Officer was waiting to record the hour the cadeden# to the
designated point.

For me it was like a walk in the park. | was faanilith
the area and reached all of the five points quickliy the last
point the Captain and the course Commanders, SesjEeasier
and Hunt, were waiting. | was the first to reachnthand had one
more point to go. The Commander asked me wherea# and
asked me to show it to him on the map. | pointed toee about
two and half kilometers away. He told me | coulddswn and
that | didn’t need to continue.

After that were the field tests around Ben Sherheid a
stupid thing. | had a pair of shoes and one of the® a bit torn. |
sent them to be repaired just before we were t@dwere going
on maneuvers the following morning, and all | hadvear was a
brand new pair of shoes. They were shiny paradessslifior
Saturday morning lineups and the most inappropridiees to
wear on field maneuvers.

| walked from Sarafand to Ben Shemen and my heel
began to chafe. We arrived and put up two largéstetere we
spent most of the day and the night. Every two si@udifferent
group went out with one of the cadets for maneuvers the
second day it started raining and didn’t stop Yoo days. On the
third night everyone who was called knew they weiandidate
for Officer rank and very lucky. Everyone was cdlleut me. |
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knew it was all over. Was it possible there was ething wrong
with me? We knew all along that there were onlyngdio be 10
officers and my heart was broken, my shine paradesscuffed,
and my foot destroyed. | could barely move.

At ten o’ clock that night, one man had to commémel
others. It was raining and in the marshy, boggy mod we had
to attack the grove. There was a group hiding tdrese job it
was to defend the grove. All of a sudden | heardoge,
“Neaman, take command.” Until then the person bdigied
didn't give commands. He must have taken pity oasisve were
all slouched over. When the Captain ordered me ake t
command, the first order | gave to the company twday down
in the mud and crawl. The whispering began. | tdldm in
Hebrew, that anyone who says anything, even if ardhea
whimper, | would break his head open right theretton spot. |
gave orders to attack the post opposite ours andtdd | told
them and not let out so much as a sigh. | knew teogommand.

We congquered the post in the grove. We crawled,
advanced, we shot from the flanks and the Captai satisfied.
He told me to let the men go to sleep. The menestdalking and
| exploded and told them | didn’t want to hear arsb because
the enemy was still out there. Everyone entered tkats, got
undressed if they wanted to, and went to sleepowtitimaking a
sound. The Captain told me we had captured theegimut he did
not say explicitly, “You are dismissed.”

We settled in the tents, wet to the bone, and modamed
make a sound. At six o’clock in the morning, h#él $tadn't
dismissed us. We got up and went out of the tdrts. Captain
was standing with the Sergeant and told me to betrhen
organized on the road because two cars were cotingllect
them and take the equipment back to Sarafand anchém were
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to walk back. In the pouring rain | organized themin threes
and told them to sing with all their might. Raim rain, we were
tired and the rest didn't matter. Sing! My voiceursded like a
mouse or like Donald Duck. | started to sing and thhole
company joined in. The Captain and the Sergeadtstdielieve
what they saw. After three days, these exhausthties® were
standing and singing in the rain.
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From Second Lieutenant to Captain in Three Months

Disappointment was waiting for me from the begignih was
sent to the 68 Squadron Transportation Corps after | had been
hoping all along to be an officer in a fightingantry unit. It was
a difficult blow for me, but in the army you followrders so |
went. Located on the other side of Sarafand, itnwa®o far
away. For the first time in my life, | walked inthe “Officer's
Mess”. | decided | would keep my mouth shut, asiea the
beginning, in order to avoid saying something stugdi was
provided with a butler, and there were specialeigy

| felt uneasy in my new unit. | was thinking of rfuture
and what awaited me. Would | be sitting somewheaming
drivers? You recall | learned how to drive in Frarand now |
had a car at my disposal and | was expected th saldiers how
to drive. This wasn't a job for an officer, but thavasn't another
job that suited me at the time. The other man wdmb dome with
me from the course requested to work in the gardgeéiad good
hands and was mechanically inclined, while | kndvgcdutely
nothing about cars. | taught the men how to driud ahange
gears on a route from Sarafand to Holon. It waal tmbredom. In
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the morning there were lineups, all day long | waa car, in the
evening there was another lineup and then a lomgiess night
with nothing to do. | went to the Officer's Mesgdatouldn'’t find
anyone to talk to. | went back to my tent. Yes,were living in
tents. | would usually read a bit and when the otficer came
in wanting to go to sleep we turned out the lightsl went to
sleep.

| have been asked many times, what happened irTret
How was it in France, in Greece? | usually didigeak much
about my adventures in the army. | felt that in timee some
people participated in battles and others didnd aot everyone
has to know exactly what happened.

Then one day everything changed. Hundreds of rscrui
arrived and there was total chaos, most of whick fdace in the
dining hall. It was impossible to feed everyoneaaese there was
a shortage of Sergeants to supervise and the hitcb#apsed
under the burden. The new recruits went wild, giradpbread and
food from one another. Havoc broke out everywhere.

The Colonel summoned an Officer's meeting and | was
the only Palestinian present. The other Palestioficer was
working in the garage and didn’t attend. The Coldraged his
staff on the table, “How is it that in the Britigfrmy we are not
capable of organizing the Mess Hall at meal tim&Mat did the
Officer in charge do?” All the Majors and Captairsd
Lieutenants sat literally shaking in their bootsat in silence. At
the top of his voice the Colonel said, “Well, whiat you have to
say for yourselves?”

The Major said to the Captain, “You are the Mess
Officer, Captain, what have you got to say?” Thept@en
answered, “The situation is unacceptable. Thereareooks, no
one knows how to cook, there aren’'t enough prodtd there
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iS no one to serve the food.” He looked around smddenly
noticed me. He said, “I haven't heard you say angthDo you
agree with what has been said here?” | answereds,“\8ir,
but...” He said, “Well, what do you have to say?”

| had plenty to say. | told him that | was suret thismong
all of the recruits someone must know how to caabg there
were probably waiters too. Instead of using hirddilian
Sudanese and Arab workers, we would have to firapleewho
had some idea about food. Instead of everyoneiegtat 12:30
into a small area that seated 400, it would beebédt divide the
1,200 men into three shifts. We would end drillliear Instead of
getting food for a 24 hour period, we would requistn the
D.I.D. (Office of Provisions) to supply us with fddor two days
until we adjusted to the new arrangement, so tleateould open
tin cans and put the bread out beforehand.

The Colonel listened and said, “What's your name?”
“Second Lieutenant Neaman, Sir‘, | answered. Hed,sai
“Lieutenant Neaman, from now on you are the Supfficer.”
That is how | received my second star. He promatedn a tick
from Second Lieutenant to Lieutenant, barely tiweeks after |
received my first star. He explained to me thabfathen, | was
the acting Lieutenant and after three months | daekeive a
permanent rank.

| walked out of the meeting stunned. It was my tfaul
Why did | open my big mouth? | was the Supply Gifiand |
knew nothing about the job. It was now my respadhsitio feed
1,200 soldiers three times a day. | ordered thgeaet to get all
the recruits prepared for a lineup. | went from pamy to
company to find out who was a waiter or a cookiinlian life.
This was strangely like the orchestra fiasco, kkridw there had
to be some waiters and cooks among the men becahse
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wouldn’t want to eat after a hard week in traininiggh minutes
later | had 40 and 50 volunteers. | told myselft thaould do it
with these men. | noticed two men who didn't vokattand kept
my eye on them. One of them was Danny Galmond laaather
was a man by the name of Horowitz. Because they'tdid
volunteer | put them in charge of the storeroomnehmost of the
robberies were.

Three days later, the meals were served in thries sh
day and the food was served properly. And no legmitant, |
didn't have to teach driving. Things went smoothigre or less.
It wasn't the Waldorf Astoria and it wasn't an ongged unit
where the food is good and always on time, butdtked. The
Colonel came every once in a while to have luncke® how the
Mess Hall operated. The food line was perfectlyaight,
especially after | made it clear that anyone who @ of line
wouldn't go to prison, but would have to deal with instead.

| stayed in the unit for a little more than a moatid then
was transferred to Unit No. 468, the truck trantgd@m unit. It
was a new unit, but the participants were expeeadnsoldiers.
We encamped not far from Kibbutz Givat Brenner.tBgt time |
was a two star Lieutenant and still taught drivitagether with
other freight transportation duties. We had freighicks and
transported military equipment from the large basear Beit
Naballah.

Most of the officers in this company were Britid¥iajor
Raymidge was the commanding officer and Captairrkzime was
his lieutenant. There were several British Lieutgégand one or
two Jewish officers. However, all of the soldiedsivers, and
recruits were Jewish.

A short time after | arrived at the unit | got dldeom
Yehuda Arazi, a Haganah purchasing agent, andaredttaking
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weapons at night from Bet Naballah to the Haganatelouses.
Even though they were British Army weapons we wgwving to
the Haganah, | didn't feel | was doing anything dging to the
British Army. The only good reason | can offerhsit Palestinian
Eretz Israel was a part of the British Empire, alfar from
London, where the great problems of government \karedled.
There were many problems that went unsolved becafiske
distance and disinformation, so average people itub&tive and
began preparing for the future. That is exactly homould have
behaved if | was an officer serving in Habbash wd&®. | would
initiate activities the main headquarters in Londmver even
considered. That is what Kitchener did when he livug Sudan
at the end of the 19century. Following this train of thought, |
was acting for the good of the British Empire bessawe had
security issues. We didn't know if the Germans wiawlach Eretz
Israel and the British government was not giving @orner of
the world too much consideration. In addition, reople they
sent certainly showed no resourcefulness if theydrot organize
1,200 recruits at meal times. In my opinion, mytitive was
beneficial.

We were like Robin Hood taking from the rich andigg
to the poor. The British, with their mountains ofapons, were
the rich and we were the poor. My relationship vitie British
officers and the Commander was proper. With theg&nts it
was standard, cold, and distant as expected. Yo weate, got
orders, and gave orders.

Then there was the ambitious Lieutenant Commander,
Captain Cherkham. He would stand and comb hisfbaia half
an hour every morning, then put on aftershave waittent that
carried for kilometers. He always had stories arke$ to tell. He
was a bit of a snake and the Commander could antdtim. One
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day out of the blue, he went to Jerusalem. A lang tearlier,
when he first arrived in the country, he had worladthe
Headquarters in Jerusalem. When he returned, kehtealothes,
attending assistant and car and moved to Haifaew tnansport
unit, 650, was established and he was appointe@dnemander.
After three months as an Officer, Captain CherkHafnand |
received his position and rank. Later | was toldatthhe
Commander knew that in three months when | finislieg
Officer’s course, | would be promoted to Captaie. as so sure
he even bet on it.

Within a month | received orders to report to Trors
Unit 650 in Haifa and to Cherkham. It was the ftiste | saw the
subdued Commander Raymidge angry. He spoke like the
Sergeants, cursing and swearing at Cherkham. Bwvaunglh he
knew there was a shortage of men he requestedramsferred to
serve as his deputy commander.

But orders are orders. | took an army car with iaedr
and went to Haifa. | went into Cherkham'’s officedasaluted but
he didn't look up from his papers. When he finaflised his head
and asked me what | was doing there, | showed hymramsfer
papers instructing me to report as his Deputy Condea He
looked at me and said, “You are a Captain? That fasis’ He
claimed that | must have had connections in higltgd. | didn’t
answer. | stood at attention with my baton underammg befitting
a British soldier. Needless to say, | was undet afl pressure.

Major Cherkham raised his moustache and said, “Come
let me buy you a drink and I'll tell you everythifigVe walked to
the Canteen and he told me that | shouldn’'t be wrte
impression he requested me because he needed me. alked
along the path, where no one could hear us, | S8id|shit. You
went to Jerusalem, requested me, begged for meRagohidge
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refused. You argued with him about it. Major Wadlaaent me to
you because your unit is in total chaos and yott ¢emdle it.” |
also told him that if he wanted me to get the campia shape,
fine. If not, then he should give me orders anaula get back in
the car and return to Headquarters in Jerusalésid him that we
both knew that Major Wallace was the commander aifany
468 and he was transferred to Headquarters inaleras| made
it clear that | knew he had been there, that Ragmidad been
there and he wanted to please them both.

What really happened was that Wallace went to see

Raymidge and right after that | was promoted tot&iapWallace
knew me personally, so | told him to stop playimggs because
he wouldn't be able to fool an entire unit. | alslal him | would
deny everything on a stack of Bibles.

Major Cherkham wanted to know if | could handle timeit,
realizing they were all riffraff. They wouldn't si@ in line, they
couldn't drive cars, they couldn't speak, and theree only three
months to turn them into soldiers. Impossible?

Now the truth was out so | invited him for a drinkle
went into the Canteen and over a few drinks, | tdld to give
me 24 hours and | would let him know what he haddo | left
the Canteen to meet the Sergeants. There wasishBB¢rgeant
Major who was appointed to work at a prison to dedh the
prisoners and not as a company trainer. There wéeg/ Jewish
Sergeants and Corporals who were good men and ielsut
to bow down to anyone. Some of them were far framocent,
yet there were some excellent men among them. TwascAl
Caprovov from Kfar Giladi, Sergeant Lee, who wakwish guy
who had won motorcycle races in Hungary and knew o
dismantle and assemble any car with his eyes $hate was also
Dov Goldstein from Rosh Pina, a great guy, and satier
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ranked soldiers, one of whom later in life becameegional
Judge, and another an ambassador. | talked to #memt was
anything but love at first sight.

| walked around the base for a while and by thet nex
morning | thought | had the feel of the place. Inivéo Major
Cherkham and demanded from him to dismiss the driti
Sergeant Major and then a few weeks later appoidewish
Sergeant Major. | also told him not to worry be@usvould do
his work for him. He told me | had free reign. Iddim that at
nine o'clock every morning the lineup would be flass. | told
him that from then on, he would be able to refirdais office and
devote time to the day’s trials. Each and evegyibuld be ready
with the necessary documentation and recommendatilh he
would have to do was make decisions and then dmnpjeisure
time.

We had 10 weeks until the general inspection togro
whether or not we operated like a convoy, coulairegars, if the
garage was functional, and how the paperwork wadlbd. | told
Cherkham he had no choice and couldn’t do it byskiin In the
meantime, | worked as usual. | awoke at six evesyning and at
ten at night we were still shining the cars. | waatlkalongside the
soldiers wearing an overall, and went under the.daknew all
about British official procedure. In the garageréheras a British
Sergeant who knew the ropes and wasn'’t interesteghything
else except fixing cars. He knew it by heart arashked him to
teach me.

| had English speaking men at all levels and stages
jobs. I told the men that if we passed inspectioa,would be a
working British unit and sent to the front. | alsxd them that if
they had enlisted to have a good time near Hdifa, was fine,
but if they came to move, act, and get to the fraret only had 10
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weeks to prepare. The British Army demanded efficye but
shine as well. They learned how to paint stones siride cars
better than usual. That was the result of takinipacAnd one
more thing: no freebees. | was not about to makea#lowances.
| was familiar with every last word of the King'seBulations. |
only explained things once, maybe twice and whoeissbeyed
the rules was punished.

Ten weeks later our sponsor, Major Wallace, arrividee
inspection lasted for three days. Wallace wentt fivath
Cherkham in tow, and | walked three steps behiremthas
required. Wallace examined the company and wasfisati A
short time later we were geared up to move. We waresferred
from Saint Lucas on the Carmel to Jalameh acras® fiKfar
Hassidim.

For the next ten weeks | met Yehuda Arazi on Haitzabtreet in
Haifa. A result of those visits was that two trueksnt for ‘spins’
and a lot of special deliveries arrived for the biaah.

Something else happened right before inspectiore On
evening, one of the soldiers approached me and thaid a
civilian was waiting for me outside the base scehwto see who
it was. A man who knew my name, and who later becawell-
known figure in Israel, was waiting to see me. digl tme that
people were waiting for me in Tel Aviv and thatdcdhto report
immediately. | left the base without informing ango

When | arrived in Tel Aviv | was escorted into @no on
Rothschild Boulevard for a meeting with the top m&fhyahu
Golomb, the head of the Haganah). The man explametk that
there was an important mission and that | had twl $@/0 cars
from the unit. | refused. He was taken aback andt&dh to
explain. Rather upset, he said it was not a questiowhy. |
explained that we were in the midst of a diffidnkpection so we
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could finally be considered a legitimate activetwsmd at that
point | didn't want to take one car or one manl. did, the entire
unit would be at risk.

He said my response was grounds for a trial. |, s¥iels,
Sir” and left the room. Five minutes later he cam patted me
on the shoulder and said, “Okay, don't get upsker& is a lot of
pressure on everyone; there is a lot at stake. tolsoaware of it
like me. When there is such a dire need, it is hardchear a
negative response, but you convinced me. Let mevkmoen you
are ready and the guy who brought you here, a caonuations
man who lives in Haifa, will take you back.”

At the Jalameh base we were sent to do gravel wbrk
Haifa Bay when we received orders that the unit 440 cars
were to go to Baghdad.
| passed the message on to the Haganah and theycted me to
contact Enzo Sireni, a Haganah messenger in Baghdéd
started our journey from Haifa to Baghdad withooy aroblems.
The men were professionals, driving ambulancesppitg,
reorganizing, waking on time, cooking, eating, @odtinuing on
our way again.

We met Sireni in Baghdad. We brought him
communication equipment, illegal of course, and sather top
secret things he needed. We met at the home afiahJéamily in
Baghdad. It was a pleasant evening because Sirasi an
extraordinary and humble man. He told me thatdwdad more
men. | told him that it was too complicated. Thp took a week
and we were camped at a British airbase near Habniyhad a
driver, an alternate driver, and in each car thexee management
level people and a cook. How could | possibly eixpdditional
people? Sireni was adamant. So | invented excusesdrcome
these difficulties. After all | was once an armyapermaster and
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I knew how to get equipment and army coats and élank
identity cards.

We supplied the Jewish boys with uniforms, got them
identity cards, and brought them to a meeting dghtnWe got
them into the cars on top of the barrels and paekagf
equipment that we were bringing to Haifa. The BhtMajor was
with us the whole time and had no idea what waagyon right
under his nose. He never noticed that we had meople than
usual and he never caught on because | made surecéized
whiskey and stayed drunk.

The Iragi men were bored, didn’'t move or make andou
and didn’t relieve themselves before we made tteerigght stop.
We arrived in Eretz Israel and handed them oveoraitg the
instructions we were given.

Three days passed and Major Cherkham returned from
Headquarters in Haifa with a face as red as a wnké¢ didn't
want to talk with me in his office.

We went outside and he was so angry he was shaking.
told me that he heard at Headquarters how our gomnwas
supplying weapons to Baghdad and transporting Jeas
Baghdad. He told Headquarters that this was implessiecause
he was there the entire time and saw nothing. Tieeadded that
he had just then found out he was Jewish. | sawiag no big
deal. He was still pretty agitated and | told himattwe didn’t do
anything. We didn’t bring weapons or people. He #id was the
Commander and the one in charge. | was only a é&ieutt
Commander. Under regulations he was in charge efetttire
operation.

He was shocked. He kept repeating that he waset ev
there and never saw anything. | held my own. | neled him he
was the one in charge and he was going to makéfenydry easy
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from there on out. | informed him that whenevergilole certain
things would be done with the utmost caution. Eythaccused
him in Headquarters that he transported weaponddwas, why
didn't they take any action against him? It seerasdif they
didn’t know and someone informed them. We weretpsaire we
couldn’t find out who the informer was, but fronmethon | would
let him know when we were going on a mission o$ tkiind and
he was ordered to keep his mouth shut. If he watdechll it
extortion, so be it.

| told him he was officially in charge of the cary gave
me orders to do it and | didn't dare disobey beeaus was my
Commander. | added that he had a good unit anddkajoy it. |
assured him that everything would be fine and neweduld learn
for the first time how to depend on himself. | tdilidn not to hide
and that | would let everyone know he was Jewish.tiied to
resist but | stood my ground. | said, “I will telyeryone you are
Jewish! They will love it, and they will be proud their British
Jewish Commander.” He didn't answer me. | told Hiatt if they
asked him, he should tell them that nothing ofkimel ever took
place. It was all nonsense. Nothing happened bedéitsdid he
would have known. | repeated that if there was ewe against
him, he would have heard by then. They simply didmve
anything.

After a short time, the entire company was senth®
Sinai to transport freight between train statiorisew the long
awaited orders arrived to go to Egypt. Egypt wasdhteway to
the war. We worked in Egypt for some time. Montgoynkad
arrived and there was a lot of preparation and eamover if the
Germans would be successful in invading Cairo amtticuing
on to Eretz Israel. How should we act, what shavddo? What
would happen? All unanswered questions.
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The company got organized and left. Besides Cheankha
only two British officers remained, Lieutenant Gamd Captain
Price. In the garage there was one other Britisigezmt. In
addition, there was a Jewish Captain, named Pebater he
served as a Lieutenant Colonel in the IDF and #&nm not
mistaken he was also a part of a purchasing débeged Paris.
As for Cherkham, well, | told everyone in Haifa thae was
Jewish and they thought nothing of it. He changed as a result
and with us he seemed prouder, but outwardly hained his
typically British behavior.

One day we were put on a ship to Tripoli. We haddea
what was waiting for us there. | decided that hguime company
start training would be beneficial. We went on ardii® hike with
full gear and kit bags and | walked at the headhefcompany.
We sweat like pigs. The training was importantrsmmen would
stay in shape. The men were toughened up by thmengalt was
a first rate military unit. The British Commandehevcame to
inspect this spectacle of a Palestinian unit couldell the
difference between a regular British unit and ours.

In the Officer's Mess | was formal even though tefo
them were members of the Youth Guard (Ha’'Shomeitsdm).
One of them was from Kibbutz Gan Shmuel and onenfro
Kibbutz Dahlia. They learned that in my unit theadhto behave
like Officers. We were in the British Army. It didrhelp me that
the Officers in our unit and other units liked n@ne of them
once asked me why | needed all this. Why are yotoagh? |
told him | wouldn't loosen the grip because we wierthe middle
of a war. Then it was quiet but the next day weldde on the
battlefield. Weaklings and cowards would cost uarige | had
soldiers in good condition who were ready for amghat any
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time. They would act on command, instinctively witih asking
guestions.

There were times when discipline was an issue. Wien
were in Egypt, one of the drivers said that workiogEgged Bus
Company was better. He thought that if he appetordue crazy,
the army would release him. He went to the sandmitsat down
with his hands held in front of him like he washfisg. A
Sergeant approached him and asked him what he eiag. He
answered that he was fishing. He sat in the suminfisfrom the
sand pit. | was told he had lost his mind and shingtneeded to
be done about it. My advice was that if he wasycem® harmless
then we should have pity on him. At least he wapyang
himself. | told the men not to give him any foode Eould cook
the fish he caught. | even offered to start a fimehim and told
him that after he caught some fish he should fimthin the
frying pan.

Late that afternoon he stopped fishing in the s&ndp
Afterwards, in Italy, he became my personal drivée. proved to
be a brave soldier and saved my life on severasions. We got
along great. What happened in Egypt was a restilisgboor state
of mind. Another Commander might have brought aalom see
him.

The truth was that the other soldiers were angth wie.
Why were we torturing ourselves with this backbmegkraining?
But | walked in front. | walked in front and theglfiowed me and
so it was until the big day.



11

Discharged From Service After Six Years and Sevendys

One day we were told we were going to receive tieatgst gift
ever. We were going to be deployed as a rescueitetira Allied
invasion of ltaly. We were issued cars and joinked kanding
forces. The long suffering and strict disciplinergv@bout to pay
off.

All of our 140 trucks were loaded onto Americanpshi
The journey lasted several days and as | was stgnol the
bridge one night with the Captain, he remarked Heahoticed |
gave orders in English, spoke English, but with sbédiers we
spoke another language among ourselves. He waatéahaw
who we really were. | told him that we had Star®af/id and we
were the Palestinian Unit. We were Jews from Elstael. The
Captain then whispered secretively that he wasskewdo. He
came from Charlestown, in the southern part ofithited States.
Why doesn’t anyone know, | asked him? That is tl we are
raised, was his answer.

He told me about life in America, about anti-Sesamti
and how Jews are not allowed to join certain clutesked him
how he could live like that. He told me that hightr taught him
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not to impose himself where he is clearly not weleo He
suddenly became quiet and then told me that itimpsssible to
imagine what he felt when we boarded the ship. &le the Star
of David and heard us speaking a foreign langudlgethought it
might be Hebrew, but he wasn’t sure.

Several days later we approached the beach atngal
The canons fired and the first round of shootingame The
Germans returned heavy fire. It was the beginningeinvasion
of Italy and we were in the middle of all the caosiin. We
disembarked with the ammunition we were deliveriogthe
infantry. It was a difficult landing because ther@ans knew we
were expecting an invasion and they were waitirtge Tars kept
getting stuck in the sand, bombs dropped all arousd but
fortunately we didn’'t get hit and no one was infur&veryone
obeyed the rules and was fully prepared. | didaivéhto give
orders, yell, or push. Everyone knew where to gbwhat to do.
The men performed brilliantly, first-rate all theayy and the unit
was organized.

Several days later, the Germans retreated and teecen
Salerno where our Headquarters were, including €agtgMajor
Barker and a kitchen. Incidentally, many yearsrlateeceived a
medal from the War Veterans Organization and Satgkkajor
Barker was present. Here is the story.

The Organization of Jewish War Veterans bestows
medals on veteran soldiers. Until this very dayyaik or seven
have been awarded. Among those who received thalmeste
President Kennedy, Omar Bradley, General Hutchisma, one
year it was given to me. The main speaker in thierseny was
General Gunther, the United States Army Head ofr@jmns in
the invasion of Salerno. When | walked onto thegesth was
blinded by the spotlight. Suddenly the lights went, and when
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my eyesight adjusted | thought | was back in theo&d World
War and that | was sitting in my office in Salernlo.was
astonished at the sight of Sergeant Major Barkefuil British
Army uniform and beret, standing and saluting me. thd a
special way of saluting that hadn’'t changed afiertreat time.
They flew him in from Israel as a surprise guesé Was a
Colonel in the IDF and in my honor he wore his aumyform.

That same evening General Gunther stood on the stag
and said, “If | knew in Salerno that | would mele¢ tCommander
of the unit that would land on the shore on D-Damight not
have come because on that night, if he would hagst me, he
most certainly would not have greeted me with & lkoa each
cheek.”

My unit in ltaly conducted itself well. During théne |
didn't serve in the Palestinian unit, | adopted dpproach that |
must excel. | moved into the most beautiful hous8alerno with
a large garage for the cars and decided that itldvdie
Headquarters. We situated ourselves in a vacateabkcso the
soldiers would have a place to sleep inside the #ithile the
General Headquarters was getting organized | wasady
enjoying all the necessary comforts.

Back in Tripoli | decided that two Sergeants ana tw
Corporals would get to work as soon as we disenaorkheir
job would be to locate in Amalfi, on the Rivieratrfar from
Salerno, a rest home where groups of 10 men waonltbgone
week of rest and relaxation. Cherkham was the Camderaand |
was the Deputy Commander.

In Italy | improved the soldiers' living condition$hey
didn’t sleep on the ground or in the mud like befdrwanted to
build them beds that were similar to cots made foamvas and
wood, but we didn’t know where to find the necegsaaterials. |
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found the owner of a large carpenter’s workshop ttew where
to find wood. | traveled 200 kilometers with himdaafter a short
disagreement he let me take two truckloads of wogianks for
free. After several days each soldier in the uad h folding bed
of his own stored in the car. | took care of my raerif they were
members of my family, but | demanded disciplineaturn.

After two or three weeks in Salerno, Cherkham was
transferred to Headquarters. | was appointed umibi@ander and
promoted to Major.

We had a special way of life. Every Saturday evgnire would

get together and a soldier, Matthew Arielli, orgad parties and
shows for the whole unit. The Canteen had exdehesources
and | decided to be lenient. For example, we pwethdruit from

the local market. After the company was dispersedplatoons
were stationed in various cities and worked hardow two

months later we were so proud when we receiveddoraaw

trucks. Originally we had three ton trucks and thenheard that
our Unit 650 was getting a six ton vehicle withrailer, and the
impact was huge.

We were considered a particularly capable unit diod
not transport food, canteen merchandise or gerfiexght. We
transported ammunition to the front lines. Otheitsurargued
about who would drive, who would work in the kitcheor who
would sit in the office. For us that was all trivi&or my men,
being a driver was the greatest honor because desded in
instilling them with a deep-rooted sense of teairitsp

We transported weapons to the most dangerous places
like the landing point at Anzio. The orders for sthinission
expressly stipulated that the transport was to dreiex! out by
Major Neaman’s unit. It was total hell and | knovihat that was
like because my men and | went through hell in AnZihe
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British landed on the beach and the Germans weitngdor
them. They absorbed unbelievable amounts of gugfirbours a
day. It was our job to bring the ammunition andetiafter time
we succeeded in doing so without injury. We weoky) but | am
certain that following orders had a lot to do withThe men
conducted themselves strictly by the book. Theymatically
and intuitively drove, parked, and unloaded.

A popular newspaper by the name Béjoney Ha'derech
(Landmarks), whose copies can be found in the maktibbrary
today, wrote all about our unit. The editions weriek because
many people donated material and | appeared in edition. |
was also a member of the Soldier's Treasury andAffier the
War” organization that established a freight coaffer the war
was over. | was determined to instill in the mea gerspective
that the army was not obligated to anyone andey ttidn't have
expectations they wouldn't be disappointed.

| also had to take care of personal problems. @ne &
soldier fell in love with an Italian girl and wadké¢o get married. |
was informed of the situation and immediately wieom Naples
to Salerno with him to meet the woman and her paramd
convince both sides that it was a bad idea andoitlavnever
work out. Whenever there was a problem, the meredanme. |
felt they respected me. | didn’t have to silencenthor call them
to attention; my presence was enough.

In my company there were some pretty exceptional, me
like Shalom Lavi, one of the founders of KibbutznBiarod,
Lipsky from Bet Alfa, and other kibbutz philosopkewWe had all
kinds of men from all walks of life: Communists, \R&onists
and city people. One of my friends from the Youtlua@l
Movement gave me some advice in Naples. He satd gteould
belong to something so that | would be backed upwfas ever
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necessary. | told him that | didn't need to becdusas, after all,
the Commander of the unit. He explained to me timtwas
suggesting it for my own good, so that when | waticized,
someone would be standing behind me.

We were in Naples on Passover and | gathered tlte un
together. We ate a good dinner, drank wine, and theld my
men that whenever | got them together it was ugdaH official
purposes. But that night was a holiday so | tokehtho sing and
be happy, but if they wanted a half hour to askstjaes, it would
be “off the record” providing it remained civilizetitold them |
was not prepared to hear any insults from thent, ggsno one
insulted them. | urged them, however, to speak tmands. The
men asked why they were stationed there and otrestigns that
| could tell were not sincere, but rather becausethkir
commanding officer, told them to feel free and g@skstions. One
of the soldiers, who was drunk, asked for permissiospeak. He
asked rather critically, “Major Neaman, do me aofafor once,
just once, don't be right. It is very difficult fars when you are
right all of the time.”

The same is true today. | don’t speak unless | ara bk
am right. If | ask someone to do something, thenlldo it first.
| always got along with my men and for some reabay never
hid the fact that they were proud of their unit @&baimmanders.
Someone once told me that during the siege of dienmsin 1948,
when things were really bad, one digging partnét saanother,
both from my unit that,* If Sammy were here eveiythwould
be okay.”

A person who takes on a task should not expecs@mai
love. | am without a doubt not the first person day this,
nevertheless it is true. | never demanded the ¢dyvay men, but
if | wanted to maintain my position, my subordirmateeeded to
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value me. Like everyone else, | have my weaknebsgsny men

admired me because | took responsibility and | toade of them.
In return they accepted my demands and performexd agher

level in comparison to other units. The men in nmyt believed

that serving in Unit 650 bestowed more honor upsnldier than
other units. Whatever anyone else thought or betleabout a
unit where soldiers still saluted and cars werenesthi from

morning till night | really have no idea. | only éw that in my

unit men did not ask for transfers unless it wagdointo the

parachute unit. In every case except one, the stgueere
denied. There was a man in the unit by the nanféwafot, who

time and time again requested to be transferrétidgarachute
unit so that he could return to Yugoslavia and $dline Germans.
Finally, his transfer came through and he was dyaweunded,

losing both legs.

| received many letters, most of which were fill&ith
praise and others with insults. | received letteym high ranking
officers, including Generals, who admired my wate drivers'
conduct, their courage, their spirit of voluntegriand devotion.
One person wrote a particularly insulting letterenenhe detailed
why under no uncertain circumstances did he belignat we
were a Palestinian unit. Our unit had an excelteputation of
professionalism and efficiency of the first order.

Our cars were rarely involved in accidents, haellgr in
the garage for repairs, and our output was theesigbf all the
British transport units. Our good reputation eveached Eretz
Israel. My father's brother, Aaron, told me aftéetwar that
Moshe Shertok (Sharet) returned from ltaly elatedalise of our
unit. He said something to the effect of, “There@my one army
Commander like that.” He dined with us one Shalaivat it was
very pleasant. From then on we had a good reksttipn
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My unit also participated in some difficult battliesltaly,
including the battle at Monte Casino, south of RorfRer six
months the British were unsuccessful in breakimgugh German
lines there. During that time we began taking aafreome 400
Jewish refugees. We fed them, got them set up,eard gave
them jobs. We had to do this with the utmost caugo that no
one could claim that we demanded extra food, anahyifmen
wanted to share their food it was their own busndswas a
purely humanitarian act. We also helped hungryaltal, but for
the Jews, we had to go to special lengths. We bdohd them,
bring them to the base, and give them clothes tr we

This story has been told many times. We were just a
small part of a vast machine which accomplishedfthis. We
followed orders and did our duty as Jews. At fingt activity was
sporadic and later | ordered two or three of my nwetake care
of the refugees on a regular basis. They were eddar collect
people, give them first aid, and then bring themttie base.
Sometime later, an organization was establishethke care of
the Jewish refugees.

We were in Naples and Salerno for about three nsonth
Remember we were considered a first rate unitlligeifar as to
say that we were a model British Army unit and e¥enerican
officers came to observe us as a prime exampldefBritish
Army. And we were only Palestinian... After Monte @eswe
went to Rome and continued north to Assisi. Thiwlhere | first
met Meshulam Riklis.

We were in ltaly for a long time, up to the endfu war.
After V Day the British Army was in no hurry to eslse recruited
men. | got an offer to stay in service with a préioo to
Lieutenant Colonel, and to serve in Germany. Thgh hiank
didn't appeal to me, but | did want to serve in GBeny. | mulled
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over the offer for several days and finally | infeed my superior
officers of my decision. | chose to be dischardedvas exactly
six years and seven days that I'd been in thecgervi

| was sent back to London, but before | tell youawh
happened in England, it is time for a brief synegdimy life and
especially the war years.
With your permission | will start back at Mikvehrael where |
learned to accept life as a given. The most importhing |
learned through working the land is that natureaigpart of
everything. The rain for some is annoying and magthmore than
a means to clean the streets from time to time.f8utne it is
nature’s way of irrigating the land to prepareat plowing and
planting. That is how | came to see life as a comidon of
callings. A cow will stand still motionless all dégng, except for
one thing: perpetually making milk. My experienece Mikveh
Israel blessed me with the ability to perceive gimealistically
rather than romantically.

| had been in France, witnessed the collapse of the

Czechoslovakian reign as Hitler conquered it withe fight, and
| saw what happened to Chamberlain and his pede®=gso | saw
a country prepare for war and a country that renegeth1918. |
knew there was only thing to do: fight. Thereforehen war
broke out and even earlier, | had no doubts ormadeconflict; |

enlisted. It was nothing special, just a way taldeth the facts.
When there was a war, soldiers go to fight. | waes tight age
therefore it was my duty to serve in the army. bwnthat |

needed to find my place in the army structureyactire which |
needed to fit into and not the other way arounce &my is all
about structure and | was the construction matetiahever
stopped being a Jew or a Palestinian and | neveanie person
beat me down if | could prevent it. | believed thfat had the
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power to act and carry out a task at a high levehould be the
one to do it. And if | got an army rank in the barg | should
accept it.

The British Army taught me automatic, but not blind
discipline. What | mean is that | did what | neededlo without
asking questions, but not without reason. Therefateen they
tried to demote me because | was a Palestiniaoyght it from
within, believing in the system and the law.

| learned all about people in the British Army. Mikveh
Israel, the Moshav, the Moshava, and in the village were all
friends. I've had my share of disappointments, éath person
was a friend first. The army taught me to obsergepte and
decide what kind of person they are once | really 9 know
them. The army also taught me to live on my owrhea@lone and
lonely.

This is especially true for Commanders. | saw homes
suffered in units where they tried to be both Comdest and
friend to their men. Only certain people were ableccomplish
this. | was not one of them and if | wanted to b@ammander, |
knew | would have to sacrifice this aspect of humedationships.
I had no friends and at the end of a working dawoulld seclude
myself in my tent and read. Outside the tent | aa®fficer and
what happened behind closed doors, or tent flaps, o one’s
business but my own. The outside world saw onlyaathority
figure in a uniform and rank. | wasn’t a hero, bbad to be a role
model and when | was afraid, | bit my lip and potrmy poker
face.

In the army | learned that it isn’t essential tolde=d, but
respect is requisite. You respect a person beazitbeir position
or profession, not merely because they are a hdreeg. | was a
professional. | was a professional farmer and s ahmy | was
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considered a professional as well. | learned hbwhad to learn
from books, or to stand at attention for two hourdjd it with
extreme professionalism. This approach to life radldhy future
character and today | am as | was then. | execlitgolas
professionally. If 1 had to sweep the streets toowrl would
make every effort to do the best | could.

In the army | learned that you can mix all kindgpebple
and by integrating them into a unit, they lend anchawork
together and constitute a unified group. Each @na different
and separate entity, tall or short, strong or weaktogether they
can accomplish anything. My experiences in Mikvetad¢l and in
the army taught me to extract the maximum effastrirpeople.
When | was a child a doctor once told me that deeeto drink a
lot of water because that is what the body needssl capable of
living in the desert for months with a canteen Half of water
per day and that amount was enough to shave withebwith,
and wet my lips.

The army taught me the meaning of organizationemprd
and how to take punches. | had fled France, Greswk Crete. |
learned that fleeing and retreating is not the ehthe world. A
person can retreat, be beaten, and come out triaimphll of this
left an indelible mark on me. What's more, | leatn® plan
ahead. At the end of months of training, a Colaoeild ask for a
bottle of Champagne and after 30 days in the maustae had to
be able to provide it. All of this is deeply embeddwithin me.

Those experiences enriched my character and hagghte
my intuition about people. | learned to observegbe@nd figure
out what makes them tick so | would know how td tal them,
because | firmly believe that there is a differapproach for each
person. Army and life have shown me that anythiag lcappen.
You shouldn't let it go to your head when you ar¢ha top, just
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as you shouldn’t despair when you are down. Moaa gmything,
| learned to trust myself, especially when otharstheir trust in
me.

| learned how to talk to people and mastered theofar
persuasion.
For example, when Eretz Israel was in its infarmmy, British
Army unit camped near Kibbutz Givat Brenner andeheas a
play showing in Rehovot in the largest theateheftime, the Bet
Ha’am. Naturally, the entire Moshava attended andiers came
too. | was a Captain and | came with my Companyné&of the
soldiers sat in seats that belonged to someonearts¢he people
whose seats they sat in demanded they get up. ®Ghaks out in
the hall and the show couldn’t begin. The soldienfoyed the
luxury of the theater, but they took the seatshef Ibcal people
and no one did a thing. | went on stage and anresltiwat all the
soldiers were to stand at attention immediatelyeyTtid so and |
ordered the soldiers to vacate the seats at orttgato the back
of the theatre. They obeyed. | asked the locafsgase return to
their seats and thanked them. No one sat downloda people
invited the soldiers to sit. The local people thesmt to the back
of the theater and stood and watched the show. Gaeg up their
places to the soldiers willingly. Then the showafip began. |
also learned that today’s friends may be tomorrawemies and
today’s enemies may very well be tomorrow’s friends

The army was an excellent lesson in international
relations. | noticed that one Frenchman felt he a@gerior in
every way to the British guy and the British gupdght he was
much more aristocratic than the Frenchman. Thei&®lpoked
at both of them with contempt and thought they wboeh
complete fools. The Belgian believed in himselfs mitiative,
and ability. He thought the Frenchman was a shadbhe



194 Discharged From Service After Six Years and SevaysD

Belgian was enterprising and hardworking and preduesults.
Each one thought they were the cream of the crdps T
multinational meeting of men, or so | hoped, dirsidd my
prejudiced views. | didn't see myself as one of tichosen
people” and understood that every person percdiwvaself to be
part of a selected group. | withessed men in tlstiongest
moments and their weakest moments. | knew herog¢s@nards
from all nationalities.

These events deprived me of the peace | knew as a
farmer, as well as the ability to adjust to routihean no longer
live a routine way of life. | must be actively idved in
something.

As the years passed, | came to the conclusionttieas
are two constants in my life: heredity and envirentm With
one’s heredity, a talented person can be a godlies@nd banker
and at the same time one can become a thief ood galiceman.
A person is molded by their environment, and heyelestows
their inborn talents.

Now back to the end of the army story. | was raddda
1945, exactly six years and seven days to theaftge! enlisted.
My army service was very long. Toward the end Il stalked
around in my uniform in England. The sight of a iswMajor
from Eretz Israel was, at the very least, an exgispectacle for
the Jews in England.



12

Working for UJA and Ampal

Cecile and | had only been married for a few montien |
enlisted in the army so the first thing | did ingland was to go
see my wife. All in all, | had only seen her oneelén France
during the war and for two months in England whewals on
leave. We were married for seven years and foin&dints and
purposes, we were strangers.

My father went to Argentina on the eve of the Secon
World War while Odeda and Yifrach went to Englaibther
became ill and was hospitalized in England so Odeglasent to
a boarding school. Yifrach continued his studied aorked at a
factory because in England during the war, alldesis were
obligated to be employed. His music had now talksosd place
in his life because of his full time work and hdyoplayed when
he had free time.

| received a letter about Mother’'s illness and dske
Commander Cherkham if he knew someone in England wh
could help Yifrach find a place to live. He lookimdo it and, as it
turned out, his father and sister lived in the santg Yifrach
went to live with them until | returned to England.
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Odeda was in boarding school and Father was in
Argentina. At one point he wanted to return to ébrar to
England, but went to South Africa instead and becatme
Director of the Jewish Studies Department, sinmitahis job in
Argentina. He was not permitted to enter England esuld not
join the family so afterwards he returned to Israel

For reasons | can’t remember, | met Moshe Shettak,
head of affairs of state for the Jewish Agency amdion. It could
have been when | visited Great Russell Street 7@érevtihe
Zionist Agency was located. | had no idea whaaswoing to do
in the near future. My first thought was to rettionEretz Israel.
My reason for going to England was to get my wife aeturn to
Israel. For me, going to Israel was returning hdoaefor Cecile
it was something quite different because she hadrrigeen there
before.

Moshe Shertok looked at me in my shiny Major's
uniform. | was on discharge leave, but still infarmn. Because |
spoke good English and had received medals, heediant to
work with him in uniform as a mediator between tiogally
introverted British Jewry, who were anything bub{iionist. It
was a good offer and | began working as spokesperso

Buckshtensky was my direct superior in the Jewish
Federation (Histadrut) and together we visitedta! key British
Jews no one from Eretz Israel had ever met. | weatywhere in
my uniform and shiny medals and baton and conduuigself as
an Officer and a Gentleman. | was the quintesdeintiage of a
British officer, complete with a blonde moustacke.Jewish
officer from Eretz Israel was certainly a noveltyt to mention
an attraction.

It was November, the beginning of fundraising saaso
Buckshtensky sent me to meet some important pdwplead met
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with before and instructed me to get straight ® ploint: money
for Eretz Israel. My mission was to go whereverdnted, but
return with results. The rich Jewish organizatiovere full of
people in the textile business like Sam Goldstélek Warner,
Charles Clor, and Lou Mintz who were too old to igto the
army during the war. Sir Simon Marks was the patodrthe
United Israel Appeal of Canada.

During that time | met with Military Rabbi Cherickyho had
located my wife. He was serving as the Directoithef Jewish
National Fund (Keren Kayemet) in London. | had gnesspect
for him because he was a learned man and | sersadhd an
extremely sincere person. In his opinion the offereceived
wasn’t too bad, money was undeniably needed anthttehat |
was a Major was also important. There were Jewislohd, but
no Palestinian Majors from Eretz Israel.

That is how | began my work in the UJA. Most of my
military service was with the British so | was fédian with their
mind-set and at the risk of sounding egotisticalvds very
successful. Starting from scratch, | organizedahiire enterprise
like a military operation. Until then contributiomsere made door
to door. The existing system wasn’'t working sodided to try an
alternative method. | spoke with Goldstein, who ghased
material from Shmulevitch and had him invite Shmiith and
some other people to his home where | spoke wigéimtlabout
contributing money. In a short period of time | haaised
unprecedented amounts of contributions in Britishruls.

For me this was a temporary undertaking | did &svar
for Moshe Shertok and | certainly had no plans oaking
fundraising a career. | continued until 1947. Byerthl had
organized countless meetings and conferences andgathose
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who wished me success was Aubrey Evan, better krasnvibba
Evan.

| recall in particular one fundraising meeting &ie t
Dorchester Hotel in London. The Chairman was Sirarks,
who arrived with the créme de la creme of Londodésvish
society textile people. Moshe Shertok was the sgreakd he
knew how to deliver a speech. When he was finisgpedking he
shook everyone’s hand and then we went for a walldyde
Park. | reminded him that we started with the Estgliewry, then
the UJA, and that it is was getting to be just tmach. | told him
plainly that fundraising wasn’'t for me. In the méawe | had
started training some young people and was aftaiés turning
into a full-blown career with meetings, extra ciEgsand business
contacts. This was fine and good, but | wantecetarn to Eretz
Israel. He listened to me and then asked me howhmuezney
was raised that night. | reminded him that he kaset and knew.
He put emphasis on the fact that it was a gredtaleaoney.

| was concerned with the situation in Eretz Isrdekas a
time of great strife and the British were anything interested in
their relationship as our ally. | asked Shertok wiaal an inside
line if we had a chance to triumph over the Britighpire. In the
London cold of Hyde Park he spoke quietly and tokl how the
barefoot refugees of the Holocaust, from south¢aly Ito the
Mediterranean, would reach every corner of Euréfgespoke of
how they would come in the thousands, tens of tods, and
even hundreds of thousands and the British woutchatp them
at all. Trying their best, they wouldn’t succeeddimwning them
at sea. The sound of feet headed for the southdwoute the
British to open their gates. Not guns, not bomlug, rboney was
needed and lots of it. He said he had no contrel one and |
could return to Eretz Israel tomorrow morning Wanted to. But
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there weren’t many people like me who could sucagedhat |

do. It is possible that history will not remembdregok-Sharet as
one of the great Prime Ministers Israel ever hadbrd’'t want to

judge him, but he unquestionably had the poweraysymasion.
The next day | went back to work.

In every practical sense, | was a British subjélion
discharge from the army | received British disclegpgpers and a
British passport. In the meantime, Yifrach movednith Cecile
and me and after Odeda finished school she joirsedsuwell.
Things were difficult for us. Despite the fact tthdiad an income
from fundraising, the Jewish Agency had no moneypay
salaries so we made due with very little and Ceo#ped with
her salary.

It was during that time that that a well-known joalist
by the name of James Egger discovered Yifrach. &tk Heard
him play for soldiers during the time he workeddadly long and
performed at night. One day we opened the Daily rés®
newspaper and on the front page was a large picfukéfrach
and a caption that said, “A Musical Genius.” Aftdrat he
performed in concerts in England, South Africa, émel United
States and his career flourished. In the beginhmglidn’t make
any money because traveling was expensive and le ava
beginner. But the world opened up for Yifrach. lgent, Ivan
Phillipe, explained to me that a career develomsvigi and
Yifrach, like his name, was a flower in bloom. Atat time
Yifrach, Odeda, Mother, who was hospitalized, andere in
England. Father was still in Eretz Israel.

In early 1949, the UJA decided | should go to workhe
United States. | was refused a visa because aogptdi them,
“too many Jews are trying to get into the Unitedt&6 and they
are unwanted.”l felt as if my head exploded when | heard this. |
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laid my passport on the counter and started tg Y¥bbu will
issue me a visa right now and if you don't | witirée you to
repeat what you just said to me to the newspapdisgdless to
say | received my visa, but it was limited to sieeks. When
Cecile and | arrived on the Queen Mary to the Uhigtates,
Cecile was ill. She was lying in bed with fever aiagh
immigration officer would not allow us to enter evéhough we
had visas. Yelling wouldn’'t help me now. The Amancclerk
made it clear that | wouldn't be allowed to entes tountry with
a sick wife. He could care less about the visaswis the one
who determined who entered and who didn't.

As an act of compassion and perhaps because tlasra w
chance we might be deported to England, the shigpent came to
ask what happened. | explained the situation to dmah he went
to speak with the immigration office. A few minuiaser he came
back and said everything was okay. | wanted to kinow he
reversed the decision and he told me to go seénthegration
officer and get the answer straight from him. Aflet other
passengers had already left the ship and | wag aldranded him
my passport and he asked me why | hadn’t mentidnes
Jewish, and did | think that he would let the vemme British
who destroyed the United States enter the coumig/3aid that
because | had a British passport. How cunninglyibdés that in
London | was refused entry to the United Statesabse | was
Jewish and in New York they refused me entry bexduwas
British.

New York made a great impression on me as it does o
anyone who sees it for the first time. We arrivédhight and
strangely enough, our taxi driver was also Jewk##n.had heard
that we were Jews from England and Israel and edfus take
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money from us. Before he dropped us off at thelhb&egave us
a tour of Broadway and Times Square for free.

| went to the United Jewish Appeal (UJA) officesdan
found an extremely well run organization. On thestfiday |
received my itinerary. It turns out | was well-knovas “Mr.
Neaman”. They also arranged a series of speechhs southern
part of the United States. There were approximaiéyor 16
speeches scheduled over a two week period in ay wigas.
Very quickly | realized that delivering a speechtire Unites
States was quite different than in England. In Bndll had to
speak, to say the least, with great care. It walgcent to discuss
money outright. Speeches were about needs andatibhg. In
the United States it was more like a productioe.lifou spoke
straight to the point and got the job done.

| was sent first to New Orleans. At the airport dsw
greeted by the local representative who handed me m
instructions and telephone numbers and told meatbhim at
nine o’clock the next morning. | arrived at a vengdest hotel in
the traditional southern town of 1949 New Orlednsthe lobby
of the hotel a black woman was sitting and playihg piano.
After the army, England, and ration stamps, | foamgself in a
cradle of plenty. No ration stamps here and what et over
could have very easily fed three entire families.

The next morning | called as instructed and my gmes
was requested at the office. A woman greeted met@ddne to
tell her all about myself. She was brief and Idaled suit. Where
were you bornRosh PinaWhere is Rosh Pind® the Galilee.
Where is the Galilee?n Israel. Where did you work?In
agriculture. Were you in the armyYes, | was a MajorWhich
army? The British Army What else can you tell md®othing.
Give me something exciting. | told her that wasdl &lhd. | wasn't
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exactly Gary Cooper. She was annoyed as | cleadgnit
meeting her expectations. It was all very differéoim what |
was used to. It was business, pure and simple.eNtingentality
in this organization.

They told me | had to make a speech at a lunchepon f
about 20 men’s clothing factory owners. | wasn'¢pared and
knew absolutely nothing about the people and wlzat @xpected.
| was seated next to the Chairman and the orgamizaterk,
whose only explanation was that the meal was firsgould
speak, and then pledges would be made.

The food was good and | ate plenty. Then the Clagirm
stood up and read off a scrap of paper that my naageso and
so, | was a Major, and added a few other careletstgn
exaggerations from the organization brochure thal fothing to
do with me whatsoever. There was a pitiful roundblause and
| spoke in English about Israel and what was nedidec. It was
1949. Israel had had its first triumph, independenehich
seemed like a good start but more help was neédenier once
mentioned the word “money”. | reached them by usiagson. |
spoke for about 15 minutes and the applause was weaker
than before. People got up and walked out.

The representative stared at me in rage and askefl Im
had ever given a speech before. He made sure | Kmewit was
solely my fault that a great deal of money had bkt that
evening and reminded me that they had paid fontaal, brought
people, and no one donated any money. He told mead
completely unfit to be a fund raiser.

We went back to the office. The regional manageat ha
already heard what had happened. He actually @nigficbnt of
me.Why had they sent me? | had ruined the entire agetii my
presence he dictated a 60 word telegram to the trddAager in
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New York. It went like thisYou sent me a complete failure and |
have no choice but to send him to another meetmight in
Tampa, Florida. From there he will be taken backNiew York. |
don’t ever want to see him again because he siagiéédly is
destroying all the good work we have accomplisheré so far.

| wasn’'t used to this kind of reaction, but | sde people
walking out on the speech and | knew | had faildtad no idea
what | was doing wrong. | succeeded in the pastreabcollected
thousands of Pounds Sterling. What was the differdretween
the British Pound and the United States Dollar? Wigye the
people here so unwilling to listen?

Feeling awful, | flew to Tampa. A Hungarian Jewthg
name of Schwartz was waiting for me. In anticipatiof my
arrival, | could see misery written all over hisdaHe was new at
the job and the meeting he arranged that evenirsghigfirst. He
drove me to the hotel in his car and on the waydid to me,
“Major, may | be frank?” | told him | would be haypif someone
would be. He explained that he knew what happene8iaw
Orleans and that he really wanted to succeed figat.rin that
town there were only 50 Jewish families and theyidi@ll be in
attendance. If | failed, he would be ruined becaausehole year
of work would have gone to waste.

| was also frank and | knew he heard that | halédabut
he didn’t know why. He explained that my problemswiaat |
didn’t inspire or stimulate people’s need to cdnite. According
to him, what | needed to do was emotionally motva¢ople and
target their feelings. We continued our conversatiothe hotel
and | asked him who would be attending. His ansmees brief.
"Major, you have to speaksu den hartZYiddish for "from the
heart"). He told me to speak straight to their tse@and their
pockets would open.
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| asked to him to take me early so | could seehthé |
wanted to know where | would sit and who would ting next
to me. He told me | could have whatever | wantddst don't kill
me tonight was his answer. He showed me around the hall and
until the meeting began | prepared myself. | walleedund the
building that faced the ocean. | walked along thermenade
facing the ocean and practiced how to inspire medphas upset.
| remembered how | was accepted in New Orleandandme so
upset that | couldn’t eat dinner. | know myself amden | am
hungry | get tense and that night | forced myselbée tense. |
didn't hear them introduce me or what they saidualme and |
didn’t care.

When | finally began my speech | was magically
transported back to Rosh Pina, sitting with my @father on the
rocks. | described how | had built houses, plowdd$, and
paved roads. | spoke to their hearts. The hall e@spletely
silent and then | noticed tears in the women’s eye®t only
spoke to the heart, but from the heart. | told theimat happened
in New Orleans and how | wasn't trained to spea#l diun’t
know what was expected of me. When | was finisteddrowd
gave me a standing ovation.

They opened up to me because | had given them et
wanted.

That evening not only did they donate money, bat th
donations increased. They gave $1,500 for the M&®&y000 for
the Major, $5,000 for the Major and so on. Schwasds ecstatic.
After that | was invited to someone’s home and ddkecontinue
the story | had started at the hall. | told thehadl spoken enough
but they wouldn’t let me go. So | kept on tellirtgrges until 3 in
the morning.
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As a result of my success, the UJA began to figltr o
who would get me. The man from New Orleans clairnedvas
the first who wrote about it in the telegram to N¥ark. | don't
mean to boast, but everywhere | appeared, the lahatibns
doubled over the previous year. As | traveled fiy to city, my
reputation always preceded me. An interesting thiagpened in
Edinburgh, Mississippi, about 500 kilometers fromavwNOrleans.
After speaking one evening and collecting a largeount of
money, a man who spoke Hebrew approached me. Heé 8pe
entire evening with me and told me that the next lda would
take me to my next appearance in New Orleansdlhoh that it
was a seven hour drive but he didn't seem to miduting the
entire trip | learned more about the United Stttes | did in the
next six months.

| appeared with Rabbi Straus, the Chaplain of thied
States Navy, in front of a group of acculturatedsland then |
realized why they brought the Chaplain. He was faiiRe Rabbi.
Until then | didn’t know what it meant to be a RefoRabbi in
the United States.

Upon my return to New York, | was treated completel
different. They sent me to meetings with famousppedike the
Vice President of Berkeley University, governmermmisters, and
once with the secretary of the United Nations, Veydglie. They
were all top notch people who drew in audiencesyTspoke
first, then the Major, and my reputation alwayscpaed me.
Offers came in from various citieSend us the Majollater, high
ranking generals and officers from Israel arrivedl bwas still a
first class attraction. | was the first ever to e@pwith British
rank.

Once | arrived at a city in New Jersey at mid dBlge
organizer was waiting for me and took me to thei@ien of the
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UJA who was very worried. He told me he thoughtmight be
in trouble because he had gotten all he could fthen Jewish
people there in 1948. Getting more money seemebetan
impossible feat. As was customary in the UnitedeStal asked
him what business he was in and he gladly told We.talked
about the UJA and | heard some familiar storiesutilpooblems
with the pledges. The Jews made promises but tinetyl actually
handed over the money it sometimes took anothemgirths,
eight months, and sometimes even a year.

He told me that he was solving this via bank guimes
He worked with a particular bank and had a goodtiaiship
with the bank manager. However, there were linotegibecause
the manager was not prepared to give a great Haaked how
much was pledged the previous year and | also wante
information about the community. He told me thatréh were
synagogues, a community center, and a lot of rshish people
with property in the city. | suggested he go tolhek with a few
of his friends and that they meet with the bank aggn and give
him a guarantee from the members of the committerplained
to him that the bank is in business to make momethis was
not a private or business loan but for an orgaiuzahat raises
money. In English it sounded better: Charity. Isvedso good for
the relationship with the bank. | asked if theresveampetition
between the banks. The answer was yes. It wasttiaathe bank
we chose would not be taking any risks. | told tbéA
representative to collect the pledges and inforendbntributors
they were obligated to deposit the money in thekban

This was a new approach for him and he liked itatTh
very same day he invited several top UJA represigataand
they phoned the bank managers they knew. The prewear
they collected $300,000 so | told them to ask fé480,000 loan.
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This amount would definitely be collected and sit@aéously
provide an extension to gradually pay the loan baaid so it

was. Before the meeting that evening, the UJA hathexk in

their hands for $150,000 and the next morning ktib@ check to
New York. It was incredible. Nothing like that hader happened
before.

The next stop was New Haven, Connecticut. The UJA
manager there was a rich and pleasant Jew who owobkdin of
laundromats. | showed him a copy of the check fiew Jersey.
He looked at it without hiding his amazement. Hil sawas a
good idea because it gave us extra time to pay.ombtigation
was to the bank and we didn't have to argue withpjeein the
community to collect the money.

The meeting in New Haven was held in a restautzait t
was jam packed and in one corner was a table fque2ple. In
the midst of all of the commotion in the restaurantanaged to
appeal to their emotions. | did not do this gewotlyationally, but
out loud and straight to the heartsdld Israel to them and they
donated. And this time they didn’t give a checkeThanager of
the UJA promised me that we would get the loan ftbenbank
immediately and that is exactly what happened.

| continued on to Milwaukee, Wisconsin where | tesa
for the first time about the struggle between thleeds of a
particular community and the needs of Israel. Adtwy to an
agreement, the UJA funds collected were not interaidy for
Israel. The evening prior to the meeting, | enterdnd
management board room and it was explained to e thiey
were in favor of Israel but they needed to first s@the needs of
the community and the schools in town and there avasuggle
over how the money would be allotted. At that pdintasn’t
involved in internal matters. In Milwaukee there smao local
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UJA Director, but from time to time a representatwould come
from Chicago. Then again there was a hired Direatoo took
care of community issues and that is exactly wieadid.

Issues pertaining to Israeli were becoming tedithese
and | needed to have a conversation with the “lbigsy in that
town. That title belonged to a man who was an sorap metal
merchant, a very busy man who | discovered by ahahasked
him to phone all the supporters of Israel he knewttsat the
evening’s results would be in the UJA’s favor.

One meeting was on Friday night and the secondonas
Saturday night. For the second event, hundredseoplp were
invited and the guest of honor, UN Secretary Trypies was
present. He spoke with cautious diplomacy anddvad myself
to deal in politics. | posed the question, “Whaesldhe U.N. do
for our little country?” Waves of applause keptemtipting my
speech. It was an unforgettable moment. At the ehdhe
evening the General Secretary of the U.N. told mhkis official
capacity he thought | did the wrong thing, but gsiaate person
who has spoken in front of crowds, he was willinchear me 10
times more.

The UJA story continued for 10 months. | learnegtesat
deal, but after awhile | began feeling uneasy. dswi949 and
Israel was experiencing severe austerity, civilialtocation,
rationing, and overwhelming difficulties. While theamigrants
were living in tents and canvas huts, | was trangefrom city to
city speaking about charity and donations and Havas better to
give than to receive.

I was well known and met with donors and triedg¢aah
potential donors who weren’t on the UJA list. Fomample, in
Milwaukee | approached a well known Jewish lawydrowvas
president of the local Republican Committee. He avasccessful
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lawyer who lived the American dream but was noblwed with
the Jewish community. This was during the Democrati
Presidency of Harry Truman and | was informed thiag
Republican lawyer couldn’'t appear at a Jewish eveasked to
meet him anyway. We sat for two hours and in the lem agreed
to appear. He came, took a seat, and listened udigreThat
particular evening he didn't donate any money,lbwas told that
later he did donate a substantial amount of money.

One time, in a place called Grand Rocket, the local
activists there told me no money would be donatthbse they
had given everything they had the previous yearganized the
meeting myself and went from house to house to iogevthem
to come hear me speak. They came and they donatedthan in
1948.

On our way back, a UJA representative told me tieatr
Chicago there was a small town that no one had goere to
because the richest man in town, the owner of an factory
where most of the townspeople worked, was antelsdespite
the fact that he was Jewish. | took it upon myselbersuade him
at least where we were concerned. | got to the tamahthe man
refused to meet me. | asked for directions to lugsk. | went
there and waited and was told that he would rehunme at five
o’ clock. | rang the doorbell and the maid answettesl door. |
told her that Mr. Sones asked me to wait for hid e should be
arriving home shortly. | went in and sat down. ld&urned home
and saw the person he had refused to see sittihgvaitiing for
him in his living room.

He was rather annoyed but was polite. | startedldgpg
and didn’t finish until six thirty. He invited me tstay for dinner
and | kept on talking. Afterward he took me to fi®-year-old
son’s room. It was more like a hall than a chilbésiroom. There
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were wall to wall closets and each closet wasdiliéth toys and
things his son would use when he was six, or semenntil he
was 21 years old. At eight o’clock in the evenirgalled the UJA
representative who was waiting for me at the hanel told him to
gather the Jewish community and tell them that Sawneuld be
arriving. The representative said that they woudldmlieve it. |
asked him to tell the people that | would be hawuigner with
the man and when we were finished | would bring hinthe
meeting. In fact, | had no idea if he would be floghme at the
meeting or not.

After he showed me all of his possessions and siclve
continued our conversation and he let the provedaiaout of the
bag. Apparently, in 1948 he wanted to do sometfonghe new
country. He traveled to Israel and was treatedybadt decided
“the hell with it.” | showed him the five fingers on my right hand
and told him to look at them carefully. | asked hifmrany two
were exactly the same. | told him that in my opimibsomeone
in Israel treated him badly it doesn’t mean thattla people in
Israel are the same.

Eight thirty, a quarter to nine and | still hadnientioned
the meeting. At ten o’clock | saw that | had prdigalworn him
out and he hadn’t changed his mind. But | continuid that
moment, in one of the homes in the city, aboutd 20 Jewish
people had gathered to hear me speak and thegpdlh Iplace in
their hearts for Israel. | asked him to call a tboti me. He was
insulted at the nature of my request and said heldvtake me
there. He arrived with me and ran the entire exgnirgave my
speech and he opened the UJA and gave what 10 ptople
didn’'t give. After that things changed in town. Amganized
Jewish group was established with Mr. Sones ahéh@ and the
donations poured in.
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| appeared in large cities to great ovations. kep the
most important people in the United States. | ledrfrom each
one of them how to begin a speech, end a speedhespecially
how to construct a speech. | learned the most fronauthor by
the name of Morris Samuel. We sat at a dinner amitevine was
eating his main course he took a napkin and wratera on the
top and another word on the bottom. In the empgcepn the
middle he wrote five or six more words. With thdphef that
napkin he gave an extraordinary speech.

At the end of the evening | asked him if | couldytihe
napkin. | saw how he built his speech on six oresewords. He
explained to me that when he comes to give a speedias no
idea what he will speak about other than the baggand the
end. He explained that when he has the beginnidgtaend, he
can connect to the words he wrote. | kept my eyehiom all
evening and every word reminded him of an ideaalized once
more how a person must be an expert in his orlnesen field.

To every meeting, two representatives would atteme:
who would attract the people, usually an internstily known
person, and one, in this case myself, who was ctdlie “the
hammer”, or the one who attracted the prey. Intaudito those
appearances, | had some extraordinary experiedas.time a
car parts factory owner took me at midnight tofaitory so that
| could advise him on how to overcome some of tteblems he
was having. This would happen because before thetimgs, |
made sure to spend time with the important citizefnsach town
and listen to their business insights. The canfgabwner saw by
my reaction that | knew something about managenm&nthree
o’clock in the morning, | was giving him advice bow to solve
his problems with General Motors. He sold them sqawts and
they had him by the throat.
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I had many successes and met fascinating people, wh
were usually interested in helping, but each evevds
indistinguishable from the others and | soon realizhat |
couldn’t keep repeating myself at the meetingsaswot happy
because | didn't like hand-outs and | was preoaipiith the
thought of what the future held. If | continued famother year,
what would happen? | had already become accustdamete
unexpected and | had to get used to the ideahiimgs would not
always go my way. What would happen if in one ygdire it
would be impossible get people interested in theigmants and
pioneers building the new state of Israel? The whohe only
one thing bothered me: Why don’t they invest imét? Why just
be involved with donations?

My salary was a modest 96 dollars a week but thtat'd
bother me. What bothered me more was that, withnall
wonderful achievements, in effect | had nothindasting value.
Cecile and | lived in a small two room apartmeniNew York.
Cecile decided to study styling and work in a hsadon. In
London she was a journalist, but in New York thees not much
need for her French. As a Frenchwoman, she thabghbeing a
hair stylist would suit her.

In the United States | bought my first car. | hdub t
money | got from the army when | was discharged,| lmouldn’t
transfer it to the United States. | solved the fobwith the help
of my brother Yifrach. He was paid for a seriescohcerts he
came to give and he left me the money and | gareHalf the
money | had in Israel so in the end | had $3,00( ifea for the
car came from Cecile. She said we had a furnispadraent and
| was on the road all the time so when | was homé&aturdays
we could go to the beach by car and wouldn’'t havedvel on
the subway.
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At the same time | met a man | knew in England. He
came to the United States before | did to work tfeg Keren
Kayemet. He told me that if | was interested ingistynents, there
was a rich Jewish man | should see by the nameiakeDstein
who owned an investment firm. | looked him up ire thhone
book, then called and asked to see him. | toldwimat | did for a
living and how | got involved in fundraising. | alsold him that |
heard that he too was involved in investments doaidl and | was
interested in getting into this field. He was vémgifferent and
wanted to know who | was and what | knew. | sugegéte send
a telegram or letter to Moshe Sharet, the Foreignidtér, who
knew me, to get references.

Dickenstein was not impressed with me but he wtote
Sharet and got a reply that must have made a gopession on
him because he called me at home. When | wentdchsa he
told me happily'you are one of us.”
| notified the UJA that | was quitting and begamntork with Mr.
Dickenstein. | reviewed his balance sheets andkpki@ed to me
that he was selling stock at five and a half dellarshare in a
company he established by the name of “Ampal”, twhi@s an
American company connected to the Jewish Federatitsrael,
actually Bank Ha'poalim. He told me that he had kear in the
past in the Cooperative Bakery in Hadera and thentwo the
United States via the Far East. During the war 4 ¢one door
to door selling shares of Ampal.

The man was very creative. He hired me because he
decided to sell a series of Bonds for Ampal. Hel tole that in
New York he had people. He had contacts with th@8&ads, a
canopy company of refugees from various Polish Badsian
towns connected to the Jewish Federation. In Mikeauand in
other cities he also had people. He even sent stantm Los
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Angeles and paid them a great deal of money, btitinva few
months the man failed. Perhaps | would be sucdetbsfte.

He gave me the names of two friends of his, Charlie
Brown and Julius Fligelman. Charlie Brown owned anis
clothing store and Fligelman had a furniture fagto€ecile
remained in New York and | received a plane ticket had a
hard landing in Los Angeles. The UJA provided theorkers
with very good conditions. There was always someoaging
for you with a car when you arrived or you coulkea taxi. But
Dickenstein counted every cent and wouldn't setaka | had to
either walk or take the bus.

| phoned Brown and he invited me to his store. Hes w
quite an extraordinary person. He had a son whodredlin the
war and now he lived alone with his wife. His eafife had been
dedicated to the Jewish community in Los Angeleas lam leaned
toward the labor movement. He worked for the gobi$mael via
the UJA in the community and told me that he agteedeet me
only because | showed up but he had already infdrme
Dickenstein that after the last attempt, it wasanse about the
money. He was not about to purchase any more Bdtheldhad
bought shares in Ampal and that was all he wasngito invest.

Brown was your average German Jew and very
opinionated. | knew that it would be a waste ofdito try and
persuade him so | asked him to call Fligelman aedup a
meeting for me. He tried to get out of it, but Isnedamant and he
finally consented. He picked up the telephone lahdard him
say, “Julius, there is a guy here from Israel whants to see
you.” Fligelman said he was sorry but he was legifan Arizona.
| asked Brown to tell Fligelman for me that it wasshame
because | was already there. If he agreed to seéwmaild know
if | should return to New York immediately. It waspity for each
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dollar lost. Brown liked this approach and told Himat he should
meet with me.

| went and met with Fligelman at his furniture fagt He
was very different from Brown. He was a loud Amangc
pleasant, liked to hug people and spoke politelfterAtwo
minutes | could tell that his word was like a holmelt on the
sand. | told him that | had come all that way dmat it cost me a
lot of money. | asked that before he sent me badkew York,
maybe we could get 20 people together for a lunchlegave him
my word that | wouldn't ask for money. You and dleaBrown
could give me just one thing, the opportunity teapfor just half
an hour to 20 people. After that, | promised | vabidave him
alone. If after the meeting he decided that we @ttiing further
to discuss, | would leave immediately.

Julius Fligelman called Charlie Brown and forgot al
about Arizona. The two decided to gather 20 pefipléunch the
next day and split the cost of the meal so that &myould not
have to foot the bill. They gave me the one hal@irhthat |
requested figuring they would be finished with [CHoktein
forever.

Lunch was in the hotel where | was staying. Theesew
20 complete strangers present and | had no ideathaalk to
them. | could talk to them separately like | didttwBrown and
Fligelman, but | had no idea how to talk to theirengroup. |
spoke about one subject only: Bond’s that bearestefrom a
company that would lend money to Israel. During chlunl
overheard a conversation between two people thatvas
unnecessary to branch out into new areas becagideaths would
definitely ruin the UJA and so on. When it was mgntto speak,
| put my watch where | could see it. On purposetdpped
speaking in the middle of a sentence when the halfr was
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finished. | told them | had promised | wouldn’t sgefor more
than 30 minutes and | wouldn't even finish my secgein order
to keep my promise. They audience begged me torgol o
continued speaking for another 45 minutes.

It has been many years since that night and | don't
remember everything | said. | spoke about howithe had come
to decide if they believed Israel was capable ohugee
independence, and if so, she would be able to paydbes. If
they didn't believe it, then they were throwing @A money to
the wind. If we didn't do something small, here,this group,
nothing would come of nothing. If we failed, therg8ls could be
exchanged to a donation in two or three year’s tifiewe
succeeded, we would be helping Israel and makprgft.

A Jewish man by the name of Sirotta, the owner of a
large department store, was there. He opened hiktwand
handed me his card. He explained that his segretanld not let
us enter so he wrote on the card, “Essential feinass purposes”
so we could get in. As a result all the people gasetheir
business cards.

After the meal was over | had 20 business cardsiyn
pocket. Charlie Brown approached me and said he taking
back everything he ever said and that | could stdg.told me he
was sure | would be successful there. | asked himo the most
difficult nut to crack was. His answer was Sirotta man who
wrote the first card. If | was able to get someghout of him,
then | was on the right track.

His store was right next to Brown’s. People lef tiotel
at two o’clock in the morning. At 2:15 | was at @ita’s place.
“Here already?” he said. | told him, “I know youeathe hardest
nut to crack. If this is true and you are the nuifficult person in
town and getting a dime from you is nearly impolssilihat
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means that if you help, so will others. | am deamdn you. If
you buy from me | will have something to show ihetplaces. If
you don't, it will be bad for me. But | won’t givap. You, Sir, are
my key to the city.”

He looked at me in surprise and asked me if | wahiate
job with him. | told him | wasn't interested, butdid want
$10,000 for Ampal. The words were stuck in my ttrbahocked
myself that | dared ask for $10,000 because somadmesold
five shares or ten shares at $25 or $50 was ussaifigfied. Mr.
Sirotta opened a drawer and took out a check. Hetdjive it to
his secretary, but personally handed me a checkX6r000. |
took out the form and told him that this was noarity, it was a
loan. | asked him to fill out the form the same viyfilled out a
form for a United States Savings Bond. | needed papers: his
personal check and his signature that he apprdwedoan and
that he purchased a Bond from a company that workihie State
of Israel. That was more important to me than the,@0. He
asked me if | was sure | didn’t want the job.

From that group in Los Angeles | collected close to
$100,000 in checks. Every morning | would buy Wall Street
Journal When | came to the meeting | started with thedia
financial news and the current situation, comparéesl general
financial news. | learned all the West Coast conamérand
investment terminology.

| called Dickenstein immediately after my first sass
with the group of wealthy people. He was furiouatthwasted
money on a phone call. | told him that | had $100,th checks
and he nearly fainted.

Los Angeles became the driving force. There | redch
completely different league of people. | went toe thJJA
representatives, thBarband Yiddish speaking Jews who were
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good people but couldn’t afford to buy Bonds foO85Later |
showed them that they could donate as well. Theyewe
hospitable and friendly to me and had good Jewpsft,sbut they
had no money.

| also found a group of liberal millionaire Jewsswis the
McCarthy Era in the United States with the infamdlecklists
and people were living in limbo. In those days beirliberal and
a millionaire did not mix. One of them took me amd wife out
of town so that we could talk in private withoutirige overheard
and he told me about his upbringing and his feslinde was a
liberal left winger who amassed a lot of money Andvanted to
know what | really wanted from him. He wanted t@knwhat a
person from Israel could give him. He said he didrlieve in
nationalism or in God. | answered that if he didbdlieve, |
wouldn’t be teaching him because | didn't know nifys@o
provoke him | told him that if he believes he iSew he should
ask the first Gentile person he meets if he isva Je Israel he
would be able to belong to a country that wouldemedisown
him. He could live in a place where he could fift what he
believed in. | emphasized that he was not reallgtec here. | put
in plain words how at his club | had sat next toJalson, Eddie
Cantor, and other millionaires: all Jews. | didsge any Gentiles.
That was some classy ghetto, but it was a ghettetheless. Did
I convince him? No. But | had no choice. He wasmbadew and
the Jews didn’t even want him.

| remained in Los Angeles for seven months and dirbu
Cecile out there. In the meantime | went to othigex and met
with industrial and business people. In additioweht from door
to door to ordinary Jewish people. | learned to theklegendary
$64,000 question. In others words, a question wharsaver
nobody really knew. | was willing to speak but hetend |
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expected a decisive answer, Yes or No. If ‘yesieghe a check,
not a promise. | learned to reach the correct geapt finish a
deal. | worked 12 or 13 hours a day. The more halig Jews
invited me to their homes in the evenings. The rstHewould

meet in offices during the day. For 20 or 30 miswuéethe most |
would introduce myself, discuss the issue at hasll,questions,
give answers and do my best to conclude the memgtiagositive
way.

I checked out San Diego, San Francisco, Portland, a
Seattle. | went all over California, Oregon, andshiagton State
to the border with Canada. All of the people | mate me names
of potential contributors. The work was hard andlight from
Los Angeles to Seattle lasted for five or six hours
In Seattle | received the name of a Jewish maniwited me to
meet him during a card game with some of his friefithese men
were there to play cards and not listen to talkualimvesting in
Israel. When the host served coffee | initiatecoaversation on
the issue. They never finished their card gamertiggut.

| knew Israeli economics and | read every word tedn
on the subject. | asked Dickenstein to get me métion on
topics like economics, industry and export, not ignants or
canvas huts. Millions of dollars were made evergryieom the
export of citrus fruit from Israel.

| wasn’'t immediately successful everywhere. Thess w
one occasion when | met a rich Jewish man who rhad®rtune
from scrap iron. He told me that he didn’'t wantiscuss money.
He invited me to his office the next day and ineshdo buy a
Bond there. The following morning when | arriveché office he
didn’t purchase anything and told me that we wenrly talking
and hadn'’t obligated himself.
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At his home | met a friend of his who didn’t wanttalk
to me so | went to his office. His secretary wotlldet me go in
to see him so | phoned him from an internal teleyghand he told
me he had no time to for me. Not wasting time, lked straight
past his secretary and directly into his officeeToor was stuck
so | turned the handle, locked the door, and patkidy in my
pocket. The color from his face completely draioetl | told him
to sit down and relax, that | didn’t come to robkatnap him. |
told him that after meeting him at his friend’s hethe previous
evening, he could at least grant me five minutefisfvaluable
time and hear me out and then refuse. | wasn't tafoolorce him
to do anything he didn’'t want to do. I told him thavould never
have treated him that way.

He asked me what | wanted. | reminded him that ae h
spoken the previous evening and that now | wardddow how
much money he would donate, and that he couldyegisié it to
me by check. | told him it wasn’t a donation andtthe was just
lending money for which he would receive interésnade sure
he knew that his friend from the previous nights hiusiness
competitor, gave a certain large amount. In the lem gave me
more than | got the night before. He gave me $25,00

After that | went to Portland, Oregon. | met a casde
factory owner who once went to New York to buy teatand
during that time he had purchased some shares qgfaAnh
discussed suitcases and airplanes with him andiimpertant it
was that suitcases were light to make it easiemvitaveling. He
saw that | understood his business and then toofome tour of
his factory. We went out to lunch and continueddiscuss his
business. | asked him how to get started in thgt Eie told me
that he knew | usually began with the most diffiqgpérson and
that he would give me the name | wanted. The manav@erman
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Jew and would contribute, providing the donatiomiveward
community activities and not to Israel.

Later he gave me some more details about the miam, w
owned a large department store and had a boomisigdss. He
told me about the man’s family and his daughteiigmte. |
asked what bank the man worked with, and he toldhmmeBank
of America. He wanted to know if | also used thenBaof
America. The man turned out to be a Gentile Itallarequested
he set up a meeting with the bank manager. He \atser
surprised and wanted to know what | wanted withrtizaager of
the bank. | reminded him that | hadn’t asked himrfmney. The
only thing | wanted was to meet the man. He cadlied set up the
meeting and even took me there and left.

| sat in front of the bank manager, Frank Belgakmao |
knew was a liberal progressive man, and told hienethtire story:
Israel, loans, difficulties, contributing. He wastonished. He
said he understood my mission but asked what | edaftom
him. | told him that | was not familiar with thetgiand the only
person | had been to was nice but not a financialgp. The Bank
of America had many Jewish clients. What would leepj the
bank purchased several Bonds at $10,000 apiece?

He listened as | continued and told him that | ustied
that he was also new in town and competing withifeerént
bank. | was familiar with the Bank of America inrS&rancisco,
Los Angeles and other places that | had visitedld him that as
manager of the bank, he was probably interestadare Jewish
clients. He refused, but | didn't give in. We arduand he
softened up. He agreed to buy a $10,000 Bondelbtnk in San
Francisco would not approve it he would take ithie Holy Land
in person. | thanked him and told him that now laswy partner
and he should call the German Jew, his client, wdid me |



222 Working for UJA and Ampal

wouldn’t succeed in getting a contribution from hiamd ask him
to meet me.

The bank manager called me and set up an urgent
meeting. | walked into a 30 meter office filled wivaluable
paintings. At the far end of the room, the Jewisinrwas already
waiting and said, “What can | do for you?” | askedspeak to
him. He interrupted me. “| am a very busy manltthim | was
aware of that but since | was already there, wielglease give
me a half an hour. We spoke about parents andrehildhe
hardships of raising sons and daughters. He was oggn and
spoke freely. A half hour passed and then an hodrvee were
still talking about children, education and how mmuee would
donate and how much money he had. At the end ofiahg
discussion he said, “It was a pleasure talkingdo, Yout why are
you really here?” | told him that now that we kneach other and
understood one another, | wanted to discuss theessde
opposes. He stopped me and suggested we havetagether. I,
of course, agreed happily.

During lunch we talked about Israel. | explainechtm
why a fourth generation Jewish American should fiama
connected to Israel. | told him that in America ti&ighters were
divorced. Maybe something is missing from theiresy |
suggested he convert and then he might be abléveo them
something. He flew into a rage\d, | am a Jew

| stayed in town one more day. The next day at ntdmn
city’s finest arrived at his office, including the&nk manager. My
host introduced me and | spoke briefly. | knew kwmlding all
the cards and then the bank manager announcedh¢hdiad
examined my offer from a purely business aspect.ntégle it
clear that my approach to the contribution issue vedional. He
told them that as Americans, they should learnite groney not
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only to France and Germany, (that was the inforomati gave
him), in the amount of 5 million to France and 4lliom to
Germany. We needed to invest - instead of donatal-then our
relationship would improve and we would be perceige sincere
benefactors like the beloved “Uncle Sam.” He ha@ omore
announcement to make. He had gone to the bank maimagan
Francisco and purchased a Bond worth $10,000 andahded
me the check. He stated that he intended to sugg#st board to
give Ampal a credit line for $500,000.

My hosts joined in and announced that after meaetirtly
me, it was decided to purchase a bond for $50,8@@r that a
parade of contributors began and Portland, a smafm and
caring community, became my key base of activity.

Each city had a story. Once | went salmon fishiritip an
elderly rich Jewish man. On the way we talked ak®ouapal and
he purchased Bonds for a great deal of money. tnF8ancisco |
found a group of rich Jewish people who used talystthe
Gemarah | sat on the side and listened until it was mytand
then | sold them some Bonds.

Dickenstein was ecstatic as hew avenues opendd ap.
modesty, he had no one else on his team who goesuds | did.
On the West Coast alone | collected five or sixlionl dollars.
Dickenstein asked me to see him and informed mewhe
sending me to Chicago. | took Cecile with me. Oa first day |
began with minor customers. The first was a widowoge
husband had owned a small candy shop. | sold I$&08 bond
which for me was equal to $3 million. | also saw bind small
businessmen, Rabbis, and merchants.

Because of my success | returned to New York and
Dickenstein offered me a job as his assistanartesti working for
him for $100 a week and soon got a raise to $1akd became
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his advisor. It was 1950 and | decided to analywemethod we
were using. He was taking money and loaning mokdyat he

needed was to take money from the bank and payegiteHe

needed collateral for the Histadrut and the wayt@ated those
we lent money to, for example, the purchasing afgentsrael,

was not good. | proposed that we change the whale®m. My

idea was that we should invest. That is what | caere for after
all. Now that he knew what | was really capablelduggested
we put my real talents to work.

He was alarmed, to say the led8hat do you mean
invest? What if we lose monéy7explained that | read the Wall
Street Journal every day and in my travels | speite hundreds
of business people, and | knew more about theinbases than
they did. "Why didn’t we start our own project?asked. Not in
the United States. In Israel. We could invest $5800 take a
loan for $20,000. | was willing to travel to Isragl look for
potential investors.

Dickenstein wasn't convinced. He told me about a
financial company in Israel, the P.E.C., which lragsted many
times and failed. | disagreed and told him the opabey failed
was because they were mismanaged. In Israel thase no
backer. They purchased land, got involved in bissies and had
no one to manage them. We would have the suppothef
Histadrut and the kibbutz movement.

Finally he was convinced and let me go to Israeheeet
the heads of Bank Ha'poalim, Abraham Zebersky aafiak
Bareli. | met them both at their office. | likedetim at once. They
were conservative banker types, but wonderful. Fsd{yeinvited
me to his home on Saturday morning and Bareli @avine for
lunch. Not everyone receives this kind of treatnmsmk must have
been all right in their eyes.
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They began searching for suitable projects. Attime
they talked about the Sefen factory in the Jordatiey, Tarit
Sardine Factory in Ein Gev, and Phoenicia Factorthé Negev.
| sat in the bank day after day and met peoplesritwo meetings
with heads of state and high ranking financial pespch as the
Secretary of the Treasury, Eliezer Kaplan, and spatbout all
kinds of projects. The Histadrut, for example, veahto open a
hotel in Haifa. | also met with the Cooperative. &éver | went
people wanted to invest.

Before the visit was over, Zebersky and Barelitedime
for a serious discussion. They said they were rgettild. The
management committee was divided into four padskJfrom
Kibbutz Ashdot Ha’Meuhad, Bareli, Zebresky, and am&e man
whose name | forgot. They asked me to join the Bank
management as secretary and acquire experiente iprbcess.
They knew | didn’t belong to any specific politiqaarty and had
been a Histadrut member since 1930, since leavikge¥l Israel.
My Histadrut membership would be renewed as | wagtaran
member, even though | wasn’'t even 40 yet. | toldnththat
America meant nothing to me, but | had accomplishaeiie a
great deal in a few short months. At that pointhimag was
decided.

| returned to America and Dickenstein called a mgedf
the Board of Directors. He was still indecisivet e had a
financier's mind. | learned from him, as | did frd8nessler in
Haifa years earlier, that he was not going to @k risks. If he
had, we might have created a huge investment machia was
cautious and the antithesis of the American dream.

Our first factory was Sefen, which made Celotexrsa
which used a material for coating walls and panti$i instead of
using wood. Mitia Krechmer from Kibbutz Afikim brght me
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some of the material they used at the factory. ds Angeles |
met the Vice President of Celotex, a Jewish man kdiped with
the technical aspects. He examined, altered, ativased finally
purchased a $25,000 Bond. When | went back to Distieén with
the check from the first Vice President of Celotér, had no
more problems with me. You must remember that Safethat
time didn’t exist yet. At that point it was meredyconcept Mitia
Krechmer wanted to advance.

Later, when it became common knowledge that Victor
Tabak called a meeting with Sammy Neaman at hisehom one
was allowed to attend if they didn't pledge $25,08f&er that
there was another meeting that 100 wealthy peopid a
millionaires attended with their wives. They heartkcture about
investing in Sefen in the Jordan Valley in Isra&hyone who
pledged $25,000, purchased $20,000 in Bonds anckethaining
$5,000 were a donation. | told everyone to take adcount that
they are losing $5,000 and not to complain latet they lost it
outright. They could all afford to lose $5,000.dnapared it to
purchasing shares of Chrysler and that the share®ased eight
points. That would be a loss of $5,000, but $20,8@8 a loan
from Celotex and Ampal and that they would get rthrebney
back with interest. If the investment was succdsdir the
$5,000 donation they would be getting a Bond arateshin a
company that operates at a profit. | was not inmgnanything
new. | learned it all from them.

After Sefen we focused on the Zim Shipping LineseZ
Shind arrived from Israel and | went with him ol &city sales
tour. We traveled during the day and at night we with groups
of investors. After 17 days | told Shind that | eegot tired of
listening to him because he never repeated himself.
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One stop on our tour was in Washington and someone
brought a rich Jewish man who was blind. | didrdt before a
lecture which was a habit | began in Tampa. ThisdoJewish
man ate heartily. | asked him if he minded thatdntt eat and
offered to cut his meat for him. | had both hiskfand mine and |
cut the meat and gave it to him with one of th&doand then
prepared the next piece and gave to him with therdiork. He
ate heartily and said to me that he had been bBing0 years and
had a caretaker who never fed him like that. Nowvhs able to
eat continuously. “If your innovative nature extentb your
business, | will invest $50,000 in your projecté baid. That is
how | got my first $50,000 in Washington.

On another occasion a rich Jewish family invited tme
their home in Los Angeles for a party. It was apiiessive affair.
The home and grounds were extensive, the food ndless and
the Champagne flowed like water. Amidst all of thisury there
was no mention of Israel or Judaism. That is hoev hibst and
guests spent their evening and | felt like an uitéavguest. | told
my host that | wanted to meet him in private. Heead and told
me that the next evening his wife and children wgoimg to the
movies and | could come and have dinner with him.

| arrived and we ate and talked. | asked him tb el
about himself. He was a lawyer in Chicago who moi@d.os
Angles and went into the real estate business. heors we
discussed his business, his family and his daughfdr11:30 at
night | began to talk about my business. At midhigk said,
“Okay, Sammy you are a good listener, but you argoad
salesman too. | don’t know you, but the entire tawrtalking
about you. Within one half hour you have done amazang job.
You have $200,000.”
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| asked him for a check. He was insulted and s&dn't
you believe me? Come to my office tomorrow andll give you
a check.” | told him about what happened in Seattien | spent
an entire evening with someone who promised mege lsum of
money and then nonchalantly told me that we wese taiking.
He said that it was the middle of the night andcbeldn’t give
me a check because his check book was back afflus. No
problem”, | said, “let's take a ride to your officew.” He was
stunned and told me that | belonged in Las Vegaau=e | liked
to gamble. He had never seen anything like it efdrshould be
insulted. What if | told you, no,” he said. | tahiim, “I have been
sitting with you for hours. You wouldn’t say no tiee.” We went
to his office at midnight. | studied the picturestbe walls of my
host with famous people. At the end of the visitgaae me a
check for $200,000.

But not everything was good. Sefen and Trit, tlotdides
we established in Ein Gev, were in trouble. Theaglisement
between me and Dickenstein deepened. | thoughteifwere
taking money from people to establish businessesrael, we
needed to open an office in Israel. If the peopke vad were
unsuitable we should bring them from the UnitedestaThe gap
between us was vast. Dickenstein wasn't interestef@ctories
and investments. He was a financier and not aemneur.

It was 1951. After two years of partnership, weteadr
ways. When | entered he sold a share for five @ &nd a half
dollars. Now his business was worth millions. labdished a
large scope of operations at Ampal. He was angtly mie and |
decided to make an effort so as to not totally rdgstour
relationship. | told him that we should part agffids since | was
like a son to him, his right hand man, almost lgs.h
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| left. He kept on managing Ampal alone for decades
because he didn't want anyone by his side thatsivasg enough
to overthrow him.



13

Five Years in Bonds for Israel

| searched for a new job. | phoned one of Los Aegjefichest
people, Julius Cezanne, and told him that | had Aefpal. He
told me it wasn't necessary to explain becausensvkme well
from the countless meetings in his home where | ¢@tbcted
large sums of money. He told me that he had algesied in
Ampal and perhaps should be angry, but wasn't sheevas
aware that Dickenstein and | had different poiritsiew. He was
involved in several companies that were establistigd the help
of Ampal, like the Alliance Tire factory.

Cezanne advised me to go see a Jewish man named
Sugarman who was born in Israel. He had just takenthe
position of President at P.E.C., the PalestinianonBmic
Corporation, based in Israel. Sugarman was borrGéatera,
educated in the United States, and was an expdabor law. |
told him | didn’t care for the P.E.C. He told meattSugarman
had free reign and that the company was indeperaheht would
have a free hand at potential investments in Isré promised
to talk to Sugarman and ask him to offer me a fpllew days
later | received a phone call from Los Angeles anhthe end of
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the conversation | was the Vice President and paisassistant to
the President of P.E.C.

Sugarman invested quite a lot in Israel. He purstias
“Jerusalem Shoes” and later purchased the “Avria¢hlain of
shoe stores. He accepted the Presidency of P.&.Cedsons of
his own and served for one week.
| arrived at the P.E. C. offices and | couldn’tibeé my eyes. The
Chairman of the Board of Directors was Robert Szad
conservative and very privileged man. The board bess had
absolutely no connection to Israel. The MinistegvDloseph,
who had arrived from Israel asking for a loan ofe amillion
dollars, was received with extreme indifference alginterest.
As | told Sugarman, it seemed as if things weretirggt
progressively worse. At Ampal at least there waermes Jewish
workers. Here | sensed genuine hostility towarddbkrHe told me
that we should go to Israel and perhaps we woulg hraore
success there.

We went to Israel and | spoke with Zebresky frommiBa
Hapoalim. He was surprised that | had approachegdrgéan. He
said | was with the Histadrut and shouldn’'t be logkfor
anything in the right wing camp. He couldn’t makey &ense out
of it. | roamed the country and checked out bamks@mpanies.
Sugarman, in the meanwhile, got into trouble widrugdalem
Shoes. The financial atmosphere was not to mydikiout | tried
to fit in as best | could.

| returned to the United States and | thought ithiatight
be possible to arrange some kind of investment. pl@ar Haifa
there was a large carpet factory called Gav Yasuggested we
start building industrial structures for rental poses.

A short while after | returned, | received a telepé call
from Hans Meyer, a P.E.C. board member who washéaal of
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the investment company "Lehman Brothers". He toldthat the
company was failing and that | should be prepaoedfcall from
Szold. He wanted me to be President of P.E.C. Weudsed it
and some were against it because | had previoushked at
Ampal and was affiliated with the left wing. He ddhat he and
Szold believed | was the right person for the jold avould be
able to handle the task.

Sure enough, Szold invited me to his Wall Streéitef
He didn’t say much, but invited me to his home tbkowing
Saturday and it was there he offered me the Presydé thought
about it briefly and refused. | refused not becdusad worked at
Ampal, but because it was clear to me that | wdaildto change
the internal relationships of the management aenl thlationship
with Israel. Moreover, Szold was not the kind ofsom | was in a
hurry to work with.

Once again | was out of a job so | went to see Yenr
Montor. He had left the UJA and established Stdtdsmel
Bonds, which was an enterprise that still issuesadBaofor the
economic development of Israel. He tried to congime that the
project would be a huge victory and due to my ss&@ad record
with Ampal, | was the right person for the job.hecked his offer
out and even though it didn't involve investment Igrael, it
wasn't charity either. So | consented.

The beginning was a failure. | began giving speeche
again and later organized areas and trained peoplaw to build
a business. | covered the United States and Caaradidnad my
share of some pretty amazing experiences. Oneltaméved in a
city in Canada on a Thursday where a Bonds meegtagjset for
the coming Saturday evening. It was an incredilfledggrees
below zero. | met a Bonds representative there wiith
disappointing news that the meeting would not béntaplace
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because no one wanted to attend. This wasn’'t a 8oitg, he
declared. So, | decided to arrange the meeting linyse

As usual | did my homework and discovered thateher
were three brothers who manufactured pipes folirgs and had
purchased Bonds in the past. | asked to meet héimtin order to
figure out what to do by Saturday night. | got theual answers:
“We have already bought Bonds; we are too busy ¢éetrwith
you”. | asked them to give me just one hour. Thgyead, but
repeated that they were very busy.

| wanted to know how many Jewish people lived ia th
city and to hear stories about the more prominemsoWhen
people started talking about themselves, their , cignd
surroundings they forgot about the time. So didtkinee brothers.
They told me about a local Jewish man who leftdbmmunity
even though he was one of its leaders. The reasenhs had
separated from his wife and was living with a los@man. He
had two grown sons who were married with childremovwhe
never saw. He had made a fortune in oil, but wimaly man.
He was 60 years old and seemed like the kind afgpet should
get to know.

| phoned him and asked if | could meet with him. $a&d
he was too busy and not interested. The standawean. | also
had a standard response, that | had traveled thdsisaf miles
and wouldn’t take no for an answer. | asked hinattteast meet
and look at me. "You can't see the color of my egeger the
phone. Maybe it doesn't interest you, but look rraight in the
eyes and then tell me 'No'.” This typeobilutzpahusually worked
and it did this time as well. The man promised nfeva minutes
of his time.

His home and office were in the tallest buildingtire
city. | went up on the elevator and from the fldwr lived on |
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could see the valley and mountains all around.dierhe briefly
about searching for oil. In response | told him wb8iblical
Samson and how it is written that it was all foe thest. He was
quite annoyed by this and asked me if | travelédhat way just
to tell him that. What did | need five minutes fanyway, he
wanted to know? As far as he was concerned | hidaome to
see him to get money. “Get to the point,” he said.

| told him why | really came. | pointed out to hifmat he
didn’t always locate the exact spot he was lookarcghut kept on
digging for oil. He didn’t leave the war to finchaw place to live.
That was what was happening in Israel. Just likbobad a place
in the world, the people of Israel deserved one@s | told him
it was my job to get financial aid for Israel besauthe Prime
Minister cannot come in person to meet him andfasla loan,
nor can the President of Bank Leumi come to meet HAihey
sent me instead. | told him what happened whemiveat in the
city and no meeting was organized. It was like [jninding an
oil well only it was stone dry. Now | wanted toltdegain next to
that dry well because the experts said there isheik.

He and his wife hadn't seen each other for 20 ydars
reminded him. He hadn’t seen his grandchildren laadan into
his own sons by chance, if at all. He wanted tovkhow | knew
all that about him. | told him | had asked arouodn and it was
common knowledge. Then | returned to the businédsaad. |
told him that if | could bring a well known persditafrom Israel
who could make an appearance at the community rcemie
speak about the young country of Israel, | would, lbcouldn't.
My solution was to make it known that he would agpat the
meeting because the needs of Israel moved himritribote and
take care of his grandchildren by purchasing Boids. would
announce that he was planning to purchase the Bahdhe
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meeting. People would come not because of Israglpbrely to
see the best show in town. They would come outuobsity to
see him after 20 years. That would be drama akiss.

He looked at me and said, “Listen, let's drill for
together. You get straight to the point in a wdale never seen
before. You are right. | left them a lot of moneyny will, but to
announce publicly that | will invest such and sachamount for
my grandchildren in Israel is worth every red cemtostly
because | am the subject of gossip all over townrat Tvould be
true satisfaction”. He told me what they said aldonot. In the end
he sighed and said, “Maybe they will come.”

| told him that people love a good show, whichxactly
what they would get at the meeting. If you caabthem, join
them. | told him | was going to bring his wife asdns. He was
sure she would never come. | said he could trusanekethat she
would be there. No one thought he would meet me randne
knew what | was going to do. | promised him that \wife would
see and hear him speak and to leave what happ&eedhat up
to me.

He agreed to attend and buy some Bonds. He waated t
know if there was a certain amount he should pwehitold him
the amount wasn't important. What was important was
participation. At the end of the meeting he promiike would be
present.

| went back to the three brothers and didn't tekm
everything, but | did reveal that | had met the nard he
promised to donate a large sum of money. If | hembped the
bomb then, the explosion would have been weakdidr’'t even
have a chance to finish the story and the threealraddy rushed
to the telephone and told their wives, who calledstof their
friends and acquaintances and told them what wasggtm
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happen at the meeting on Saturday night. They nsade to
mention that the same man would be making an appearafter
decades of being cut off from the community.

| asked the three brothers to tell me about the'sriavo
sons. It turns out that one of them was a doctar e more
empathetic of the two. | called him, introduced gifsand told
him that | had visited his father and wanted to thieen as well.
We made an appointment and | went to meet himldl hom his
father would be attending the meeting and publmlychasing
large Bonds for his grandchildren and his sons liadrother’s
children too. | told him that his father was my Iplem, but he
had a job to do that was no less important. | érpthhow | had
seen a picture of his mother when she was youndbaadtiful. |
told him that | wanted him to bring her to the niegt The entire
town would be there and perhaps some Jewish pé&aptetowns
close by. It was his job to make sure she arrivg@omised him
that at the end of the evening, he would see hiben@and father
kiss in front of everyone. Getting her there was job. He
thought for several seconds and then said he wspeddk to his
brother and see how to handle it. | didn’'t let hgm until he
promised me he would bring her to the meeting.

And that is exactly what happened. The entire town
attended the meeting. The tables were set, thestms and the
mother sat near the head table. The man, whose name
deliberately don’t reveal, sat next to me at thadht@able. In the
meantime, | learned all about the Jewish peopliééntown and
told them briefly about the head of the communityd aits
respected citizens and how this wonderful Jewishroanity was
built in the snowy wilderness that is Canada.

At one point | turned to the man and asked hinrantf of
everyone why he decided to attend the meeting. itk that he
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came because he wanted to give his children amtghédren
State of Israel Bonds. Dollars! | turned to hisvaie and said,
“Now, Grandmother, are you willing to hear that arad respond
to my humble proposal?” The woman wanted to knovatwh
wanted from her. | asked her to kiss the man ifiputy/ithout a
moment’s hesitation she hugged and kissed her sbamd in
front of everyone.

The entire town didn't sleep that night. All nigbhg we
went to people’s houses, door to door collectingheyo | truly
sensed that the Jewish community understood tia2Goyears
they had been participants in and witnessed theudtisn of a
family.

The next morning one of the brothers told me thiadiw
did would someday be a legend. When | had firsvedl they
told me they were too busy to meet me and now | taen
anywhere | wanted to go. He took me to places wherene ever
went, where only five Jewish people or even oneistewerson
lived. He knew everyone because the oil pipe bgsineached far
and wide. He promised to escort me and be the dweopened
doors for me so | had the chance to talk to people.

He took me to a Jewish man he knew who leasedttand
farmers. Three months a year he lived in a falazation and the
rest of the year he lived in Florida. He made &ufoe. He had no
money or possessions. Everything he owned was deasd
others farmed the land. He believed he discovereatilyvh
Monroe and | had to sit with him and listen to thery for hours
on end. He took me into a cellar that he usedstgeening room
and the walls were covered with pictures of Monrde. was a
man obsessed. He had created the Monroe legent camde to
hear all about it and in the process sold him aofoBonds for
Israel.
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From there he took me to a village and introducedaora
strapping Jewish farmer who owned several farms anddrge
shop nearby. The man told me immediately that ip®sed loans.
He donated to the UJA and that was all he wasngiltio do. |
didn't let it go like that. | followed him to thet@®e while he
waited on customers. | followed him from countectmunter and
though | spoke to him, he didn't answer me, budliaa't kick me
out either. Suddenly he asked me if | wanted tovigb him for a
ride out of the city. We reached a ranch with 60king cows
and all the workers treated him like a king. He tvewer to a
haystack and lifted a 50 kilo stack of hay likevis a feather and
he was already passed 50 years of age.

At that moment something happened to me. | stopped
talking about Israel and desperately wanted to milkow like |
did at Mikveh Israel 25 years before. The man waprssed that
| even knew how to milk a cow. He told me he haddera
milking machines. | told him | wanted to milk andseu a
pitchfork. He looked at me in total disbelief. Heutdn't believe
that there were farmers in Israel. | told him abagticulture in
Israel and we discussed cows, milking, and diffeddnds of
fodder.

That was a unigue meeting. Even though a long Ltk
passed, my professionalism as a farmer was dtltinOf course,
there were some things | had forgotten and othkesih’t thought
of for years, but it all came rushing back to methie magical
farm setting. We really clicked and the results Bamds were
positive.

We reached a small town where five or ten Jewish
families lived. The woman in the first house inditeveryone for
food and drinks and the more you could drink théedpe That
evening was a great success. | reached rich Jgesple in the
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most God-forsaken places. It was those visits ¢aae me the
most satisfaction because it wasn’t all about ttomen, but the
opportunity to come into contact withal people.

When | returned to Canada, Henry Montor asked & se
me and told me that on the agenda then was Soutriéan Until
that point the Bonds hadn't had much success thieraome
countries you couldn’t get money out legally, batUruguay a
loophole was discovered. Montor asked me to geethesee if it
would be possible to open a center that would behected to
nearby Argentina.

| went to Montevideo with only one name, that dba
Hazan. | didn't speak Spanish and people were mat t
enthusiastic about speaking English. | had no huima& to begin
and didn't even know which hotel to go to. In thedd found a
hotel and with great difficulty communicating, | ged Dr.
Hazan. He was a very nice man, not wealthy, anidved Israel
in theory only.

In Uruguay | discovered the Jews of South Ameriza.
Hazan furnished me with the basic information |desk there
was a Jewish community from Eastern Europe that mnats
organized. There were also some Mediterranean 8#iphkews.
Among them were Jews from Baghdad and Salonica.

Hazan did not encourage me. He appreciated my
motivation because Montevideo was nothing like Néark, to
say the least. The UJA was active, but openinghena@tvenue for
income was difficult. There were several rich Jeims the
community and each one of them could certainlyrdffo State of
Israel Bond for several thousand dollars. Laterenvh learned
about the business there, | understood why it waghatheir
while.
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The head of the community told me that if | wantedet
started, | should appeal to the Jewish Committekraeet with
the Chairman of the Board, Don Hakovo Golobov. Alsmtill
comes to my face when | remember the name of Ddwovta
Golobov. | went to see him. He was a Jewish mam fEastern
Europe, a kind of dictator, who told me plainly tthia had
absolutely no chance with him. The UJA: fine. TranBs: never.

Don Hakovo Golobov was a wealthy businessman.
spoke to him a bit in Yiddish. | didn’'t beat aroutie bush and
said, “What right do you have? Who do you think yare to tell
me where the State of Israel should or should nobly money?
Who the hell are you anyway?” He let me know inumzertain
terms that what | said was unimportant and there ardy one
boss in Uruguay and it was him. | told him thah# called a
meeting of the committee and allowed me to predanissue, it
could be that people in the community who don’t @eing with
the Jewish establishment there might be convincduliy Bonds.
He cut me short and said, “You will damage the UJAold him
that he was doing just that. There was enough roorboth and
this was already accomplished in many countries fanavasn’t
the one to decide. Confident his committee wouldpsut him,
they invited me that very evening.

The members of the committee sat in a semicirckk an
scrutinized me as | sat facing them in what wasyeeminiscent
of a court of law. | spoke in pretty bad Yiddishe&rned to speak
Yiddish properly years later when | was in Mexitbey told me
right away that | had no chance whatsoever. | thfke hours and
quickly realized that | was not having any affenttbem at all. |
decided to take a risk and use the business aspezach them. |
asked if there were many Jewish citizens in themanity and if
they would donate to the UJA. The answer was negalihere
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was a Jew from Greece there, a wealthy banker wdeern
donated anything, and there was also a German riemn,
wealthiest man in Uruguay, who never donated. A Bere and
a Don there, and not a cent.

“Okay, | said, “Let’s make a deal”. Give me a tahte a
chair in the community hall. 1 won’t phone anyonechuse |
don't speak Spanish. | suggested the secretawithitme because
he had a list of all the people who wouldn’t donttehe UJA.
Did anyone have any objection if | tried to get mpmout of those
people? They all agreed and | only approachedl|pespo had
never donated.

Within two weeks | had a committee and sitting lad t
head of it was Don Miguel Karev, who had been tadk six
times. He was angry at the local Jews because tefni
disagreements over the cemetery and the synagaoglubaal left
the community. He owned a sanitary accessory fackde was a
pleasant Jewish man, but he didn’t get along vhighdommittee.

Don Miguel Karev loved Israel. Three days and three
nights he worked with his wife and he agreed tthieeDirector of
the Bonds in Uruguay. He opened the door to tingshebanker
from Greece and other doors, and after three moofthsork,
Bonds for Israel was on the map.

And there was more. When | flew from New York to
Montevideo | sat next to a man by the name of RsafeFabrigat,
who had been the Uruguayan Ambassador to the Uhigtithns
during Israel’s struggle to establish a state. ¥leetd throughout
the long flight. He was fluent in English and Iddiim where |
was going. He said that officially he couldn't hetye, but if |
wanted to meet the President, it would help if tesvspapers
knew what | did and he would be happy to help nth wiat.
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When things started to develop, | called him and he
arranged a meeting with the President. Later legtihe largest
cinema in the city and held a meeting where a ssprative of
the government, the Ambassador to Israel, Moshe, Eowd
Professor Fabrigat sat on the stage. There weréeshlesghool
children, flags of Uruguay and Israel and even ditary
orchestra. Ambassador Tov gave a speech and thie @hening
was especially impressive. The evening was not tabaliecting
money. It was an evening for Israel.

The success of that evening led to other evenpsivate
homes. In Uruguay dinner invitations were normaity 10
o’clock at night. Guests would usually arrive aftdrand at 12 or
12:30 food and drinks were served. | didn't staaking until
around 1:30 in the morning. In all modesty, it eagreat success.
Don Hakovo Golobov joined the special committeet tha
coordinated the work of the UJA with the Bonds.pepned an
office in the community building and started woinn
Argentina as well. | organized what was requiredyéd money
out of the country. The head office of the Bonddviontevideo
still operates today, as do the Bonds offices iaziy Peru, and
Chile.

| returned to New York. At the same timeShaliach,or
emissary, had been sent to Mexico and made a bakgsion.
Montor called me. To persuade me he told me thatidvehad
30,000 wealthy Jews and that no one had been sficteas
getting them to purchase Bonds. He wanted me theye and do
my magic.

In 1954, | went to Mexico. Until then Cecile uswyall
waited for me in New York. Since this time | hadym for several
months, | took her with me. | met the Israeli dekeg Joseph
Caesary, in Mexico City. He was very formal andnayl attempts
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to persuade him about the Bonds failed. He toldtma¢ he had
had a bad experience with Bonds. An envoy from Bohdd
come there and he allowed him to use the delegaffite. The
same envoy brought people and unfortunately heespokhem
like an army general, leaving a negative impressibout Israel
as a result.

| begged him not to refuse because | was theresbalb
of Bonds for the State of Israel and not for mysedissured him |
was not interested in selling Bonds to the delegate that would
be improper. | also told him that he shouldn’t hallewed it the
last time. | asked him to please help me becauseakdhe Israeli
delegate and besides, if he didn't remember, weewance
neighbors in Haifa.

When | left the office, a man named Yaron, thetfirs
secretary of the delegation, walked by. Before hieoduced
himself, | asked him if he was Colonel Lustig whedhserved in
the army during the British Mandate. Surprised,imgted me
into his office which, as opposed to the delegatdfice, was
warm and friendly. He too said | would fail. | agkkim to help
me decrease the resistance of the delegates.

The next day when | went back to see Caesary, vd® w
a gentleman and much more forthcoming, he askedomect
cautiously and report my every move to him, whilever
mentioning the name of the delegation or the houater Yaron
invited me to his home and introduced me to the ibdexJews. |
learned about the key communities and | heard latlua the
Histadrut and Zionism, Poalei Zion, Herut, Yiddiashd Hebrew
schools and even about the organization of the J&om
Baghdad, Damascus, the Halabim and the French.

| learned that at the head of the main body of axi
Jewry was a prominent man by the name of Shimskeddntan,
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who was the supreme authority and whom the goveamhme
recognized as head of the Jewish community. He thveasnost
important person and handled all births and deathd was
literally everywhere. His entire life centered ohetJewish
community. He arrived in Mexico when he was a smoafihan
boy and for years was extremely non-religious. Whenfather
died in Poland, he became religious and then Oakods far as
Zionism was concerned, he wasn’t exactly againsthitt he
believed that the parties were too conflicted.

| went to meet Rabbi Shimshon Feldman and his respo
to Bonds was a flat no. He was head of the commuarit he
was not willing to deal with Bonds for Israel. Hasva wealthy
man even though no one knew where his wealth rezipe
from. He wasn’t affiliated with the Zionist Fedeost and he
usually donated to the UJA. For him, Israel wasHioty Land. |
argued with him and he said repeatedly that under n
circumstances could he be persuaded to contriledause it was
illegal to sell Bonds in Mexico.
| went to the Zionist Federation and tried to padrithe head of
the movement to make the necessary allowancesnAgaiet
with a negative answer, re-stating that sales afd8avere illegal
and that it would damage the UJA.

| returned to Rabbi Shimshon and we considered the
legality of it all. 1 suggested selling “Banknotegtinted in
English and opening a “Banknote” office which wouldsist
tourists visiting Israel to get information aboutusiness
opportunities and export and import between Mexind Israel. |
also understood his apprehension as head of thenaaity to act
as Chairman and receive an appointment from theellisr
delegation. Honor and authority were of utmost galand
delegates were said to possess these traits. Theritsneof
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Mexican Jews came from Poland, Russia, and Romdiiay
worked inconspicuously and some were received bg th
President. They also participated in diplomaticeoanies and
considered themselves kings. It was crucial to thleat Senior
Caesary, the Israeli delegate, invited them toodgitic parties.

| offered Shimshon Feldman an attractive dealld bom
that he would receive an appointment from the dakegf Israel
to be the director of the Banknote enterprise irxiete Central
America, and the Caribbean Islands. He would dti@eetings
and negotiations in the United States, Uruguay, Argkntina
and participate in international activities. Thesould be no
connection to the UJA or the Jewish Federatiorad Wworked in
Uruguay and found the way. We would not approadtirdmitors
to the UJA, but we would be supplemental to the UlfAhe
would come with me to the Zionist Jewish Federatind he, not
| the foreigner, told them that we were workingwihose who
do not work with the UJA, they wouldn’t refuse.

Rabbi Shimshon was still not convinced. He told theg
all this was well and good but that no one woulcchase Bonds.
He reminded me what happened to the man who prdamée |
told him that things were different now and we wbatcomplish
things by negotiating. | was willing to bet that weuld find ten
people in town in the next two weeks and each oaeldvbuy
$10,000 worth of Bonds. If so, he would then bet p@ra vast
movement or | would leave and never bother himragaonly
asked that he grant me two hours and accompany ptanned to
go every day to see one person on the list of tidsewouldn’t
donate to the UJA.

| went to see Caesary, the Israeli delegate, againtold
him that recruiting Shimshon Feldman for Bonds deleel on
him. Feldman had done nothing for the Zionist nmest. If he
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would appoint Feldman director of the Banknote garise, we
might have a chance. What did we have to lose2Ifucceeded:
good. If not, | would leave. | asked for two weeks.

| suspected he got an opinion from Jerusalem. émtkantime |
spoke to New York and they spoke to Israel anthéoMinister of
the Treasury, Levi Eshkol. Orders were given andabesed:
Rabbi Shimshon was on his way.

We went to the most difficult people. It was likeobks
crossing the Red Sea. The people weren't afraidjiahg to
Israel, but they didn’'t want it to become commomkiedge that
they were wealthy either. The most opposed was Hiaurasky,
who owned three banks. But we didn’t give up. Wentwe see
other people and we began collecting large amafntsoney. At
first we received $10,000 which was equal to 128 068sos. Nine
people purchased $10,000 worth of Bonds, makingtaed total
$90,000. As a consequence, what | had achievesssthan two
weeks took the UJA an entire year to accompliste previous
year they had collected 1million pesos, less ti&h 0.

| needed one more person to make it a quorum, avin
in Hebrew (group of ten required for religious prajn Judaism).
| told him that we should go see his brother, Micka extremely
wealthy man who owned a bank and an iron busitéssefused
because his brother would never agree to seews fbrced our
way in. He suggested | go alone so his brother evaat turn him
down.

| managed to persuade him after all. Together, amt\o
see his brother the banker, without making an app@nt. In
contrast to Feldman the scholar, Mickey was a smmpian.
Shimshon Feldman introduced me to his brother aftdllbegan
speaking in my broken Yiddish and Mickey insistdzklbrief and
added that he knew all about ni®e’zugt ein Shtat” (Yiddish
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for: They say in town.) that you have accomplished a great deal
in town and that you already have nine people ur ymcket who
purchased bonds for $10,000 a piece. He added ytilwant is
money from me. My brother probably told you thawaduldn’t
give you any money so | will give you $15,000."dfused. He
flinched and his face went red. “Do you want mork@"asked. |
explained to him that if he did give me that amoahimoney,
much more than the others, he would be done witHfarever.
My plan was to come back in January or Februarg3§5 and
get a larger amount. He looked at me and said, N\daman, you
are a true merchant.” Instead of saying, “Ir*®(Person) he
addressed me in the friendly “Du”"(2person). Now | was sure
he liked me.

From then on my life was much easier. | combedcthe
and its Jews. | gathered the Baghdad Jews withaheof an old
Jewish man named Atari who was the wealthiest antbeg. |
began my speech in ArabiSadi wa Sadati, Aleykum A Salaam.
(Ladies and Gentleman, may Peace be with ymd) they went
wild. | did the same with the Salonikian Jews. Inveeom house
to house and even opened a four room office. Thd bkerk was
a British Jew named Greenman who was a Hebrew bkchoo
teacher. | invested a lot of time and effort uSiilimshon agreed
to allow Greenman to come and work with me.

In my first year in Mexico | raised $900,000. Thigs
ten times more than the UJA. To conclude the fusiig season,
| requested a Minister from Israel. They sent Beeph Burg, the
Postal and Communications Minister. Military guardsere
expensive in Mexico, but | arranged for one to glEm at the
airport. He was received with all the pomp and winstance
befitting a Minister, and traveled in a long blalitousine. |
made sure that all the newspapers published tiareiof the first
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Samuel Neaman has made close A letter from Israe$ Minister o
contacts with Israeli leaders and Finance to Neaman upon the
Emissaries. Here with Israel's beginning of his job as Israel's
Ambassador to the U.S. — Bonds director in Europe.
Yitzhak Rabin

A Photo Opportunity with Igal Alon



With Minister Yoseph Borg, a long time friend since
the days of Israeli Bonds in Mexico.

"Man of the Year" of the Magbit (Jewish fundraisioigganization)
in the U.S., 1968



This flower was named
Tsiv'oni (colorful) as a gesture
of a Dutch firm to Samuel
Neaman who helped it mar!
Dutch flowers to the U.S.

With Trade and Industry Minister Gideon Pat (rigttd Israel
economic attaché, Shmuel Ben-Tovim (middle), N.983



With the Technion's guest in Haifa, former PresiddriJ.S.S.R.,

Mikhail Gorbachev.



The official sign of Samuel
Neaman Institute at t
Technion, Haifa.
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Samuel and Cecile at the corner stone ceremorheof t
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Israeli minister to visit Mexico. The next day lcacnpanied him
to Don Adolfo Ruiz Cortines, the President of Mexi&ll of the
newspapers reported the event and the Mexican Jesve
ecstatic.

There was a Mexican family by the name of Kasék
daughter had married a man named Pushka. They towilt
adjacent homes with the mother and father on othe and the
daughter and her husband on the other. In the miafdhese two
palatial estates was a swimming pool made of pwabia like in
the movies or in the Arabian Nights. Fortunatehgyt took very
good care of Cecile who lived with them most of tilnee.

The Kasel family owned a clock business. | tolchirteat
when Minister Burg arrived, a dinner with 300 ggestuld be
held in his honor. | asked if they could recommenckstaurant
that could hold such an event. The Kasel's wereuipety
insulted and insisted that the dinner be held @rthome. Mrs.
Kasel prepared a kosher meal on golden platesOf@dmp@ople and
those who weren't invited were offended.

The second year, 1.5 million dollars worth of Bomekss
purchased in Mexico. My “empire” expanded and | itenCuba,
Guatemala, Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Curacaae@ey laws
were different in each country. In Cuba, for examphere was a
sizeable devaluation and Jews who owned Bonds twakyn In
Mexico it was permitted to take out money, but idden to sell
notes of a foreign country, so | had to find a sotu

| was in great demand in Mexico. Caesary invitedtme
all the diplomatic events and celebrations andd alavays seated
next to him. Pinchas Sapir, the new Minister of deraand
Industry, arrived from Israel. | sent a large groop Bonds
owners to Israel. When they returned, | held aypand each one
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described for five minutes what they saw. | wemwinfrtable to
table and signed those present for more notes.

| improved my relationship with the Zionist Jewish
Federation and continued working for two more yehkgent to
exciting and exotic places such as the Caribbdands. Once, in
order to meet a Jewish man, | flew into the jurigla Piper to a
small town in central Honduras. The man was mart@da
Christian woman and he had two sons. He had biniséif a
synagogue. Most of the citizens of the town weregiian Arabs
from Bet Jalla and Bethlehem. He took me to meetbalthiest
merchant in town, who came from Bethlehem, so llca@ell
Bonds for Israel. That is exactly what | did.

When | returned to New York, Schwartz, who had

replaced Montor, was having some trouble in Euame | had to
go to Paris. We had a license to operate in Fradoland, and
Switzerland, but were not successful.
We moved to Paris. The envoy who preceded me saalld fail
because the Jewish people didn’t attend the meetitigrking in
the office were two men who did absolutely nothingm the
moment they arrived in the morning until they fimesl in the
evening. It was 1956.

The first order of business was a meeting withlgnaeli
Ambassador, Yaacov Zur. He too was pessimistic laadrade
advisor felt the same. | had no real hope to clmgt the time.
The powerful organization representing Jews in €eanthe
Constitutoir, opposed the Bonds.

| traveled to Switzerland and met with the sameblenm.
In Amsterdam | met a local lawyer and sold him sdoeds in a
single visit. | spoke with anyone who would listemhich was
hardly anybody. | surveyed my “empire” and realizibat in
reality | had none.
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In Paris there was a Jewish man from Poland named
Kalman who purchased Bonds so | went to see hintoldeme,
“Monsieur Neaman, you have no chance. This isn’'tefioa.
There are no organizations that will support yod #re Jewish
people do not usually invite each other to onelzartd homes.”

As usual | decided to grab the bull by the horrdedided
| wanted to meet Baron Guy de Rothschild, one @&nEe’s
wealthiest men and head of the Jewish communityeite met
| spoke English. He stopped me and told me to spe&kench. |
told him that French is too delicate a language wahdt | had to
say would sound too subtle in French. What | neddeshy had
to be conveyed effectively. He smiled and | notitieat, like all
wealthy people, he was used to people bowing tiesids in his
presence, especially when they spoke on behalheif fellow
men.

| explained that the Constitutoir would not permié to
enter synagogues and other Jewish communities. JEmdsh
Federation operated via the UJA and disapproveitheBonds,
just like what had happened in South America.d tum | didn’t
come to sell Bonds, but | did ask the Constitutoipermit me to
speak at a meeting. Perhaps | would fail, but as$tl¢hey would
listen and | would be heard. | understood the Ations with the
Constitutoir being a religious organization rattigan a financial
organization. Nevertheless, | wanted them to listeme at least
once.

In addition, | asked that someone in his familyabeny
service and take it upon themselves to act as demesiof the
Bonds. He asked me if | had anyone in particulamind. My
answer was Edmund de Rothschild. He smiled andrt@dhat
he couldn’t speak for his cousin. | told him thaithwhis
recommendation, it would be difficult to refuse. the end of the
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meeting, Guy de Rothschild promised me that thest@ty of the
Constitutoir would invite me to a management megtiibout
Edmund as President, he would let me know.

| came to the meeting of the Constitutoir and retee a
kind of Balfour Declaration. In other words: favbha 1 told
them they wouldn’t be involved but they would inforthe
community in the city and periphery that the Cdosgbir
favorably viewed French financing for Israel. Thev@rnment of
Israel borrowed money for this purpose and wouldrrethe loan
in American dollars.

An argument ensued and finally a letter of intemtizas
drafted which was nothing like the Balfour Declavat The
contents stated that the Bonds people could appdlaé heads of
the community and each reserved the right to dezédthey saw
fit. After all, investments and loans are privatssiness.

Later I met with Edmund de Rothschild and we had a
lengthy meeting. This is what happened when twadghildren
sat in the same room: me, the grandchild of the thahBaron
Edmund de Rothschild appointed to settle Rosh Rimthhe, the
grandchild of the “Great Benefactor”, Baron Edmuruie
Rothschild, managing what was established years ago
This was our conversation.

-What do you want from me?

| want you to be the President of the Bonds ofelsimEurope, in
all of Europe.

- What does the job entail? | am a very busy man.

| will do all the work. | only want you to do twdihgs. One: let
me use your name. Two: appear at a few meetingstadanany,
you have my word.

-What else?
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| want you to purchase $100,000 worth of Bondshs tsrael
students are granted scholarships and will comleaim business
and industrial administration.

| received a check and a letter. He agreed to bbthy
requests. A short time later | arrived in New Ydok the annual
Bonds meeting. There were some very important gethygire and
| presented the check from Baron de Rothschilthdtle a stellar
impression. When | got back to France | heard thatForeign
Minister, Moshe Sharet was coming to France. | d@nt a
telegram and requested he make an appearanceauatteodn. |
promised him that the host would be Baron de Rbildkclt
worked. The creme de la creme of French Jewishesoci
attended. Moshe Sharet spoke straight to the palatdidn’t ask
for any money because | employed the European apprthat
night: kid gloves. The meeting opened the doothiéchomes and
hearts of the Jewish people who previously wouldive me the
time of day.

An even bhigger success took place with the Minister
the Treasury, Levi Eshkol. He met with the weakhigews from
Eastern Europe. He spoke Yiddish the entire eveaimbtouched
their hearts. The UJA and the Bonds had found a vy
cooperate. | brought some good people like EthaafiSand
other people from Israel to continue what | hadumed worked
in Switzerland and Holland in churches and with tiedp of
priests.

During the time | worked in Europe, | recruited man
Israeli politicians for the Bonds. The leader of €eft”,
Menachem Begin, once accompanied me to Antwerpusech
was having trouble with people in his party. Heeagr with me
about Bonds not having any political preferenced aating
solely for the benefit of Israel, and then moneartsd to arrive
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from Belgium. | went to Spain in an unorthodox whgven sent
someone, a native Tunisian, to Tunisia. | triedatd Great
Britain to my “empire.” | worked hard to get a Bsh visa but
failed. The year | worked in Europe, $3,000,000 wasle for the
Bonds, which was a remarkable amount for that tiltes laid

the ground work for the future.

| returned to the United States and was appoirtdahbad
all the offices | established in South America &uwfope. During
that time | visited Israel twice. The entire pa#l and economic
elite knew me personally, but | was frustratedhtlin an office in
New York and waited for reports to come in. Besidat | did
nothing. | am not the type of man that can sitnnoffice all day
long. | was bored to death. | went to Schwartz thd him that
after ten years of fundraising for Israel, | didmant an office
job. I needed to be active. He didn’t understarditaied to tempt
me with travel to various countries. | refusednew | had done
all I could so | quit and left. It was the summ&des7.

At that point | had no job offers. | debated whethenot
to return to Israel. | knew all the people in thevgrnment and
had a very good reputation. | met with Levi Esh&girivate aid,
Ori Shapiro many times. Having heard | was quitthey said,
“Enough, Sammy. Come back and work with me.” | \ykd to
hear this. He didn’t mean just any job. He wantedive me a job
on Levi Eshkol’s staff.

| didn’t give him an answer, but | knew it wouldmiork
out. | visited Israel frequently, but | was a mdnhe world and |
knew | could never lead a run of the mill life.dutdn’t imagine
myself counting pennies and being frugal. | habldee a mission
or a business. Office work was not for me. Whattgen| was
leery of a life in politics.
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| toyed with the idea of going back to Mexico. lekm |
had a very good reputation there. | told Cecilé thdidn’t know
what we would do there, but | could probably firmnething. If
we didn't succeed there or somewhere else, we cali@dys
return to Israel. On the other hand if | startedsirmel and failed,
what could | do, run away? The idea was that ifidceeded in
Mexico and made a fortune, | could return to Israptl not
depend on politics for a living.

In hindsight | don’t think | could have succeededsrael
because | wasn't affiliated with any particular ipchl group,
movement, or institution. | wanted to return tocakdrfinancially
secure, stable, and independent. | was fully awérehat was
happening in Israel and | didn’t want to find mysela situation
where people would pat me on the back and callane of the
guys”. | wanted to unearth some opportunity. Butstiyo |
yearned to create the opportunities.
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Epilogue
Business Success and a Life Devoted to Israel arebt
Technion”

Samuel Neaman's entrance into private businessifisidgnyet
another new chapter in his full and diverse lif@ver the years,
Neaman's business initiatives took him to Mexispadl, and
later on to the United States. Yet wherever habéished
himself, Neaman's remarkable ability to recognippartunities,
devise creative solutions to complex problems,vestrifor
excellence and understand human nature all conteitbuo his
exceptional business success.

Business in Israel and Abroad

Cecile and Samuel Neaman returned to Israel in 1@&%®over a
period of 18 months he built the first hotel inaesk consistent
with international standards. It was a difficultsta for him,
dealing with contractors who were not prepared torkvin
keeping with his high standards and demands. Fumibee,
Israel's complex and intricate bureaucracy undemminwhat
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could have been a continued success. Neaman, hovasyenot
despair.He built the hotel by outmaneuvering the bureaugrac
and enlisting the help of people like Levi EshRihchas Sapir,
and Teddy Kollek to get the job done. In March 196t
Sheraton Hotel in Tel Aviv opened its doors toghblic and the
world.

Despite his good relations with Israel's leadershifeaman's
hopes that he would integrate into the country'parpeconomic
echelons were repeatedly thwarted. Furthermore,wlllues he
had been raised on at home and at Mikveh Israelrewe
conspicuously absent as he looked around at the $tdsrael in
the 1960's. And Neaman had much to offer. Overy#aes he
had spent as a pioneering farmer, policeman, affite the
British Army and fund-raiser, Neaman honed hisiimtss for
working with people of all types, and devising ivettve business
strategies. As he had frequently dispensed busimedgce in the
course of cultivating donors, he continued to shhi® acumen
and insights. In the 1970’s, in appreciation of kissistance to
the flower export business in Holland, Bartman dwknig of
Amsterdam, flower growers and marketers, namedt adabtulip
with eight petals, the “Samuel Neaman Tulip” in hinor.

In the United States the situation was differers.lAeached
key trade and economic positions, there was noteritie
invitations | received. | was offered endless posg as a
member of committees, federations, and organizatigdmrich
worked toward the development or research of Araeric
economics or to advance the retail sales professite
N.R.N.A approached me year after year to join and |
eventually consented to serving on their Board imé®ors.
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This had nothing to do with money. They were irdgezd in
my knowledge and what | had to offer the organorati

During that time, the deep ties that Neaman hadbdished
during his youth, walking and working the land a$ Hirth,
continued to provide him with his most meaningfeapures.

My favorite things to do were to take the car onu8tays
and ride to the rocky and wild area of Bet Guvtimvould
return from those excursions feeling more excitentean if

| had visited the beautiful and green mountainogas of
Switzerland, France, or South America. On othemasitns,
with guests from abroad | would take them througk t
Yizreel Valley toward Nazareth and from there te thpper
Galilee and return via the northern road on thel®omwith
Lebanon. Once | traveled to the Dead Sea. | woldd a
return from those trips excited and thrilled wittfeling |
never experienced any place else in the world.vehseen
the world and all its beauty, but experiencing treauty
Israel has, as one who was born and raised heth, awi
connection to the land was more than thrilling.

Far-Reaching Ties to Israel

Wherever his business activities took him, Sameann was
always in constant contact with Israel, and his oldgical
commitment to the Jewish state remained a defii@atire in his
life.

| was always involved and up-to-date on what waagyon

in the country. | read all the newspapers reguladyl could

remain informed of what was happening in Binyamina,
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Pardes Hanna, or some far away settlement in tigeWel
was raised knowing that Jews were spread all thneemborld
and that for tens of generations they felt infertmving no
homeland or independence. There were Jews wholeccx!
science, politics, economics, but the Jewish pebpglé no
national homeland.

When you are called a Jew abroad, it is not neogssa
compliment. Jewish people may have breached obstacl
individually, but as a group they were considenef@rior.
The longing to get to Zion has lasted thousandgeafs and
each generation of Jews around the world dreamed of
returning to the Promised Land. The first time tias
attempted in great numbers was at the end of thkh 19
century with the first, second, and third wavesAlfyah”,
when the land of Israel was in its inception anithdpeebuilt.
Israel was not just a place for refugees seekigtuasbut
also a place for those who were not being persdciltgere
were those who came especially to build a new socidey
established kibbutzim, settlements, worker's moshav
cooperative moshavim, villages and cities, as wasl
Histadtrut organizations affiliated with the Workednion.
All of this activity eternally pursued rectifyingpsiety and
the relations between peoples.

When | was a youngster, there was no question of a
connection between a person and his or her homelavaks
not religious, even though in our home | would defillin
and go to synagogue and the mikveh, not out oflieflia
Judaism per se, but rather as carrying on thetimadof a
learned people. | was more involved and interegtethe
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relationships between people. How would people iplyss
learn to live together? Different opinions were eqatable,
but above all there was the “common cause”.

One fact is that | am Jewish and all the people wiew me
know | am Jewish. Without the State of Israel | ldooot
exist as a Jew with the same comfort as | do toflhis does
not mean that everything connected to Israel affewt in
some way. A good day for Israel is a good day fws]
everywhere; just as a bad day for Israel is a lagdfalr every
Jewish family. Israel has interjected a new dimamsfor
every Jew and every Jewish household.

Neaman's support of Jewish causes was legendaeyfdllowing
is only a partial list of the institutions and ongiaations Neaman
personally contributed to in the United States: Thewish
Federation of New York, The Jewish Hospital in [Eenv
Colorado, The Albert Einstein College, The Friendf the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem, The Organizatiomr foe
Preservation and Development of Land in Israel, Bneerican-
Israel Chamber of Commerce, where he served folymaars as
President, and the Bonds for Israel in New Yorkemhe served
as Acting Director.

Technion and the Creation of a Research Institute ith a
Vision — A Life-long Commitment

In 1972, Neaman began his association with the flieckisrael
Institute of Technology, which would develop intonajor and
life-long commitment. Together with the Ministef the
Treasury, Pinchas Sapir, Neaman spearheaded then pa
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establish an institute that would apply scientifiesearch
approaches to evaluate and guide national polittywas decided
that the most appropriate academic institution wmuse such a
research institute was the Technion. At a coneentf the
American Technion Society in New York in 1972, the
establishment of The Samuel Neaman Institute wasumced, in
the presence of 100 leading American economistisisinalists,
and marketing companies, along with 14 Nobel Laig®ga

The Institute was officially established in 19731aommenced
activity several years later, with a mandate toeash and
formulate national policy in a broad range of aremluding

science, technology and economy; infrastructure/irenment

and national planning; and academic education arsk wof

human resources. Samuel Neaman served as Chairfndme o
Board of Director of the institute bearing his ngnaed was a
powerful driving force for its myriad activities. edman's
involvement continued throughout his lifetime aadyas in daily
contact with the Institute. This connection was dgdi by
Neaman'’s personal philosophy, that Jews of the iiess should
not only donate money to Israel, but also oblighiemselves to
be actively involved, volunteering their personabwledge and
valuable experience.

When asked about his vision for the Institute, Naneplied as
follows:

It is my desire to contribute to and create an ewcad
environment where side by side, citizens, reseaschad
scientists can identify problems that impact tiediof both
individuals and society as a whole. | want to gitteim the
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opportunity to take action, recommend suitable aegeers
from Israel and around the world who will conduesearch
and contribute to the search for the much needeticus of

these all-encompassing problems. My vision is ttiet

Samuel Neaman Institute will provide alternativligons to

universal problems and allow the suitable soluberchosen
that will serve the needs of the country, not atipaar

individual or political party.

The establishment of the Samuel Neaman Institutthefu
reinforced Neaman’s ongoing connection with the Weaa
Technion Society. He served on all the key conesité the ATS
and served as its President for one year. He wasrg the few
lay leaders who, aided by a talented managemenintea
transformed the ATS into a modern and highly effecfund
raising organization. .

Neaman's contribution to the Technion was carriegt @
additional capacities. From 1983 he served on titerhational
Board of Directors of the Technion and from 1998 was Vice-
Chairman of the Board. In grateful acknowledgemenhtthis
dedication, the Technion bestowed upon him numeamards,
including an honorary doctorate in 1982 and the fAirdion Medal
in 1997, the two most prestigious awards that teehfiion can
offer.

A Life Devoted to Building a Nation
Samuel Neaman and his wife Cecile visited Israddadt once a

year, to participate in the Board of Governors Megtat the
Technion. His relationship with Israel was deem a&omplex,
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yet it was always clear to him that his upbringimgpre-state
Palestine formed the man he came to be.

| was born in Israel under Turkish rule. | was edi®on
the knees of Zionism which was at the time sodialieft
and not extreme. | left the country for reasondtdeih
in depth in previous parts of this book and siné&11l
lived, most of the time, outside of and far awaynirthe
land of my birth. Nevertheless the core of my lkfed
activity were at all times directed to and for &ra

After being absent for many years and upon retggnin
realized the situation was similar to the Unite@t&s.
Most of Israeli society is based upon an economic
foundation and most people seem to be wonderingevhe
the basic values have gone. Clearly, without Isradlew
cannot exist in the world. Israel gave the Jewisbpte
new enemies, but also respect. If we look at maras
example, in my private life | live day in day omtpment

to moment with the attitude that | don’t need tbeel of
the people | work with, but | do require their resp

| have often wondered what would have happenedid
remained in Israel and becomermshavnikiike many of
my friends from Mikveh Israel who settled in Behie€Sarim
in the Yezreel Valley. A few years ago | met up hwit
several of them and we had a nice long conversatibeir
lives seemed trouble-free, uncomplicated, and nwareo
much more satisfying than mine, even though they tba
wake-up at three in the morning to milk the cowd arore
often than not only enjoyed the fruits of their dvavork
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way down the line. | don't know what kind of probie
they have, but who doesn't have problems? One who
searches for fulfillment will find it in the plaghey were
born and raised, together with the problems inwblve

*kkk

Cecilia Neaman died in August, 1999 and Samuel l[daam
November, 2002. They were brought to rest in thd Ol
Cemetery of Haifa on the lower slopes of the Carmel
Mountain, facing the sea.



Eretz Israel from Inside and Out
Reflections

In this book, the author Samuel (Sam) Neaman illustrates a part of his life
story that lasted over more that three decades during the 20th century -
in Eretz Israel, France, Syria, in WWII battlefronts, in Great Britain,the U.S,
Canada, Mexico and in South American states. This is a life story told by
the person himself and is being read with bated breath, sometimes hard
to believe but nevertheless utterly true. Neaman was born in 1913, but
most of his life he spent outside the country and the state he was born in
and for which he fought and which he served faithfully for many years.
Therefore, his point of view is from both outside and inside and apart from
the love he expresses towards the country, he also criticizes what is going
here. In Israel the author is well known for the reknowned Samuel Neaman
Institute for Advanced Studies in Science and Technology which is located
at the Technion in Haifa. This institute was established by Neaman and he
was directly and personally involved in all its management until he passed
away a few years ago. Samuel Neaman did much for Israel’s security and
as a token of appreciation, all IDF's chiefs of staff have signed a a megila.
Among the signers of the megila there were: Ig'al Yadin, Mordechai Mak-
lef, Moshe Dayan, Haim Laskov, Zvi Zur, I1zhak Rabin, Haim Bar-Lev, David
El'arar, and Mordechai Gur.






